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2 Corinthians 11:7-15
Uncommon qualities that mark true gospel servants 



INTRODUCTION
■ Measuring our motives in life and ministry is an important practice 

and significantly challenging.	
■ Proverbs 16:2	

■ We must pray that God will open our hearts, reveal where we are 
and where we need to be.	
■ Proverbs 14:12	
■ Proverbs 16:25	

■ Self-deception is a genuine threat accompanied by a harsh reality!



Humbly serving others for the purpose of 
gospel integrity (7-10)
■ Paul asks them to reflect on his approach and explain to him how he was sinful in 

not seeking compensation. 	
■ His emphasis is the gospel of God’s grace and kindness in the gift of the Savior 

Jesus. 	
■ Paul’s prestige and the prestige of the Corinthian’s for identifying with his message is not the 

point.	
■ He charges them nothing and gives them everything!	
■ Revelation 22:16-17	

■ Paul has the right to be supported as gospel minister.	
■ 1 Corinthians 9:7–12	

■ Paul’s decision not to demand his right of support is not sinful and it does not lessen his 
message or the credibility of his ministry.



Humbly serving others for the purpose of 
gospel integrity (7-10)

8 I robbed other churches by accepting support from them in order to serve you.	
■ His purpose is to let them know he took money from other congregations to help fund his 

gospel ministry in Corinth.	
■ Rather than prestige, the Corinthians should feel humble gratitude for the selfless kindness of 

others.	
9 And when I was with you and was in need, I did not burden anyone, for the brothers who came 
from Macedonia supplied my need. So I refrained and will refrain from burdening you in any way.	
■ It is Paul’s consistent practice not to financially burden the church where he is ministering. 	
10 As the truth of Christ is in me, this boasting of mine will not be silenced in the regions of Achaia.	
■ Paul is not about to change his ways.



Selflessly walking in love for the good others and 
the glory of God (11-15)

11 And why? Because I do not love you? God knows I do!	
■ Opponents of Paul in Corinth likely accused him of not accepting their support 

because he didn’t love them as much as he loved other congregations.	
■ Paul is willing to entrust himself to God, whom he knows is responsible of the 

persevering love he feels toward them.	
12 And what I am doing I will continue to do, in order to undermine the claim of 
those who would like to claim that in their boasted mission they work on the same 
terms as we do.	
■ Christ-like gospel grace inspires the heart of the Apostle.	
■ Self-centered egotism is forefront in the heart of these false teachers.



Selflessly walking in love for the good others and 
the glory of God (11-15)

13 For such men are false apostles, deceitful workmen, disguising themselves as 
apostles of Christ.	
■ They are self-deceived and they try to deceive others.	
■ 2 Timothy 3:12–13	

■  “disguising” – They claim to be caring and concerned about truth and what is 
proper, but their intentions are self-serving. 	

14 And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. 15 So it is no 
surprise if his servants, also, disguise themselves as servants of righteousness. 	
■ Satan is the master manipulator.



Selflessly walking in love for the good others and 
the glory of God (11-15)
■ The fact that some people are very religious doesn’t mean they are not deceived 

followers of the enemy.	
■ Do you think the religious Jews of Jesus’ day thought they were the devil’s 

children?	
■ John 8:44	

Their end will correspond to their deeds.	
■ Such deceived deceivers are not followers of Jesus at all.	
■ Matthew 7:21–23



Questions to Consider

■ What qualities do you have as a gospel servant and what qualities 
are you looking for in other gospel servants?	
■ In what ways do you humbly serve others? 	
■ Are consistency and integrity a measurable part of your gospel life and 

ministry? 	
■ Do you see specific ways the Holy Spirit empowers you to selflessly 

walk in love for the good of others? 	
■ What are the evidences that the glory of God is central to your daily 

activities?
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