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“So we are always of good courage.”
 The presence and power of the Holy Spirit within is the focus 

of Paul’s strength and the Spirit is the source of Paul’s 
courage.

 In the midst of affliction and persecution, exposing the 
weakness of his physical body, God-given confidence in the 
gift of an eternal body keeps Paul courageous and bold.

 Paul is fully committed to gospel ministry because he is 
certain of eternal life and all the benefits promised to those 
who follow Jesus.
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We know that while we are at home in the body we are away 
from the Lord…
 There is an anticipated closeness with our Lord that will occur 

in eternity.
 This does not mean the power and presence of Jesus are not with us 

now.
 Galatians 2:20
 Colossians 1:27 

 Followers of Jesus currently long for full and complete 
fellowship with Jesus

 While the present foretaste is very real, the coming eternal 
fullness is grasped only by faith and hope.
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7 for we walk by faith, not by sight.
 The physical presence of our Lord is not on earth to comfort 

and guide us.
 The Lord is real and His presence and power are available, but 

it is His unseen spiritual presence that blesses and benefits 
us now.
 Colossians 3:1–4 
 1 John 3:2 
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 Walking by faith means trusting from a heart made alive by the 
Spirit to trust the truths, the principles and the promises of 
God’s word.
 This is not a static existence with occasional spiritual inspirational 

events, sometimes defined as worship.
 Occasional spiritual experiences do not confirm true saving life.
 Matthew 7:21–23 
 Hebrews 6:4–6 

 Walking by faith is a life of worship where God’s truth and Spirit are 
humbly acknowledged as needed, prayed for, sought after, fought for, 
and found satisfying in all aspects of life.

 True worshipers believe that what is very real by faith wil l  
become very real by sight when Jesus returns.
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8 Yes, we are of good courage, and we would rather be away 
from the body and at home with the Lord.
 The clear preference would be to leave the present earthly 

body and be clothed with our eternal body.
 Life with Jesus in the here and now is good, but life in the 

visible presence of Jesus eternally is far better.
 Paul isn’t simply caught up in the stuff Jesus supplies.
 Paul is caught up with Jesus, his precious Savior, his risen 

Lord, his caring Shepherd.
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9 So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please 
him. 
 The present earthly l ife of Paul is wrapped up in Jesus. 
 Paul l ives passionately now with the same purpose he knows will  

enthrall  him for eternity.
 Paul does not spell  out the specifics of what it means to please 

the Lord in this verse, but context helps.
 Boldly speaking the gospel & the hope of reconciliation (3:12; 4:1, 13; 

5:19–21; 6:7, 11)
 Not losing heart when suffering and affliction ensues (4:7–12, 16–17; 

6:4–5, 8–10) 
 Living confident of the resurrection and its practical power  (4:13–14, 

17–18; 5:7)
 Avoiding all types of idolatry (6:14–7:1)
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10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so 
that each one may receive what is due for what he has done in 
the body, whether good or evil. 
 It is this judgment seat that matters most of all .
 No one is permitted to skip this time of divine examination.
 Both believers and unbelievers will face judgment.
 They may occur at different times, but they will both face judgment.

 What every human does while living in his or her earthly body 
has eternal consequences.
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 Followers of Jesus should value the l i fe they have on ear th and the 
opportunities granted them to display their  love for God and their  love 
for others.
 By God’s grace and power the human body has the ability to perform many good 

deeds and have wonderful experiences during earthly life. 
 We need to be serious about enjoying God and experiencing satisfaction with God 

throughout life! 
 At the judgment seat i t  wi l l  be revealed how much of our l i fe was 

focused on pleasing Him and how much was focused on pleasing 
ourselves.
 The revelation of thoughts, attitudes, motivations and actions that were focused 

on pleasing the Lord with gospel life and truth will be revealed as the fruit of 
grace and rewarded.

 The revelation of thoughts, attitudes, motivations and actions that were focused 
on pleasing self will be exposed and the victory of the cross will be rejoiced in 
over them.

 Sin and selfish actions will be seen as the rubble of our humanity.



QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

 Are you content to be nominally engaged in gospel life and 
ministry?

 Do inspiring events touch your life or are you truly persevering 
in a life of worship?

 Is life with Jesus so real now that you can smell the aroma of 
eternal satisfaction with Him?

 Do you see a prominence of gospel life and truth that will be 
rewarded on judgment day?

 Is there rubble you would like to see God remove now rather 
than later?
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