
JOHN 19:1-16



BEATING AND MOCKERY DONE TO APPEASE THE RELIGIOUS 

RULERS (19:1-5)

1 Then Pilate took Jesus and flogged him
 Pilate attempts a new brutal strategy
 He orders floggings to appease the angry mob

 Luke 23:13–16 

 Floggings administered by the Romans could take one of three forms:
 fustigatio - less severe beating given for relatively light offences such as hooliganism

 flagellatio - brutal flogging administered to more serious criminals

 verberatio - most terrible scourging, regularly associated with crucifixion

 Pilate likely started with the fustigatio, hoping to appease the masses, but prior to 
His crucifixion, Jesus will receive the verberatio, not recorded in John’s gospel 
 Isaiah 53:3–5



BEATING AND MOCKERY DONE TO APPEASE THE RELIGIOUS 

RULERS (19:1-5)

2 And the soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns and put it on his head and 
arrayed him in a purple robe. 3 They came up to him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 
and struck him with their hands. 
 The Roman soldiers have no regard for conquered people and willingly mock 

someone claiming to be their king
 In mocking praise, they beat Jesus and hail Him as the King of the Jews 
4 Pilate went out again and said to them, “See, I am bringing him out to you that you 
may know that I find no guilt in him.” 5 So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of 
thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to them, “Behold the man!”
 Pilate’s authorized beating of Jesus brings Pilate to affirm that Jesus is not guilty
 Jesus is presented to them beaten, swollen and bleeding, showing He’s no threat
 As Pilate makes a spectacle of Jesus, he declares “Behold the man!”
 Pilate believes this will appease the leaders and the people they’ve stirred up



UNASSUAGED LEADERS DEMAND CRUCIFIXION FOR JESUS 

WHO CLAIMS TO BE THE SON OF GOD (19:6-7)
6 When the chief priests and the officers saw him, they cried out, “Crucify him, crucify him!”

 The religious leaders do not resent the harsh treatment of a fellow Jew

 These men, filled with jealousy and hatred, want Jesus crucified

Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and crucify him, for I find no guilt in him.”

 He tells them to handle the matter themselves, something they both know they cannot 
legally do

 Pilate again declares Jesus innocent 

 Another situation that reveals the sovereign hand of God

 2 Corinthians 5:21 
7 The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and according to that law he ought to die because 
he has made himself the Son of God.” 

 According to Scripture, any man claiming to be God commits an act of blasphemy 

 Leviticus 24:16

 Jesus made frequent claims to be the Son of God – God of very God

 John 1:10–11 

 John 1:12–13 



PILATE IS TROUBLED BY THE NEWS THAT JESUS CLAIMS TO BE 

THE SON OF GOD (19:8-11)

8 When Pilate heard this statement, he was even more afraid. 
 Pilate, being a superstitious Roman with Greek influence, believe men could be 

gods and walk among men
 There was something about Jesus that gave him fearful pause and now it is 

increased
9 He entered his headquarters again and said to Jesus, “Where are you from?” But 
Jesus gave him no answer. 
 Pilate’s fear causes him to inquire more about the origin of Jesus
10 So Pilate said to him, “You will not speak to me? Do you not know that I have 
authority to release you and authority to crucify you?” 
 Pilate reacts to the silence of Jesus with irritation
 He reminds Jesus that he has the power of life and death over him



PILATE IS TROUBLED BY THE NEWS THAT JESUS CLAIMS TO BE 

THE SON OF GOD (19:8-11)

11 Jesus answered him, “You would have no authority over me at all unless it had been 
given you from above.
 Behind the decisions of Pilate rest the overarching power of God
 The worst evil does not escape the sovereign purpose and plan of God
 This does not mean that men and women are not guilty for the decisions they make 

 Genesis 50:19–20 

 Acts 2:22–23 

 Acts 4:27–28 

 Pilate is in the position of authority by the hand of God and in this situation by the 
direction of God and culpable for every decision he makes before God

Therefore he who delivered me over to you has the greater sin.”
 It is likely Caiaphas who determined long ago to make an end of Jesus 
 Pilate is not exonerated by the greater guilt of Caiaphas, only less guilty be degree



JEWISH LEADERS DEMAND THE DEATH OF JESUS CLAIMING 

LOYALTY TO CAESAR AS KING (19:12-16)
12 From then on Pilate sought to release him, but the Jews cried out, “If you release this man, 
you are not Caesar’s friend. Everyone who makes himself a king opposes Caesar.” 

 Pilate is more motivated to have Jesus released

 But the Jews will have none of it and assure Pilate his actions will be reported to Caesar

 Pilate knows that Tiberius Caesar is paranoid and a bit unstable 

 If Jesus claims to be king and Pilate releases Him, Pilate will not be long for this world

 Tongue-in-cheek, the Jews are saying they are more loyal to Caesar than Pilate
13 So when Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus out and sat down on the judgment 
seat at a place called The Stone Pavement, and in Aramaic Gabbatha. 14 Now it was the day of 
Preparation of the Passover. It was about the sixth hour. He said to the Jews, “Behold your 
King!” 

 Pilate realizes his back is against the wall

 Pilate takes his place at the judgment seat to declare the verdict he is pressured to deliver

 "sixth hour" - mid-day 

 Desiring to have the last insulting word, Pilate says to them, “Behold your King!”

 He mocks them by stating this bloody helpless prisoner is their king



JEWISH LEADERS DEMAND THE DEATH OF JESUS CLAIMING 

LOYALTY TO CAESAR AS KING (19:12-16)

15 They cried out, “Away with him, away with him, crucify him!” 
 The only thing these Jewish leaders desire is the extermination of Jesus
Pilate said to them, “Shall I crucify your King?” 
 Pilate’s way of stinging them with one last insult
The chief priests answered, “We have no king but Caesar.” 
 In their passion to have their self-centered hatred of Jesus satisfied, they verbally 

disown God as their one true king and claim their king is Caesar
 Hatred and bitterness are powerful masters
16 So he delivered him over to them to be crucified.
 Pilate delivers Jesus to the Roman soldiers to do what the Jewish leaders pressured 

him to do
 Do not forget that God’s purpose in glorifying His name by providing salvation for 

undeserving sinners is being realized
 God is delivering Jesus to be crucified
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