
1 Peter 3:1-7 – Part 3
Humbly walking with the heart of Jesus for the benefit of others 



Review
• Christian wives are on a gospel mission like Jesus (3:1-2) - 1 Likewise, wives, be subject to 

your own husbands, so that even if some do not obey the word, they may be won without a 
word by the conduct of their wives, 2 when they see your respectful and pure conduct.
 
• Christian wives display Christ-like character that is beautiful and precious to God (3:3-4) - 

3 Do not let your adorning be external—the braiding of hair and the putting on of gold jewelry, 
or the clothing you wear— 4 but let your adorning be the hidden person of the heart with the 
imperishable beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which in God’s sight is very precious.
 
• Christian wives have great examples in Scripture of God’s power in women of faith (3:5-6) 

- 5 For this is how the holy women who hoped in God used to adorn themselves, by submitting 
to their own husbands, 6 as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord. And you are her children, if 
you do good and do not fear anything that is frightening. 



Christian husbands need to be diligent about truth and 
unity with their wives (7)
• “Likewise, husbands” – the same humble manner and committed 

devotion to gospel mission that Jesus willingly suffered to promote
• “live with your wives” – marriage is two lives brought together to be lived 

in oneness 
• Husbands are to LIVE (i.e. develop a complementary and unified life) with the 

woman designed by God to help and complete them.
• Genesis 2:18

• Marriage is a life-welded connection, ordained by God, for the good of both 
husband and wife. 



Christian husbands need to be diligent about truth and 
unity with their wives (7)
• “in an understanding way” – according to knowledge 
• The instruction indicates striving to figure out how to know and support God’s 

design and glory in the marriage relationship. 
• 1 Peter 1:13 

• As the wife is observed living in fear of God and with an undistracted focus on her 
Lord, so the husband is observed learning the ways of God and how truth guides 
the marriage to function with God-centered humility and harmony.
• “According to knowledge” – Knowledge of God, your wife, your children, others, and 

yourself demands the knowledge of the word. 
• Loving others means helping them to see the value of God and the application of His truth 

in all of life.
• Matthew 20:25–28  

• Christian marriage is to first and foremost make much of God, through a complementary 
relationship that delights in His truth. 



Christian husbands need to be diligent about truth and 
unity with their wives (7)
“showing honor to the woman as the weaker vessel,”
• A godly and loving husband will never neglect his wife or take advantage 

of his wife’s role or stature. 
• The role God gave wives in the marriage is to line up under the 

husband’s biblical leadership and support him for the glory of God. 
• “honor” - let her know and let others know how much you value and 

respect her 
• It is not honorable to force her compliance or demand her submission, 

as if you’re the authority rather than God and His truth. 



Christian husbands need to be diligent about truth and 
unity with their wives (7)
• “the weaker vessel” - can apply to her vulnerable role of submission and 

it can refer to the normal physical stature of a woman
•Men should be prepared to provide for and protect their wives.
•No Christian husband is ever permitted act like a superior and arrogant 

jerk.
• Colossians 3:19

• You are to honor your wife as the weaker vessel, meaning you are to 
protect and value the preciousness of who she is and what she contains 
– “hidden person of the heart” (vs 4) – Jesus.



Christian husbands need to be diligent about truth and 
unity with their wives (7)
“since they are heirs with you of the grace of life,”
• She along with you has been brought to gospel life by the mercy of 

God.
• 1 Peter 1:3

• Being united in gospel hope by grace alone should cause humble unity 
in marriage. 

“so that your prayers may not be hindered.”
•Dishonoring your wife is dishonoring God.
•Husband, unity with Jesus and unity with your wife in seeking to honor 

Jesus in all of life is critical.



Questions to Consider
• Husband, are you a student of our Triune God and His word?
• Are you thoughtful and diligent in bringing relationships, experiences and 

challenges in life into the light of the Scripture for the purpose of unity with 
your wife and biblically guiding your marriage?
• In the atmosphere of feminism and gender neutral assertions from our world, 

are you willing to look to Scripture to guide you into being the man God 
created you to be?
• What are the ways God is revealing to your heart that you can improve at 

honoring your wife and protecting her weaknesses?
• How can you better value the unity you have with your wife as a fellow 

follower of Jesus?
• Is the distance you feel from God related to the distance you feel from your 

spouse?
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