


Craftiness is unnecessary when 
communicating the gospel (1-2)

Verse 1
“by the mercy of  God” – to show pity and desire to alleviate misery
Paul’s opportunity to share the gospel of  the New Covenant is the 
result of  God’s willingness to reach down and touch the heart of  an 
arrogant, self-righteous murderer, transforming him into a humble 
servant of  the gospel of  Jesus.
“we do not lose heart” – become discouraged, give up, lose heart, give 
way to fear
Knowing what God did to save him, Paul is not going to quit when 
people don’t understand or when people oppose him.
When you feel the impulse to throw in the towel on living and sharing 
truth, remember the mercy of  God that brought you gospel life and 
gospel growth.



Craftiness is unnecessary when 
communicating the gospel (1-2)

Verse 2
There are times when frustration from people’s unresponsiveness and rejection tempts 
us to change our tactics.
The gospel message of  Jesus does not have to be made palatable to the world for the 
truth of  the gospel to be seen and valued. 
Our hearts and arms must be open to all kinds of  sinners, but we must speak the truth with 
bold compassion.
Don’t be ashamed of  gospel truth; make your statements of  truth open and honest.

Romans 1:16 
Compassionately share the truth with openness and honesty, entrusting the results to 
God.
Those who try to get people into the faith by taking them down a pathway of  comfort 
and ease may see professions of  faith, but they won’t see new hearts of  faith.

2 Thessalonians 3:1 

Salvation is a miracle of  God’s grace as He draws people to Himself  and the truth.



Unbelievers are unresponsive to gospel light 
because Satan has blinded them spiritually (3-4)
Verse 3

People are not naturally drawn to the gospel.
The gospel and biblical truth are spiritually under wraps.

Most people believe they have no need of  it and they sense no reason 
to value it.

Keep in mind this is the vast majority of  humanity.
Matthew 7:13–14

Believers must be active in taking the message out to people, hoping 
that God will give life and open eyes to see the beauty of  the gospel 
and we shouldn’t be shocked when they don’t understand.



Unbelievers are unresponsive to gospel light 
because Satan has blinded them spiritually (3-4)
Verse 4

Unbelievers are unable to see and value the gospel work of  Jesus because they 
abide under the deluding influence of  the devil and his deceitful work.
There are only two kinds of  people in the world – children of  God and 
children of  the devil.

1 John 3:9–10 
People must believe in Jesus, the Son of  God, who is the shining image of  God and 
saving hope to the lost.

John 14:6 
The light of  the glory of  the gospel of  Jesus Christ is either ridiculous or repugnant to 
the unenlightened heart of  the unbeliever.

John 1:10–13 
It is God’s mercy and grace that removes the veil of  blindness and we don’t know to 
whom it will happen or when it will happen.



Gospel communication is 
about Jesus not the messengers (5-6)

Verse 5

The gospel message is not about the messenger.

The gospel messenger is all about the Savior.

1 Corinthians 2:1–2 

As a faithful servant of  Jesus, Paul’s life was about honoring 
and proclaiming Jesus Christ as Lord.



Gospel communication is 
about Jesus not the messengers (5-6)

Verse 6

The gospel of  the New Covenant is the gospel of  new 
creation.

It is God’s work to awaken new spiritual senses to the reality 
of  God’s provision of  salvation through Jesus.

God is at work in the gospel messenger.

God is at work in the gospel message.

God is at work in those who come to saving faith.



Questions to Consider

Are you consistently sharing Jesus – the light of  gospel of  
God’s glory?

Are you stifled from sharing the gospel because you fear 
failure?

Does it shock you when people don’t respond to the truth?

Is your mind preoccupied with yourself  as the messenger 
rather than the message of  saving hope in Jesus?
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