
JOHN 17:20-26

LESSONS WE LEARN AS JESUS PRAYS FOR HIS DISCIPLES – PART 4



JESUS WANTS THE GOSPEL TO ADVANCE THROUGH THE PROVISION 

OF UNITY, GLORY AND LOVE (17:20-23)
20 “I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their word, 21 that they may all 
be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe 
that you have sent me. 

 Jesus affirms the future fruitfulness of the gospel

 A significant part of the focus of oneness with the Father and the Son is that of the mission of the gospel

 The Father and Son share unity of purpose in making known the saving mercy of God through the work of 
Christ

 The Father and the Son are one, yet distinguishable in role and function

 Oneness for followers of Jesus does not demand complete uniformity
 Followers of Jesus have different gifts, personalities, and in disputable matters (adiaphora – differences concerning 

nonessentials) they can hold differing opinions

 In essentials there is commitment without compromise

 In nonessentials God provides grace to stay focused on the essentials of truth and gospel mission so that the church 
remains on task
 Mark 9:38–40

 None of us are perfect and we are all being refined by grace and gracious interaction 

 Graciousness is godliness in action



JESUS WANTS THE GOSPEL TO ADVANCE THROUGH THE PROVISION 

OF UNITY, GLORY AND LOVE (17:20-23)

22 The glory that you have given me I have given to them, that they may be one even 
as we are one, 23 I in them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so 
that the world may know that you sent me and loved them even as you loved me. 
 Glory - refers to the brilliant display of God’s character

 What is necessary to shine for God in this world is provided for us by God (“I have given to 
them”)
 Colossians 1:27–29 

 The power of Christ to empower and unify His followers is a significant part of our gospel 
witness to the world

 “so that the world may know that you sent me and loved them even as you loved 
me” - The display of loving unity puts God on display for the people of the world to 
see
 Love from God, for God, and for others bears testimony to the world of gospel grace

 John 13:34–35 

 Evangelism will be weak where the love of God is not on open display



JESUS DESIRES THE ETERNAL WORSHIP AND FELLOWSHIP OF HIS 

FOLLOWERS (17:24)

24 Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given me, may be with me 

where I am, to see my glory that you have given me because you loved me 

before the foundation of the world.

 Jesus longs for the worshipful presence of His people throughout eternity

 As the worship of the Lord is all-encompassing in earthly life so the worship 

of the Lord will be pervasive and multifaceted in eternity

 The removal of distinctions between secular and sacred that we battle with in 

this life will be gone forever



JESUS DESIRES HIS FOLLOWERS TO GROW IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF 

GOD AND THE LOVE OF GOD (17:25-26)

25 O righteous Father, even though the world does not know you, I know you, and 
these know that you have sent me. 26 I made known to them your name, and I will 
continue to make it known, that the love with which you have loved me may be in 
them, and I in them.” 

 Part of what makes God glorious is righteousness
 The people of the world are denying the righteous glory of God

 The followers of Jesus have the knowledge of God revealed to them and this revelation will 
continue throughout life and eternity

 The revelation of the name of God is made known to all the followers of Jesus
 The beauty and wonder of New Covenant grace flourishes in life and in eternity

 Because we are known and loved we will all know and love
 Jeremiah 31:33–34 

 Let us seek to know and love in anticipation of God keeping His promise to us



QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

 How can you better avail yourself to God-given grace to promote unity in the 

church?

 How do you see the pursuit of unity in the church as a witness to unbelievers 

in the world?

 In what ways do you see Christ in you as being the hope of glory?

 Why is love of God and others such a vital component of our witness to the 

world?

 In what ways is your heart encouraged to remove the distinctions of secular 

and sacred in your life?
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