
2 Corinthians 6:1-3
Unproductive grace is a contradiction  

of salvation in the new covenant 



It is possible for people to think they  
have saving grace when they don’t (6:1)

1 Working together with him, then,  
• Paul affirms that he and his associates are working as God’s 

ambassadors for the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
• This is God’s work and God burdens and empowers people to join 

Him in it. 
• 1 Corinthians 15:10 

• we appeal to you not to receive the grace of God in vain. 
• Out of concern for their eternal wellbeing these gospel agents are 

coming alongside the Corinthians to encourage them to examine 
their hearts.



It is possible for people to think they  
have saving grace when they don’t (6:1)

• Most followers of Jesus are unimpressive from a worldly point of 
view. 
• 1 Corinthians 1:26–29 

• God delights to put His grace and power on display through 
people who understand their weakness and neediness.  
• 2 Corinthians 4:7–12 

• Getting wrapped up in worldly assessments of people is unwise. 
• 2 Corinthians 5:16  

“we appeal to you”  
• God’s gospel ambassadors are concerned for the misguided and 

misinformed, the comfortable and unproductive, the slothful and 
sinful, and the miserable and joyless 



It is possible for people to think they  
have saving grace when they don’t (6:1)

“not to receive the grace of God in vain” 
• Fruitless faith is not saving faith. 
• James 2:14 

• Paul does not hesitate to call professing believers to examine 
themselves. 
• 2 Corinthians 13:5 

• When saving grace is received, it puts the evidence of life on display. 
• Hebrews 3:12–14 

• When people celebrate the gifts and not the Giver, the gifts are derailed 
from the tracks of truth. 
• 2 Corinthians 1:20  



God is able and willing to provide  
deliverance to those acknowledging their need (6:2) 

Isaiah 49:8  
• The people of God are languishing in captivity in Babylon. 
“For he says, ‘In a favorable time I listened to you”  
• The time became favorable by God’s design and plan. 
• God’s favor and grace for deliverance dawned by His design 

and for His purposes. 
“and in a day of salvation I have helped you.” 
• God hears their prayer and promises to deliver them from 

captivity.



God is able and willing to provide  
deliverance to those acknowledging their need (6:2) 

“Behold, now is the favorable time,” 
• The word “behold” is used to stir attention. 
• The word “now” takes these truths originally used to speak 

of the deliverance of the children of Israel from captivity, 
applying them to the time of New Covenant gospel grace in 
Jesus. 

“behold, now is the day of salvation” - The captivity of sin is 
severed by the cross and resurrection of Jesus Christ.



The pathway of effectual grace is on  
display in the lives of ambassadors for Christ (6:3)

3 We put no obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found 
with our ministry 
• Paul shares the gospel from a wide-open life without 

adjustment or apology. 
• Following Jesus and sharing Jesus brings hardships, 

afflictions, abilities, strengths, sorrows and joys. 
• Paul’s life is a declaration of the reality of gospel life in 

Jesus for all who experience salvation in this life. 
• Paul has not received the gospel in vain.



Questions to Consider

• Is it possible you think you have saving faith when you don’t? 
• Do you see Christ-centered fruitfulness and others-oriented 

caring communication? 
• Has God brought you to the place where you are ready to cry 

out for His gospel grace in Jesus? 
• Are you ready to be embraced with gospel life and the 

strength Jesus supplies? 
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