
2 Peter 3:1-7
God’s word is reliable but scoffers are 
not



Ridiculers of the faith are not surprising (3:1-3)
Followers of Jesus should rest in the trustworthiness of God’s 
word (3:1-2) 

1 This is now the second letter that I am writing to you, beloved. 
• The people in the churches Peter write are loved by both God and 

by Peter. 
• God inspires and empowers Peter to want what is best for them and 

to write to protect them. 
In both of them I am stirring up your sincere mind by way of 
reminder, 
• In both letters, Peter shines the light on truth contained in Old 

Testament passages. 



Ridiculers of the faith are not surprising (3:1-3)
2 that you should remember the predictions of the holy prophets and 
the commandment of the Lord and Savior through your apostles, 
• Peter is returning to what he wrote about earlier. 
• Accurate and authoritative apostolic instruction 

• 2 Peter 1:16–18  
• Accurate and authoritative Old Covenant prophets recorded in Scripture 

• 2 Peter 1:19–21  

• Peter wants these churches to understand that the commands 
shared by the Apostles of Jesus Christ carry the authority of Jesus 
Christ .



Ridiculers of the faith are not surprising (3:1-3)
Scripture predicts the mockery of fools (3:3)  
• The New Covenant people of God have been warned repeatedly 

about false teachers. 
• Acts 20:29–30 
• 1 John 2:18  
• Jude 17–19  

• False teachers and false teaching must always be anticipated and 
we must always be on guard. 



Mockers of God inevitably reveal their ignorance 
(3:4-7)
Their anti-supernatural accusations are short-sighted (3:4) 
• These false teachers mocking claim that there is no future coming of 

the Lord Jesus and no reason to fear any associated judgment.  
• The doubts of the false teachers about the reality of divine 

intervention is in line with what skeptics have been saying for 
millennia.  
• Jeremiah 17:15  
• Ezekiel 12:22  

• The idea of supernatural activities altering the normal course of 
events is viewed by them as the fruit of an overactive imagination. 
• Only what can be explained normally and naturally makes any sense to 

them. 



Mockers of God inevitably reveal their ignorance 
(3:4-7)
They are ignorant of supernatural history in creation and the 
flood (3:5-6)  
• “deliberately” - shows that their sinful self-will is involved  
• Romans 1:18–19  

• The reality that the world came into existence spectacularly 
by God’s intervention is glibly overlooked by the false 
teachers. 



Mockers of God inevitably reveal their ignorance 
(3:4-7)
• The earth took shape by the supernatural intervention of God. 
• Genesis 1:2–3  

• Out of a watery mass about the world God places waters above the 
earth creating the sky. 
• Genesis 1:6  

• God then distributed the waters on the face of the earth so that land 
masses appeared. 
• Genesis 1:9  

• During the flood, God brought watery destruction to the earth. 
• This was supernatural and divine intervention. 
• The truth about the coming judgment is what Noah proclaimed but the masses 

rejected it. 



Mockers of God inevitably reveal their ignorance 
(3:4-7)
God’s word which was effectual in creation, will be effectual 
in judgment (3:7)  
• This world will experience judgment by fire, inflicted by the 
just hand of God. 
• Isaiah 66:15–16  

• Those who take the warning of coming judgment lightly will 
live to regret it. 



Questions to Consider
• Are you asking God to help you to know the truth of Jesus and 
walk in the truth of Jesus? 
• Are you guarding your heart, your home and your church with 
the truth of God’s word? 
• In what ways are you showing concern for others knowing and 
walking consistently in gospel truth? 
• In what ways would you say you take biblical threats of 
judgment seriously?
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