
1 John 3:1-3
Celebrating The Fatherhood Of God



The present benefits of being children of God (1)

1 See what kind of love 
• John invites his readers to deeply consider the love God has 

shown them in Jesus.
• The type and scope of the love of God for us is unlike anything 

common to man.
• God’s love is otherworldly, but beneficial to ponder.

• John seeks to inspire awe, wonder and amazement from the hearts 
and minds of followers of Jesus who have come to be transformed 
by the love of God.



The present benefits of being children of God (1)

…the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; 
• The purpose of contemplating God’s love is not to magnify the recipient, 

but the Giver.
• The giving of this love permanently marks the lives of God’s children 

now and throughout eternity.
• 1 John 4:12 
• 1 John 4:19 

• Being “called children of God” is not just a title we wear, but an abiding 
relationship we enjoy. 
• Romans 8:14–17 



The present benefits of being children of God (1)

…and so we are.
• John encourages the affirmation of the present reality that we are sons and daughters of God.
• We experience many benefits right now as children of God and we should be thankful.
The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 
• Following God in life through Jesus can be tough and people can be hateful and mean.
• As they discounted and scoffed at the Sonship of Jesus, so people in this present world will scoff at 

the claim that we are children of God.
• John 1:10 

• John heard similar warnings from Jesus and he is sharing them with others now.
• John 15:18–20 

• The children of God and the people of this world are very different in thought and practice.



The anticipation of the future  
consummation of being children of God (2)

2 Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not 
yet appeared; 
• John identifies with them.
• We are the cherished children of God right now and we share this 

joy together.
• John now describes an “already-but not yet” tension.
• The benefit and blessing of being a child of God now is 

remarkable.
• But the coming joys for the child of God will be better by far. 



The anticipation of the future  
consummation of being children of God (2)

but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we 
shall see him as he is.
• The closeness of the character of the heavenly Father and the work 

of the Son are interrelated in this passage. 
• John now references the anticipation of the return of Jesus.
• 1 Corinthians 15:51–52 

• We all should look forward to seeing Jesus and being like Jesus.



The present sanctification realized  
by looking forward to future glorification (3)

3 And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure. 
• Looking forward to our future glorification incentivizes or present 

sanctification.
• The “hope” John talks about here is not fanciful desire for something 

that may not occur.
• The word hope John uses refers to a reasonable and confident 

expectation impacting how we think and how we live.
• What grips our focus shapes our lives!
• 1 Peter 1:13
• James 4:8 

• Children, your Father wants your attention!



Question to Consider

• Will you take some time today and write and Father’s Day note to 
God?
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