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Introduction to 2 Peter

Guarding the church  
from wolves in sheep’s clothing



The Author, Date, and Recipients

▪ The terminology and style is noticeably different between 1 Peter and 2 Peter. 
▪ The second letter was addressing completely different issues.  
▪ If Peter uses a scribe, which he likely did for both letters, this influences the terminology 

and style with Peter’s oversight being predominant in both.  

▪ The letter was widely accepted as authoritative in the opinion of many believers and 
churches in the 2nd century.  

▪ The letter claims to have been written by Peter in the opening address and 
references encounters Peter had with Lord and His teachings. 

▪ Peter clearly knew his time on earth was short. 
▪ 2 Peter 1:13–14  

▪ The original recipients of the letter were the same churches addressed in the first 
letter Peter wrote. 
▪ 1 Peter 1:1  
▪ 2 Peter 3:1-2



The Problems Confronted

▪ In the first letter, the churches addressed were experiencing affliction and hardship 
from those in the community because of their faith in Jesus. 

▪ In the second letter the churches are experiencing challenges from within from false 
teachers who were propagating errors in doctrine and behavior. 
▪ Acts 20:29–31  

▪ There is a sense of urgency in what Peter writes to renew their faith, because he 
knows that a little yeast works its way through the entire batch of dough.  
▪ 2 Peter 1:5  
▪ 2 Peter 1:10  
▪ 2 Peter 1:15 

▪ Peter is aware of the situation and desires to expose the false doctrine and the 
resulting immoral behavior. 



The Problems Confronted

▪ Peter firmly denounces the cunning and corrupting influence of false teachers. 
▪ 2 Peter 2:1  

▪ False teachers want a following that will benefit them financially so they manipulate doctrine 
and people. 
▪ 2 Peter 2:3  

▪ False teachers develop close connections with the people of the church, like wolves in 
sheep’s clothing, propagating their take on the truth. 
▪ 2 Peter 2:13  

▪ False teachers are morally bankrupt, gratifying their nerve endings and encouraging others to 
do the same. 
▪ 2 Peter 2:14  

▪ False teachers target new and vulnerable believers as they masquerade as champions of 
grace. 
▪ 2 Peter 2:18-19  

▪ False teachers mock the return of Jesus as an empty threat of judgment. 
▪ 2 Peter 3:4 



The Problems Confronted

▪ Peter’s remedy for the problems false teachers are propagating is tap into the 
fountain of grace by growing in your knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
▪ 2 Peter 3:18  

▪ Jesus taught Peter some important lessons about growing in the knowledge of the 
truth. 
▪ John 8:31–32  
▪ John 15:5  
▪ John 15:7 
▪ John 17:3  
▪ John 17:15-17 

▪ We need to be growing in the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
▪ We need to protect ourselves and our church from false teaching wolves in sheep’s 

clothing. 



Questions to Consider

▪ How are you showing a sense of urgency to grow in 
the grace and knowledge of your Lord Jesus Christ? 

▪ Are you willing to ask God for the grace and 
opportunities to grow? 
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