
2 Corinthians 12:11-15
Taking responsibility for permitting the divisiveness of others 



Gospel ministry is never about one-upmanship (12:11) 

• Paul is playing the part of a fool by talking about his spiritual experiences in 
order to defend his gospel ministry.
• Many in the church in Corinth have failed to defend Paul and as a result they have 

dishonored him.
• Failing to defend someone’s honor for the sake of comfort or relationship is wrong.

• Though his opponents claim to be men of substance and notoriety, Paul declares 
that they are no more significant than he (i.e. “nothing”). 
• Paul feels there is nothing notable about him.
• Romans 7:18

• This is what makes him dependent on Jesus and what makes his ministry shine for 
God’s glory. 



Gospel ministry perseveres with  
confidence in the provision of God (12:12-13)

• The natural environment of the city of Corinth produced specific qualifications for 
traveling speakers.
• Speakers are expected to look good.
• Speakers are to carry themselves confidently.
• Speakers are to have a polished and entertaining delivery.

• Paul meets the criteria of an Apostle because Jesus put Paul in the ministry and 
equipped him supernaturally.
• Paul patiently instructed and he served, waiting for the Holy Spirit to bring truths 

home to the hearts of those he love and cared for in the church.
• The expectation of a quick response from those addressed can make it more about 

the persuasiveness of the flesh than the stirring of the Holy Spirit. 



Gospel ministry perseveres with  
confidence in the provision of God (12:12-13)

• Paul’s desire for humility can be seen by how he distances himself from 
firsthand recognition.
• He defers to acknowledge the power of God that was operative as he did 

gospel ministry.
• Hebrews 2:3–4

• Paul is not a huckster preying on the gullibility of others.
• Paul is a humble servant of Jesus.

• The Holy Spirit was with him in great might and powerful spiritual 
things occurred as he persevered in ministry, but not as displays to get 
notoriety.
• Romans 15:18–19a 



Gospel ministry perseveres with  
confidence in the provision of God (12:12-13)

• Paul is as committed to gospel ministry in Corinth as he is anywhere 
else.
• Paul did not want any of them thinking he was ministering in Corinth for the 

money.
• Although they thought this would give him and them prestige, Paul refused it.
• Humbling himself by not requiring their financial support is not sinful.
• 2 Corinthians 11:7 

• Paul selflessly loves them and willingly serves them for the glory of 
God’s gospel grace.



Gospel ministry is others-oriented (12:14-15)

14 Here for the third time I am ready to come to you. And I will not be 
a burden, for I seek not what is yours but you. 
• Paul plans on returning to Corinth for a third time.
• He is not coming to them for his enrichment, but for theirs. 
• The pressures of worldliness are taking a toll and hampering 

their growth.
• How they progress in sanctifications matters greatly to him.



Gospel ministry is others-oriented (12:14-15)

For children are not obligated to save up for their parents, but 
parents for their children.
• The followers of Jesus in Corinth are his spiritual children and he 

is responsible for them.
• 1 Corinthians 4:14–15

• Parents consistently feel the responsibility to care for their 
children.

• Paul will not allow them to take the parent-child relationship they 
have and make it a sponsor-client relationship.



Gospel ministry is others-oriented (12:14-15)

15 I will most gladly spend and be spent for your souls. If I love you more, am I to be loved 
less?
• Paul’s motivations remain unchanged.
• Arrogance has developed in some of their hearts and they dishonor and devalue him.
• Paul is inspired by God to love and care for them and challenge the impact of their “new 

friends.”
• Self-centered allegiances are negatively impacting their lives and their church.
• He cautioned them about this earlier.
• 1 Corinthians 15:33 



Examination Questions to Consider

• Can you identify false teachers whose teaching and practices mirror the preferences of 
the society at large?

• Are you willing to identify your faults and failures of giving credence to unbiblical 
rationale?

• In what ways do you need to grow in grace to be more others-oriented and loving?
• Who are the people around in whose lives you can affirm God’s grace, enabling them to 

stand firm against the pressures of society?
• Who are the people you can affirm that are others-oriented and loving to the glory of 

God?
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