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2 Peter 2:10b-16

False teachers seek others to  
join them on their misguided paths 



Communications about supernatural beings from false 
teachers are contrasted with those of angels (2:10b-11)

“10b Bold and willful, they do not tremble as they blaspheme the glorious ones,”  
▪ The arrogance of these false teachers is expressed in verbal mockery of supernatural 

powers.  
▪ Those who parade themselves about visually and verbally with self-confidence, 

uninfluenced by humility, are not wise. 
▪ Proverbs 21:23–24  
▪ Proverbs 17:27–28  

“11 whereas angels, though greater in might and power, do not pronounce a 
blasphemous judgment against them before the Lord.” 
▪ The good angels far surpass these human false teachers in ability and insight. 
▪ But the good angels never seek to diminish the power or the spiritual influence of 

even evil supernatural beings.  
▪ Jude 8–10  

▪ Arrogantly mocking the power and influence of evil supernatural beings is unwise and 
dangerous.  

▪ Diminishing the power of God’s holy heavenly host is even more dangerous. 



False teachers will earn condemnation  
for slandering the supernatural (2:12-13a) 

“12 But these, like irrational animals, creatures of instinct, born to be 
caught and destroyed,”  
▪ Animals do not have rational thought, so they are incapable of thinking 

things through like human beings.  
▪ When humans function at the base level of seeing this life and this 

world as the end of all, they are living like animals. 
▪ These are basic earthbound limitations and perspectives. 
▪ They believe themselves to be so enlightened and liberated, not 

realizing they are slaves of their own depravity. 
▪ Romans 1:22–25 



False teachers will earn condemnation  
for slandering the supernatural (2:12-13a) 

“blaspheming about matters of which they are ignorant, will also be 
destroyed in their destruction,”  
▪ Comparing the false teachers to animals, Peter says false teachers 

reveal self-centered and earthbound loyalties and perspectives. 
▪ Their earthly lives will end without eternal fulfillment and satisfaction, 

but with eternal damnation. 
“13 suffering wrong as the wage for their wrongdoing.” 
▪ The word “wrong” can also be translated “hurt” or “harm.” 
▪ Fearing they might lose out on earthly fulfillments in life, they mock 

eternal spiritual realities and pursue earthly human desires as if that is 
all there is. 
▪ Romans 8:6–8  
▪ Galatians 6:7–9 



The duplicity of false teachers  
mocks the way of truth (2:13b-15a) 

“They count it pleasure to revel in the daytime.” 
▪ They have determined that the greatest pleasure in life is self-

indulgence (“reveling”). 
▪ Their lives are so wrapped up in what is earthly and natural, they have 

no insight into the joy and satisfaction God provides His followers in 
Jesus Christ. 
▪ John 10:9–10  

“They are blots and blemishes, reveling in their deceptions, while they 
feast with you.”  
▪ Peter calls them “blots and blemishes” because they live like earthlings 

among the people of God.  
▪ They also want to enjoy “food and fellowship” with people in the church 

while their heart is firmly planted in the world. 



The duplicity of false teachers  
mocks the way of truth (2:13b-15a) 

“14 They have eyes full of adultery, insatiable for sin.” 
▪ Literally the Greek says, “They have eyes full of adulteresses.” 

▪ Their hearts and minds are looking for women to seduce. 
▪ They are unceasingly restless for self-gratification.  

“They entice unsteady souls.” 
▪ They are masters in exploitation. 
“They have hearts trained in greed. Accursed children!” 
▪ These are people who know full well how to manipulate others.  
▪ Make no mistake, such people are not people of God, but those who belong 

to their father, the devil. 
“15 Forsaking the right way, they have gone astray.” 
▪ They are in the local church, but they have forsaken the way of gospel truth 

and righteousness.  
▪ They seem sincerely confused and act as if they having a hard time figuring 

things out. 



The self-willed ways of false  
teachers are not uncommon (2:15b-16) 

“They have followed the way of Balaam, the son of Beor, who loved gain 
from wrongdoing,”  
▪ Peter compares their pattern of life with the pattern of life of previous 

enemies of the people of God. 
▪ Balaam was in it for the money and he wanted to defy God and curse 

God’s people for the sake of his own personal gain. 
“16 but was rebuked for his own transgression; a speechless donkey 
spoke with human voice and restrained the prophet’s madness.”  
▪ When Balaam’s heart was moved to profit from cursing the people of 

God, God got Balaam’s attention by causing his donkey to speak to 
him. 

▪ Balaam was crazy about money and the things of earth. 
▪ False teachers operate from the same carnal desires. 



Questions to Consider

▪ What desires operate consistently in your heart? 
▪ Are you duplicitous, justifying your worldly desires 

and encouraging other to follow you? 
▪ Are you a follower of Jesus, determined to stay the 

course and encouraging your brothers and sisters in 
Christ to do the same?
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