


 11 Therefore, knowing the fear of  the Lord, we 
persuade others. 

 In context Paul is talking about all believers 
appearing before the judgment seat of  Christ.
• The purpose of  the prophetic declaration in verse 10 and 

the statement of  fear in verse 11 is not to terrorize 
believers with thoughts that bring insecurity and 
uncertainty before God.

• A bit of  trembling before a holy and just God who 
empowers goodness in the lives of  His people should 
cause believers to take gospel life on this earth seriously. 
 Philippians 2:12–13



 Persuading others to follow Jesus and gospel truth is 
something good done in the body.
• Paul believes the gospel is true and in light of  the judgment, 

who can be silent? 
• Persuading means whole-hearted and honest presentations of  

gospel truth, trusting the Holy Spirit to bring light and life. 

But what we are is known to God, and I hope it is known 
also to your conscience. 

• Paul is confident God sees his gospel life and message as a 
good thing.

• Paul is hopeful that the Corinthians will examine his ministry 
honestly and determine it is right.





 Trying to gain credibility in the eyes of  people at the cost of  others 
is contradictory to the life and message of  the gospel.
• Philippians 3:17–21

 Criticizing people and tarnishing their character is not the way to 
be productive in gospel life and ministry.

 Followers of  Jesus are to be fearfully Christ-centered and lovingly 
others-oriented.
• Philippians 2:1–4

 Even when people are battling their flesh, our desire should be to 
help them, not condemn them.

 With hearts of  gospel hope and help we are commanded to love 
one another.
• John 13:34 
• Romans 12:10



13 For if  we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if  we are in our right 
mind, it is for you.
 Apparently, some of  Paul opponents have accused he and his 

associates of  being crazy.
 The charge may be occurring because of  abundance of  hardships and afflictions 

Paul and his associates are enduring as the engage in gospel ministry.
 For the sake of  delighting in and sharing the gospel, Paul is willing to be branded 

“Crazy for God.”
 They have counted the cost, and living the gospel for the sake of  

others is their reasonable spiritual worship.
• Romans 12:1–2 

 Paul has thought it out and his sacrificial service for the gospel 
good of  others is the sanest thing on earth he can do.



14 For the love of  Christ controls us,
 Paul is under the influence of  the gospel love of  Jesus.

• Romans 5:5 
• John 13:34–35 
 The others-oriented love that characterized Jesus will characterize His 

followers.
 As His people we sense the holy pressure of  His love for us and through us.

because we have concluded this: that one has died for all, 
therefore all have died; 
 Jesus didn’t die for a special group of  people (i.e. a nation 

or race).
 Jesus died for all kinds of  people – Jew & Gentile; educated 

& ignorant; strong & weak; rich & poor; healthy & sick; etc.



15 and he died for all, that those who live might no longer live 
for themselves but for him who for their sake died and was 
raised.
 Our earthly comfort and worldly pursuits are willingly 

placed at His feet.
 The call of  gospel life and ministry comes to all His people.

• As the world responded to Jesus they will respond to His people.
• John 15:20 

 His people willingly put down their comforts and the 
pursuits of  their earthly lives knowing the Lord who saved 
them will empower them with resurrection life.



 Is the truth of  verse 15 the overflowing reality 
of  you life?

 Is your life characterized by gospel tenacity?
 Are you doing what is right from the heart or 

are you trying to be impressive in the flesh?
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