
2 Corinthians 13:7-10
Promoting a passion for truth and restoration 



Our priority is to be what is best for others not to 
seek the approval of others (7)

Paul prays to God that their hearts will be devoted to 
truth and righteousness. 
Paul doesn’t want them to do what is right for his 
personal accolades or glory. 

If they repent and do what is right, that will be best for them. 
Paul has little concern for meeting their man-centered criteria.  

We should not be motivated by the opinions of others, 
but by the truth and grace of God joined with the others-
oriented love He inspires in our hearts.



Gospel life and ministry is about guiding others 
into truth (8) 

Gospel life and ministry is not about competing for 
credibility.  
The false teachers in Corinth made competing for 
credibility and loyalty an issue. 
Paul and his associates are single-minded truth-seekers. 
When issues of ego and personal importance come into 
play, people can be distracted from the truth.  
This is a good way to check the motivation of our heart 
when we feel opposition from others.



It is a gospel priority to seek the strength and 
restoration of others (9) 

What delights Paul and his associates is the faith of other 
believers growing stable and strong.  
Unlike many in leadership positions, Paul and his 
associates are not there to make a name for themselves. 
The name they are passionate about is Jesus and seeing 
others walk in His truth and His love. 
They do not condemn and abandon. 
They pray and work to see them restored to gospel life in 
Jesus.



Gospel authority is not granted to control others 
but to build others up (10) 

For this reason I write these things while I am away from 
you  

Controlling and lording it over others is a self-centered 
use of authority. 

Matthew 20:25–28  
The purpose of restoration is what motivates Paul to 
serve, instruct and write the Corinthians.



Gospel authority is not granted to control others 
but to build others up (10) 
“…that when I come I may not have to be severe in my use of the 
authority that the Lord has give me for building up and not for 
tearing down.”  

Paul does not delight in confrontational harshness. 
God-given authority for Paul is not for the purpose of displaying 
autocratic power and control. 
Paul wants them to grow and become strong in Jesus. 

Ephesians 4:11–12  
Ephesians 4:29 

Paul’s heart is always burdened to build others up in the faith 
because this is what Jesus enables him to do.



Questions to Consider

Are you busy seeking what is best for others or more 
concerned about the approval of others? 
Are you passionate about truth for your life and the lives 
of others? 
When others are weak and straying, are you passionate 
about seeking their restoration? 
Are you doing your part to help our church be healthy 
and strong in truth so that we can boldly provide gospel 
care to a damaged and hurting world?
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