
John 17:15-19

Lessons we learn as Jesus prays for His disciples 

(Part 3) 



Followers  of J esus  ex perience protection from the 
dev il and his  ways  (17:15)
15 I do not ask that you take them out of the world, but that you keep them from the 

evil one.

◦ The calling of Jesus for His disciples is for gospel mission

◦ Gospel mission demands contact and engagement, not isolation 

◦ Jesus will experience crucifixion, burial, resurrection and ascension

◦ But His gospel mission on earth will continue through His saved and empowered people

◦ Matthew 5:14–16 

◦ Engaged in mission, we abide in the love and care of our heavenly Father 

◦ Gospel mission is full of opposition from the forces of darkness

◦ The “evil one” is a formidable foe, but our God is greater

◦ 1 Peter 5:8–11

◦ We should be praying for protection as well



Followers  of J esus  are not worldly  (17:16)
16 They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 

◦ Salvation changes loyalties and direction 

◦ The ways of justice and righteous are rejected by the people of the world, but they 

are embraced by followers of Jesus

◦ Those who are indistinguishable from the world are not followers of Jesus

◦ 1 John 2:15–17



Followers  of J esus  are set apart by  walk ing in God’s  
truth (17:17)
17 Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth.

◦ Those who are not of the world are “set apart” to be godly

◦ Followers of Jesus are set apart for a mission and are directed, not by feelings, but by 

biblical truth

◦ Jesus prays that His followers will be set apart from the world as those who walk in 

biblical truth

◦ The people of the world suppress or push down the truth for sinful and selfish reasons

◦ Romans 1:18 

◦ Followers of Jesus do not suppress the truth, but seek the light of truth in all they do



Followers  of J esus  are on a mis s ion to the world 
(17:18)
18 As you sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world

◦ Followers of Jesus, who are committed to walking in the truth, are on a mission to 

take the light of gospel truth into the world

◦ They understand that the gospel that blessed them is a message of hope that will 

bless others 

◦ Jesus will make this same point clear to His disciples following His death, burial and 

resurrection

◦ John 20:21 

◦ Just like our Lord, our lives are to be lived with gospel intentionality among believers 

and unbelievers



Followers  of J esus  reap the benefits of the death of 
J esus  (17:19)
19 And for their sake I consecrate myself, that they also may be sanctified in truth.

◦ The “consecration” Jesus embraces is that of providing Himself as an atoning sacrifice 

for the sins of His people

◦ His redemptive mission is to give new life and new direction to the people He saves

◦ 1 Peter 2:24 

◦ Through His consecration to the mission of redemption, He enables His followers to 

be consecrated to a life of truth and righteousness



Ques tions  to Cons ider

◦ In what ways do you feel the Lord would have you to be more engaged 

and intentional with the gospel?

◦How is it comforting and empowering to know that Jesus cares about 

protecting His people?

◦How do you see the truth being suppressed by people you know in the 

world?

◦ In what ways are the inspired truths of Scripture continuing to set you 

apart from the world?

◦Who are some people with whom you would like to share the gospel?
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