
1 Peter 1:20-21
All followers of Jesus are eternally 
blessed by God to have faith and hope 



Context
• All followers of Jesus should fear God throughout life on earth (1:17) - 

17 And if you call on him as Father who judges impartially according to each 
one’s deeds, conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile, 

• All followers of Jesus are set apart by the redeeming blood of Jesus 
(18-19) - 18 knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited 
from your forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, 19 but 
with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot. 

• All followers of Jesus are eternally blessed by God to have faith and 
hope (20-21) - 20 He was foreknown before the foundation of the world but was 
made manifest in the last times for the sake of you 21 who through him are 
believers in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that 
your faith and hope are in God.



The eternal plan of salvation is very 
personal (20) 
“He was foreknown before the foundation of the world”  

• Redemption in and through Jesus Christ is the eternal plan of 
God. 
●Jesus and the plan of salvation was known, not in the way of 
discovery or realization, but known eternally in the sense of being 
preordained.  
●The reality that the Son of God and the plan of redemption are 
known before creation indicates not only the preexistent Christ, 
but a preexistent plan. 
●John 1:1–2  
●John 10:10–11 



The eternal plan of salvation is very 
personal (20) 
“but was made manifest in the last times for the sake of you” 

• The eternal plan to provide salvation becomes very personal for 
every follower of Jesus. 

• Jesus came to meet you where you are and to set you free from 
a life of selfish earthly futility. 

• Celebrate the gospel goodness of our God with joyfulness, 
especially at Christmas! 



The security of salvation is completely 
in Jesus (1:21) 
“who through him are believers in God,”  

• It is in the gospel and through the work of Jesus that people 
have faith in God for salvation. 
●John 17:1–3  
●John 1:17–18  

• Jesus makes a new life and a new relationship with God 
possible. 
●1 Peter 3:18 



The security of salvation is completely 
in Jesus (1:21) 
• “who raised him from the dead” 

• God’s eternal plan of redemption of necessity includes the 
victorious resurrection of Jesus from the dead.  
●Acts 2:22–24  

• The resurrection of Jesus is an incredible display of God’s 
power. 
●Romans 1:1–4  

• The resurrection of Jesus is an incredible display of God’s 
delivering power for all those he saves.



The security of salvation is completely 
in Jesus (1:21) 
“and gave him glory,” 

• What seems foolish, brutal and ugly is the pathway of glory for God’s Son. 
●Philippians 2:5–11  

• Giving glory to Jesus should be a top priority in our lives as His followers. 

“so that your faith and hope are in God.” 

• The way of suffering and shame for Jesus was necessary for salvation. 

• The power for victory over sin, and the power to persevere though suffering 
and affliction, come from the grace and power of God.  

• Having our faith and hope in God means that followers of Jesus cannot be any 
more secure.



Questions to Consider
• How would you express your thankfulness for the personal plan 
of salvation God has provided for you through the gift of Jesus 
His Son? 

• In what ways has Jesus set you free from a life of sinful and 
selfish futility?  

• What are some specific results of being brought to God by faith 
Jesus? 

• When facing hardship and affliction how do faith and hope in 
God provide security?
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