


6 So we are always of good 
courage. We know that while 
we are at home in the body 
we are away from the Lord, 7

for we walk by faith, not by 
sight. 8 Yes, we are of good 
courage, and we would 
rather be away from the 
body and at home with the 
Lord. 

GOD GRANTS HIS PEOPLE 
GOSPEL COURAGE IN LIFE (5:6-8)



10 For we must all 
appear before the 
judgment seat of 
Christ, so that each 
one may receive what 
is due for what he has 
done in the body, 
whether good or evil.

GOD GRANTS THE ABILIT Y TO PLEASE HIM IN LIFE SO 
THERE IS CONFIDENCE ON JUDGMENT DAY (5:9-10)



GOD GRANTS THE ABILIT Y TO PLEASE HIM IN LIFE SO 
THERE IS CONFIDENCE ON JUDGMENT DAY (5:9-10)

9 So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to 
please him. 
 The present earthly life of Paul is wrapped up in Jesus.
 Paul lives passionately now with the same purpose he knows 

will enthrall him for eternity.
 Paul does not spell out the specifics of what it means to 

please the Lord in this verse, but context helps.
 Boldly speaking the gospel and the hope of reconciliation
 2 Corinthians 3:11–12
 2 Corinthians 4:1 



GOD GRANTS THE ABILIT Y TO PLEASE HIM IN LIFE SO 
THERE IS CONFIDENCE ON JUDGMENT DAY (5:9-10)

What it means to please the Lord (continued)
 Fighting the good fight of faith while encountering suffering 

and affliction 
 2 Corinthians 4:7–12

 Living confident of the resurrection and its practical power
 2 Corinthians 4:13–14
 2 Corinthians 5:6–7 



GOD GRANTS THE ABILIT Y TO PLEASE HIM IN LIFE SO 
THERE IS CONFIDENCE ON JUDGMENT DAY (5:9-10)

10 For we must al l  appear before the judgment seat of Christ ,  so that 
each one may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, 
whether good or evi l .  
 I t  is this judgment seat that matters most of al l .
 No one is permitted to skip this t ime of divine examination.
 Both bel ievers and unbelievers wil l  face judgment.
 True fol lowers of Jesus wil l  not face condemnation on judgment day. 
 John 5:24
 Romans 8:1

 Followers of Jesus appear for the commendation of  grace and those 
who did not fol low Jesus wil l  appear for personal condemnation 
because of  unbelief,  s in and selfishness.
 1 Corinthians 4:5 



GOD GRANTS THE ABILIT Y TO PLEASE HIM IN LIFE SO 
THERE IS CONFIDENCE ON JUDGMENT DAY (5:9-10)

 What every human does while living in his or her earthly body 
has eternal consequences.

 Followers of Jesus should value the life they have on earth 
and the opportunities granted them to display their love for 
God and their love for others.
 By God’s grace and power the human body has the ability to perform 

many good deeds and have wonderful experiences during earthly life. 
 We need to be serious about enjoying God and experiencing 

satisfaction with God throughout life!



GOD GRANTS THE ABILIT Y TO PLEASE HIM IN LIFE SO 
THERE IS CONFIDENCE ON JUDGMENT DAY (5:9-10)

 At the judgment seat it will be revealed how much of our life 
was focused on pleasing Him and how much was focused on 
us.
 The revelation of thoughts, attitudes, motivations and actions that 

were focused on pleasing the Lord with gospel life and truth will be 
revealed as the fruit of grace and rewarded.
 The revelation of thoughts, attitudes, motivations and actions that 

were focused on pleasing self will be exposed and the victory of the 
cross will be rejoiced in over them.
 Sin and selfish actions will be seen as the crumbling rubble of our 

humanity.



QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

 Is life with Jesus so real now that you can smell the 
aroma of eternal satisfaction with Him?

Do you see a prominence of gospel life and truth that 
will be rewarded on judgment day?

 Is there rubble you would like to see God remove now 
rather than later?
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