
1 Peter 3:1-7 – Part 1
Humbly walking with the heart of Jesus for  
the benefit of others and the delight of God 



Christian wives are on a redemptive mission like 
Jesus (3:1-2) 
“1 Likewise, wives be subject to your own husbands,”  
! All wives who follow Jesus should acknowledge God’s redemptive 

and sanctifying purposes in the circumstances in which they exist.  
! “subject to your own husband” - a wife is to acknowledge her role 

to line up under and support her husband, influencing him with 
gospel grace  

! Submission, or being subject, does not mean women are inferior to 
men or that wives are inferior to husbands. 
! Men and women, husbands and wives, have equal standing before God. 

!Galatians 3:2  
!1 Peter 3:7 

! A wife’s submission is connected in Scripture to the role of the church in 
relation to Jesus. 
!Ephesians 5:22–24 



Christian wives are on a redemptive mission like 
Jesus (3:1-2) 
! Slavery is an evil institution invented by man, while marriage is a holy 

institution created by God. 
! The roles in marriage, where husbands lead and wives function with 

submission, are connected to the order of creation, supported in 
Scripture and are to be followed in the function of the local church. 
! 1 Timothy 2:11–13  
! Titus 2:4–5 

! Displaying submission as a function of a God-given role does not 
indicate inferiority. 

! Submission indicates structure and trust in God.  
! Those who have roles of submission should have humble and selfless 

hearts that asks how God can best use them in their circumstances. 
! Self-centered complaining and projecting misery does not follow 

Jesus and does not emulate His redemptive mission. 



Christian wives are on a redemptive mission like 
Jesus (3:1-2) 
“so that even if some do not obey the word,” 
! The wives Peter is addressing may be married to unbelievers or 

believers who are not walking consistently in the truth. 
! As slaves are to submit to morally corrupt masters, so wives are to 

submit to morally corrupt husbands. 
! The disobedience of the husband may not be directly related to his 

treatment of his wife. 
! Her concern should be for her husband’s transformation. 

! Self-concern is not the priority. 
!Her priority is to honor God and help others.



Christian wives are on a redemptive mission like 
Jesus (3:1-2) 
“won without a word by the conduct of their wives” - manner is 
significantly influential 
! Being preachy and condemning is seldom helpful in leading people 

to Jesus.  
!Nagging and badgering are unproductive in the area of heart-

change. 
!Most women are naturally verbal, but the intent should be 

focused on manner, action and reaction. 
! Peter is not promoting complete silence from wives, but 

encouraging an emphasis on behavior and setting an example just 
like Jesus did. 



Christian wives are on a redemptive mission like 
Jesus (3:1-2) 
“2 when they see your respectful and pure conduct.” 
! “see” - Peter is focusing on the power of what a husband observes 

in the behavior and conduct of his wife. 
! The fear called for here is not of her husband, but of the Lord God. 
! The husband is able to tell that his wife lives before her God with 

reverent worship. 
! “pure conduct” – her day-to-day practices evidence her 

undistracted focus on Jesus 
! This produces conduct free from insincerity and manipulation. 
!What becomes evident from a pure wife is integrity, trustworthiness and 

loyalty, first to God and then flowing to others.  
!As with other positions of submission by followers of Jesus, the believing 

wife is not required to act in a manner contrary to Christian truth. 



Questions to Consider

!Are you humbly and joyfully accepting your God-
appointed roles in life? 

!Are there areas of resistance and selfishness needing to be 
confessed and transformed? 

!How would people describe your relationship with God 
from observing your conduct?
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