
2 Peter 1:1-2
SHARING IN THE RICHES OF THE GLORIOUS GOSPEL 



The greeting from the Peter to the churches 
(1:1) 
“1 Simeon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ,” 
▪ Peter uses the Hebrew spelling of his name, not the Greek, Simon. 
▪ As a faithful Jew, religious devotion was important to him. 
▪ Acts 10:13–14  

▪ The name Peter is the Greek for rock following the Aramaic name 
Cephas, meaning rock, that was given to him by the Lord Jesus. 
▪ John 1:41–42  

▪ Jesus not only changed Peter’s name, He changed Peter’s life. 
▪ Matthew 16:15–17  

▪ As the Father in heaven sent Jesus, so Jesus sent His followers, and 
Peter is on a mission. 



The greeting from the Peter to the churches 
(1:1) 
▪“a servant” 
▪ The word Peter uses to define his relationship to Jesus Christ is the Greek word 
δοῦλος (doulos), which is used to describe a slave, a personal legally owned by 
another. 
▪ The once arrogant disciple is a humble man who gladly serves his Master Jesus. 

▪“and apostle of Jesus Christ”  
▪ An apostle is someone directly taught by Jesus who is given the authority to speak 

on His behalf.  
▪We who make up the membership of local churches today will do well to pay 

attention and apply to his teaching.



The greeting from the Peter to the churches 
(1:1) 
“To those who have obtained a faith of equal standing with ours” 
▪ “obtained” - from the Greek λαγχάνω (lanchanō) and communicates the idea of one 

who is chosen by lot, indicating divine choice 
▪ The disciples were selected by Jesus for faith and ministry. 
▪ John 15:16  

▪ Every follower of Jesus in like manner is selected for faith and ministry. 
▪ Ephesians 2:8–10 

▪ One’s calling and election for faith and ministry comes with power and fruit to 
verify the reality of God’s gospel grace. 
▪ 2 Peter 1:10  

▪ “of equal standing with ours” 
▪ Peter shows no desire to come off in any way superior to fellow believers. 
▪ His desire is to encourage them by showing them the incredible blessing of the life and faith in Christ 

they have been given. 



The greeting from the Peter to the churches 
(1:1) 
“by the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ:” 
▪Peter is not hesitant to proclaim the righteousness and deity of our 
Savior Jesus Christ. 
▪Our justification is fully in the accomplished work of Jesus Christ who is 
our righteousness.  
▪ Romans 3:21–24  
▪The construction of this phrase in Greek shows a clear declaration of 
the deity of Jesus Christ. 
▪ The disciples have no doubts about the deity of Jesus Christ. 
▪ John 1:1  
▪ John 1:18  
▪ John 20:28  
▪ Romans 9:5  
▪ Hebrews 1:8–9 



The prayer of Peter for the churches (1:2) 
“May grace and peace be multiplied to you” 

▪God has poured out excessive favor on those who trust in Jesus Christ as Lord and 
Savior. 

▪The peace followers of Jesus are afforded is not some sense of inner tranquility, but 
that of the appeasement of the righteous wrath of Almighty God. 
▪ Romans 5:1  

▪It is important for us to learn and to rest and to encourage others to do the same. 

“in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord.” 

▪It is important to grow in the knowledge of God, in connection with Him relationally, 
but also in learning more and more of His character, His promises, His warnings and His 
provisions. 

▪We need biblical filters firmly placed in our minds to discern the teachings and ideas 
the will come and at times will bombard us.



Questions to Consider

▪“Simeon, Peter” – Do you see the difference between 
your life before Jesus and your life after Jesus?  
▪How is your heart encouraged by the fact that every 
follower of Jesus has been selected for faith and 
ministry? 
▪How is the humble concern of Peter for the lives of 
others helpful to you in your walk with Jesus and His 
church? 
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