
The gospel is made effectual by the power of God not the persuasiveness of man 

2 Corinthians 11:1-6



GOSPEL HOPE IS ONLY REALIZED IN THE WORLDLY 
FOOLISHNESS OF JESUS CHRIST CRUCIFIED (1-2)
1 I wish you would bear with me in a little foolishness. Do bear with me!  
• The opponents of Paul condemn his gospel message and ministry as foolish. 

• 1 Corinthians 1:20–25  
• Paul entreats the congregation to listen to his plea.  
2 For I feel a divine jealousy for you, since I betrothed you to one husband, to present you as a pure virgin to 
Christ. 
• Paul is moved with deep jealousy, inspired by God and the gospel, to ensure the church in Corinth comes 

to Jesus with unwavering devotion and dependence on Jesus. 
• Paul will never be so concerned about their acceptance of him and that he alters his gospel message to 

them.



GOSPEL HOPE IS ONLY REALIZED IN THE WORLDLY 
FOOLISHNESS OF JESUS CHRIST CRUCIFIED (1-2)

Application: 
• Only the Holy Spirit can make palatable the message of Jesus Christ crucified for our sins. 
• We need to pray for and nurture Christ-centered passion and purity for others and 

ourselves.



TOLERANCE OF A SELF-CENTERED GOSPEL IS STILL THE 
PRIMARY TOOL OF DECEIT USED BY SATAN (3-4)
3 But I am afraid that as the serpent deceived Eve by his cunning, your thoughts will be led 
astray from a sincere and pure devotion to Christ. 
• At one point they were thrilled to pledge sincere devotion to Christ as His dearly beloved. 
• Now they are in danger of being deceived, just like Eve. 
• How did this happen? 

• Satan’s deception of Eve causes her to think she will be better off augmenting God’s 
way.  

• She is led to believe that God is holding out on her and Adam.



TOLERANCE OF A SELF-CENTERED GOSPEL IS STILL THE 
PRIMARY TOOL OF DECEIT USED BY SATAN (3-4)
• How is this like the Corinthian church? (Or any church?) 

• The Enemy is busy with alluring tricks.  
• Make no mistake; Paul clearly calls the deception of these intruders the handiwork of Satan! 

• How can Satan unfold his devious plans within a church and the Christian religion? 
• Satan does not always use the frontal assaults of heathen conduct (cheating, stealing, 

drunkenness, drugs, and sexual immorality).  
• Satan also loves to use a combination of the language of faith and religion with the content of 

self-interest, flattery, and self-righteousness.



TOLERANCE OF A SELF-CENTERED GOSPEL IS STILL THE 
PRIMARY TOOL OF DECEIT USED BY SATAN (3-4)
“4 For if someone comes and proclaims another Jesus than the one we proclaimed,”  
• When Jesus and His finished work on the cross is not the sole basis for acceptance and salvation before God, 

the sufficiency of Jesus is denied and another Jesus is being preached. 
• The work of Christ Jesus needs no assistance!  

• Matthew 20:28  
• Acts 17:24–25  

“or if you receive a different spirit from the one you received,”  
• The Holy Spirit is all about making much of the work of Jesus to the glory of God. 

• John 16:13–14  
• If the work being done in the name of the Spirit brings attention to men and women, this is not the Holy Spirit.



TOLERANCE OF A SELF-CENTERED GOSPEL IS STILL THE 
PRIMARY TOOL OF DECEIT USED BY SATAN (3-4)
“or if you accept a different gospel from the one you accepted,”  
• The gospel of Jesus Christ is the hope of the ages and with it we must never tamper. 

• Galatians 1:8  
“you put up with it readily enough.”  
• They see themselves and the gospel as adaptable.  
• If the Corinthian church of the first century could be led astray from the Christ-alone gospel, we must 

ask God to humble us and protect us from the dangers of deception.



THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST CRUCIFIED IS NOT AN INFERIOR 
GOSPEL, IT IS THE ONLY GOSPEL (5-6)
5 Indeed, I consider that I am not in the least inferior to these super-apostles. 
• Paul’s opponents in Corinth called themselves super-apostles.  
• Paul declares that he is not inferior to them in regard to his apostleship granted to him by Jesus. 
6 Even if I am unskilled in speaking, I am not so in knowledge; indeed, in every way we have made this plain to you in 
all things.  
• Paul acknowledges that he is not a polished orator. 
• If there is something Paul knows it is the gospel – taught to him by Jesus Christ.  
• Paul’s passion is to clearly communicate the truth of humble dependence on the crucified and resurrected Lord 

of glory – Jesus Christ! 
• How serious is the gospel to Paul? 

• Galatians 1:8–9 



QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

• Are you passionate about the gospel the world considers foolish 
nonsense? 

• Are you waging wars against self-centeredness out of love for the truth and 
care for others? 

• How serious is gospel purity to you?



The gospel is made effectual by the power of God not the persuasiveness of man 

2 Corinthians 11:1-6


