
The Purifying Work of Jesus
Hebrews 1:3b



He is the… 
• Son of God 
• Heir of all things  
• Creator of the world 
• Radiance of the glory of God 
• Exact imprint of God’s nature 

He…  
• Upholds all things by the word of his power 
• Makes purification for sins 
• Sits at the right hand of the Majesty on high  

He is therefore… 
• Superior to the angels

Jesus  
Hebrews 1:1-4



Perfect High Priest
After making purification for sins… 

• He is not only the Ruler, Creator and Sustainer of all, He is the Savior of all 

• What does he saves us from?  The wrath of God!  

• Jesus is the true and perfect high priest, who makes a once-for-all atonement 
for our sins  

• Leviticus 16   

• Atonement: “at one-ment” or “at one with” like being in harmony with 
someone.  In this case it means to be at one with God through the atonement 
that was made possible by the substitutionary death of Christ on our behalf.
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Jesus - High Priest
After making purification for sins… 

• Jesus came to make the “once for all” sacrifice. The need for cleansing ceremonies 
ceased.  The blood of bulls and goats could only atone for sins if the ritual was 
continually done year after year, while Christ’s sacrifice was sufficient for the sins of all 
who would ever believe in Him.  

• Propitiation is the act of appeasing the wrath of God, while expiation is the act of atoning 
for sin and removing it from the sinner. Both together are achieved eternally by Christ. 

• When He sacrificed Himself on the cross, He appeased God’s wrath against sin, taking 
that wrath upon Himself: “Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, 
much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God” (Romans 5:9). 

• Hebrews 7:26-28



Jesus - High Priest
After making purification for sins… 

• Hebrews 9:11-14, 22-28 

• Through Christ’s sacrifice for us, we are sanctified and set apart for Him. 
By entering God’s presence on our behalf, through his blood, Christ has 
secured for us an “eternal redemption” (9:12), and by his blood he 
“purifies our conscience from dead works to serve the living God.” (9:14). 

• How did He do it? By living a sinless life.  By going to the cross and 
bearing the judgment of God for your sins, taking the place of sinners.  

• 2 Cor 5:21



Jesus - High Priest
…he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 

• Hebrews 10:1-14, 19-22 

• Jesus sat down because His work is done.  There was no more sacrifice to be made. God’s 
Son having offered his infinitely holy and precious blood once and for all. 

• He sits at the right hand of the Majesty on high,  it is a position of favor, victory and power.  
For Jesus to be seated at the God’s right hand meant sharing the Father’s throne (Rev 3:21). 

• He sat down to rest from His redemptive work. He sat down to be honored as Lord on the 
throne. He sat down to rule.  He sat down to intercede. 

• He is the Prophet whom God has spoken his final word; he is the Priest who has 
accomplished a perfect work of cleansing for his people’s sins; he is the King who sits 
enthroned in the place of chief honor alongside the Majesty on high!



Things to consider
• Jesus is our King:  Are you ruled and governed, protected and 

led, by King Jesus?  Bow before him and surrender all! 

• Jesus is our Prophet: Do you look to Jesus for Truth?  We need 
truth; he is the Truth.  Come to his Word. 

• Jesus is our Priest:  Are you drawing near to Jesus for 
cleansing, for forgiveness, for interceding prayers, and for a full 
and loving reconciliation with God the Father?  Come to him 
today with confidence in the blood of Jesus!



Jesus - Superior to Angels
having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is 
more excellent than theirs. 

• Sitting at the right hand of the Majesty on high, marks him out as superior 
to the angels, a superiority that is highlighted by his name - that of “Son”, 
as seen in v5 (you are my Son)  

• The Son is superior to these messengers; God’s final word has been 
spoken in Him.   

• His the Prophet whom God has spoken his final word; he is the Priest 
who has accomplished a perfect work of cleansing for his people’s sins; 
he is the King who sits enthroned in the place of chief honor alongside 
the Majesty on high! 

• Hebrews 10:19-22


