
JOHN 19:17-37



CRUCIFIXION OF JESUS CARRIED OUT (16B-18)

16b So they took Jesus, 17 and he went out, bearing his own cross, to the place called 

The Place of a Skull, which in Aramaic is called Golgotha. 18 There they crucified him, 

and with him two others, one on either side, and Jesus between them.


16b So they took Jesus, - Jesus is handed over to Roman soldiers skilled in crucifixion 


17 and he went out, bearing his own cross, - each condemned criminal carried his 

crosspiece on his back to the visible place of crucifixion

 The Place of a Skull – likely a visible hill having the appearance of a skull

 There they crucified him, and with him two others, one on either side, and Jesus 

between them. – the picture is of Jesus hanging between two criminals each on a 

cross for all to see

 John 12:32–33 

 1 Peter 2:24 



PILATE PUBLISHES THE CRIMINAL OFFENSE OF JESUS (19-22)

19 Pilate also wrote an inscription and put it on the cross. It read, “Jesus of Nazareth, 
the King of the Jews.” 20 Many of the Jews read this inscription, for the place where 
Jesus was crucified was near the city, and it was written in Aramaic, in Latin, and in 
Greek. 21 So the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of the 
Jews,’ but rather, ‘This man said, I am King of the Jews.’ ” 22 Pilate answered, “What I 
have written I have written.”

 Pilate commands a soldier to write the charge against Jesus – “Jesus of Nazareth, 
the King of the Jews.”

 and it was written in Aramaic, in Latin, and in Greek.
 Aramaic - common language of the Jews in Judea

 Latin - official language of the Roman army

 Greek - lingua franca of the Roman Empire

 “What I have written I have written.” – Pilate gets the last word against the Jews 
who forced his hand by denying his assessment of innocence



SOLDIERS DIVVY UP THE CLOTHING OF JESUS ACCORDING TO 

SCRIPTURE (23-24)

23 When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his garments and divided them into four 
parts, one part for each soldier; also his tunic. But the tunic was seamless, woven in one 
piece from top to bottom, 24 so they said to one another, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it 
to see whose it shall be.” This was to fulfill the Scripture which says, “They divided my 
garments among them, and for my clothing they cast lots.” So the soldiers did these things

 Clothing of executed criminals becomes the possession of the Roman 
executioners
 They likely divide up the robe, belt, sandals, and head covering

 Rather than tear the fifth garment into four pieces, they gambled for it

 The Romans and the Jewish leaders are not in control, nor is any of this by 
chance

 This happens to fulfill Scripture
 Psalm 22:18 



WHILE DYING, JESUS TAKES CONCERN FOR HIS MOTHER (19:25-27)

25 but standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of 
Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved 
standing nearby, he said to his mother, “Woman, behold, your son!” 27 Then he said to the 
disciple, “Behold, your mother!” And from that hour the disciple took her to his own home.

 John records four women standing before Jesus – two he names and two he does not

 The Synoptics record the women who followed Jesus watching His crucifixion at a distance

 In agony He takes thought for the care and His mother needs 

 “disciple whom he loved” – a self-description made by John

 This act illustrates a truth Jesus had shared earlier

 Mark 10:29–30

 The body of Christ is a family where genuine love and care takes place among spiritual 
brothers and sisters 



JESUS ACCOMPLISHES HIS REDEMPTIVE MISSION (28-30)

28 After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to fulfill the Scripture), “I 

thirst.” 29 A jar full of sour wine stood there, so they put a sponge full of the sour wine 

on a hyssop branch and held it to his mouth. 30 When Jesus had received the sour 

wine, he said, “It is finished,” and he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.

 “I thirst” - Jesus isn’t just going through the motions to fulfill Scripture

 The executioners hear His request and dip a sponge in their drink of sour wine, 

cradling the saturated sponge on hyssop branch they lift it to His mouth 

 Sour wine is a common drink of Roman soldiers

 It is offered to Him, not in compassion, but as a means to extend His life and prolong His suffering

 What happens is to fulfill Scripture

 Psalm 69:21

 Jesus is on a mission sovereignly prepared in eternity and now masterfully fulfilled in time



JESUS ACCOMPLISHES HIS REDEMPTIVE MISSION (28-30)

 “It is finished” – one Greek word meaning the goal is accomplished

 This is the cry of victory

 John 10:17–18 

 This describes an important aspect of the mission Jesus came to 

complete that He prayed about in His high-priestly prayer in John 17

 John 17:4 

 1 John 3:16 

 There is nothing we can add

 Jesus accomplishes it all



JEWISH LEADERS REQUEST HASTENING DEATH SO THEY CAN HONOR 

THE SABBATH (31-37)

31 Since it was the day of Preparation, and so that the bodies would not remain on the cross on the Sabbath (for 
that Sabbath was a high day), the Jews asked Pilate that their legs might be broken and that they might be taken 
away. 32 So the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first, and of the other who had been crucified with him. 33

But when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. 34 But one of the 
soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once there came out blood and water. 35 He who saw it has borne 
witness—his testimony is true, and he knows that he is telling the truth—that you also may believe. 36 For these 
things took place that the Scripture might be fulfilled: “Not one of his bones will be broken.” 37 And again another 
Scripture says, “They will look on him whom they have pierced.”

 “day of Preparation” – Friday

 “Sabbath” – in Jewish practice the Sabbath began at sundown of Friday

 The soldiers break the legs of both criminals on either side of Jesus

 Coming to Jesus they see that He is already dead, so they don’t break His legs

 “one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once there came out blood and water” - the point is 
the verification of the death of Jesus

 His humanity died

 God did not die



JEWISH LEADERS REQUEST HASTENING DEATH SO THEY CAN HONOR 

THE SABBATH (31-37)

 He who saw it has borne witness—his testimony is true, and he knows that he 

is telling the truth—that you also may believe. – John was there and 

witnessed the death of Jesus 

 “that the Scripture might be fulfilled: ‘Not one of his bones will be broken.’” -

This is a promise of God’s sovereign involvement 

 Psalm 34:20 

 Zechariah 12:10 

 All this is happening by the hands of men, but it is ultimately the hand of God 

 In the eternal plan to provide salvation for His people, this mission is 

accomplished



QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

 What is your reaction to the sacrificial Lamb of God?

 How do you see the weight of judgment against you and your sinfulness 

here?

 How do you see the substance of God’s love for you here?

 Are you looking into your Judge’s face and seeing a Savior there?

1 Corinthians 1:18 For the word of the cross is folly to those who are 

perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 

 Even though people think the cross is folly, will you gladly proclaim it as 

the power of God to save desperate sinners?



JOHN 19:17-37


