
1 PETER 1:6-9
Words of hope for followers of Jesus being refined by suffering 

“When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie, 
My grace, all sufficient, shall be thy supply: 
The flame shall not hurt thee; I only design 
Thy dross to consume and thy gold to refine.” 

From the song How Firm A Foundation 
By John Rippon 
 

Part 2



UNQUENCHABLE JOY IN THE FACE OF HARDSHIPS 
CONFIRMS GOSPEL LIFE AND FAITH (6-7) 

“In this you rejoice”  
• Believers should rejoice the glorious gifts of life, hope, an eternal inheritance 

and faith (Cf. verses 3-5). 
• The reality of joy is not based on pleasant earthly circumstances. 
“though now for a little while” 
• This is not a promise that affliction, suffering and abuse on earth will only be 

for short periods of time. 
• Our time on earth is a short duration. 
“if necessary”  
• The necessity is determined by what God knows is best for us and not what 

we approve. 
• 1 Peter 4:19 

• No suffering or hardship in the life of a follower of Jesus is without purpose.



UNQUENCHABLE JOY IN THE FACE OF HARDSHIPS 
CONFIRMS GOSPEL LIFE AND FAITH (6-7) 

“you have been grieved by various trials” 
• Trials that grieve the children of God will come in a variety of ways and for a variety of 

reasons.
• The conflicting emotions of joy and grief are to be expressed, but clearly not at the same 

time. 
• God’s purpose is what inspires joy above and beyond the trying experiences. 
• ”Grieved” is not a description of moping, but an honest assessment of the challenges we 

are facing. 
“7 so that the tested genuineness of your faith” 
• Our faith is increased when we refuse to give up in spite of repeated challenges.
• Perseverance is the mark of true faith.



UNQUENCHABLE JOY IN THE FACE OF HARDSHIPS 
CONFIRMS GOSPEL LIFE AND FAITH (6-7) 

“—more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—” 
• Gold is a commodity of significant value throughout history. 
• The God-given ability to trust God in all circumstances is of unsurpassed 

value. 
“may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of 
Jesus Christ.”  
• The enduring quality of our God-given faith is all to the praise, glory, and 

honor of Jesus. 
• This verifies that this is not a synergistic faith.



LOVE, FAITH AND JOY IN AN UNSEEN SAVIOR 
REVEAL GOD’S SAVING ACTIVITY (8-9)

“8 Though you have not seen him, you love him.”  
• How is it possible to love a Savior you have never seen? 
• 1 John 4:19 
• 1 John 4:7–12  

• God gives us the Holy Spirit who grants us spiritual life and therefore 
spiritual understanding.  
• He is our Lord and our Savior who we are supernaturally inspired to love 

and honor. 
• The suffering and affliction brought to bear upon followers of Jesus does 

not make them miserable and depressed.



LOVE, FAITH AND JOY IN AN UNSEEN SAVIOR 
REVEAL GOD’S SAVING ACTIVITY (8-9)

“Though you do not now see him, you believe in him,” 
• The Spirit of God who graciously grants us life also empowers our faith in 

Jesus as the Son of God, our Savior. 
• 1 Corinthians 2:9–10 
• 1 Corinthians 2:14  

• Gospel faith in Jesus is the fruit of the goodness and loving kindness of 
God. 
• Titus 3:4–7  

• This confirms the statement Jesus made to Thomas after the resurrection of 
Jesus. 
• John 20:29 



LOVE, FAITH AND JOY IN AN UNSEEN SAVIOR 
REVEAL GOD’S SAVING ACTIVITY (8-9)

“and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory,” 
• What is a joy that is inexpressible? 
• It defies full expression or adequate description. 
• Joy that is filled with glory would be a delight deeply rooted in person 

and work of Jesus. 
• Rejoicing with joy paints a picture of an overflowing fountain of delight 

God puts on display from His people consistently.



LOVE, FAITH AND JOY IN AN UNSEEN SAVIOR 
REVEAL GOD’S SAVING ACTIVITY (8-9)

“9 obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.” 
• God calls us and empowers us to trust in Jesus, blessing us with the gospel 

of justification and the gospel of sanctification. 
• One day we will experience the culmination of it all – the gospel of 

glorification. 
• Such glorious anticipation is what takes our eyes off the world and the 

suffering experienced here and roots it in eternal glory with Jesus, the 
Founder and Perfecter of our faith. 
• Hebrews 12:1-3



QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

• Do you see the evidence of God-given joy coming forth even 
when you are going through suffering and hardship? 
• Are afflictions in life helping you to develop an eternal 

perspective or are you becoming resentful of the 
circumstances God is bringing your way? 
• In what ways do you see love for Jesus growing in your heart 

and life as a result of walking through the fires of life with Him? 
• In what ways do you see faith in Jesus and His truths growing in 

you as a result of walking through the fires of life with Him? 
• Are you rejoicing with joy in awe and wonder of your glorious 

Savior, Jesus?
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