
2 Peter 2:4-10
Judgment is nothing new for God



Judgment is consistent with God’s activity in history 
(2:4-8) 
4 For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into 
hell and committed them to chains of gloomy darkness to be kept until 
the judgment; 
• Many believe that Peter, along with Jude in his letter about false 

teachers, are drawing on an account that developed during the 
intertestamental time, recorded in the book of Enoch. 
• Peter may be referring to the time when Satan led a rebellion of 

defiant angels who conspired against God and tempted Adam and Eve in 
the Garden of Eden, instigating the fall of man into sin. 
• Isaiah 14:12–17  

• These rebellious angels are cast from the place of God’s favor and 
blessing, restrained now by God’s power and for God’s purpose. 



Judgment is consistent with God’s activity in history 
(2:4-8) 
• “hell” – “Tartarus” used in Greek mythology to define the place of 

judgment where disobedient gods and rebellious humans are sent 
• “chains of gloomy darkness” – figurative language indicating these 

fallen angels are restrained from pre-fall freedom 
• 2 Corinthians 4:4  
• Ephesians 2:1–2  

• These fallen angels are reserved for certain judgment. 
• On the final day of judgment their condemnation is sure to come. 
• Romans 4:17 



Judgment is consistent with God’s activity in history 
(2:4-8) 
5 if he did not spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah, a herald of 
righteousness, with seven others, when he brought a flood upon the 
world of the ungodly;  
• God did not spare the ancient world, but judged all mankind. 
• Genesis 6:5–8  

• By the Spirit of Christ, Noah warned the people of coming judgment. 
• 1 Peter 1:11 
• 1 Peter 3:18-20 

• “Noah…and seven others,” were saved from the flood of God’s 
judgment.  
• The faithful few may feel the pressure of being the minority in the world and 

now the number of judgment deniers is growing in the church. 
• Peter reminds them, God was true to the few who believe His word.



Judgment is consistent with God’s activity in history 
(2:4-8) 
6 if by turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to ashes he condemned 
them to extinction, making them an example of what is going to happen 
to the ungodly; 
• Sodom and Gomorrah’s pervasive and uncheck immorality warranted 

the attention and judgment of God. 
• God rained down fire and brimstone on these cities, completely 

annihilating them. 
• Peter says their destruction is an example of the judgment God will 

bring upon the ungodly.



Judgment is consistent with God’s activity in history 
(2:4-8) 
7 and if he rescued righteous Lot, greatly distressed by the sensual 
conduct of the wicked 8 (for as that righteous man lived among them 
day after day, he was tormenting his righteous soul over their lawless 
deeds that he saw and heard); 
• The righteousness of Lot to which Peter refers is seen in Genesis 19. 
• Genesis 19:4–8  

• Lot’s distress over the homosexual intentions of the men in the city 
indicates he retained some sense of a Godward orientation in life. 
• Lot and his two daughters were the only people spared out of an entire 

city.



God is capable of caring for His people and ensuring the 
condemnation of godless (2:9-10a) 
9 then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials, and to keep 
the unrighteous under punishment until the day of judgment, 
• Biblical history shows the consistency of God delivering the few of His 

people while bringing judgment on the disobedient. 
• God will grant His people all they need to persevere under trial. 
• He will carry them through the ridicule of the faithless. 

• Judgment for the disobedient is reserved and certain. 



God is capable of caring for His people and ensuring the 
condemnation of godless (2:9-10a) 
• 10 and especially those who indulge in the lust of defiling passion and 

despise authority.  
• Those who gratify their nerve endings and mock the teaching that calls 

sin, sin, will not escape the judgment of God. 
• 1 Peter 4:3–5  

• The Scripture and those who proclaim it are seen as lacking any 
authority.



Questions to Consider

• In what ways does the reality of God’s coming judgment 
impact your day-to-day life? 
• In what ways are you being compelled to share gospel 
truth and certain judgment with others? 
•How have you seen God’s grace enabling you to 
persevere under trials?
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