
John 20:24-31

The resurrected Jesus 
reveals Himself to Thomas



The witness of the disciples and the reluctance of 
Thomas (20:24-25)

24 Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. 
• “the twelve” – a name for the closest followers of Jesus, although there were only 11 because of the betrayal of 

Judas
• “Thomas” – apparently has an unidentified twin sibling
• Thomas was not with the disciples the previous Sunday when Jesus revealed Himself to them in His 

resurrection body
25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark 
of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.” 
• Thomas returns to the disciples and they share their delight of seeing Jesus resurrected from the dead
• All this enthusiastic sharing falls on deaf ears when it comes to Thomas
• It is from this passage of Scripture that the descriptor “Doubting Thomas” originated

• Thomas is no more of a doubter than the other disciples
• Thomas has displays of devotion and courage

• John 11:16 

• Thomas has his fervent moments and his faithless moments 
• 1 Corinthians 10:12 

• Thomas declares that he will have to see Jesus in resurrection form and touch His scars to have his mind 
changed 



Jesus reveals Himself to fearful disciples and 
suspicious Thomas (20:26-29)
26 Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although the 
doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 
• A week passes and the disciples are still huddled in the room
• This time Thomas is with them
• “Although the doors were locked” – the disciples (apparently still living in fear of the Jews) 

have the door fastened shut
• If the disciples received the Holy Spirit the week prior, they would not be filled with fear behind a 

fastened door
• By the promise and power of the Holy Spirit, we are not to be people who cower in fear

• Hebrews 10:36–39 
• Praise God for resurrection power that keeps us from shrinking in fear

• “Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’” – as they face doubts 
and fears Jesus promises peace
• Our resurrected Lord provides His people peace before the righteous and wrathful God
• Jesus brings us peace with God but not with godless men and women and their godless systems

• Matthew 10:32–38 
• Jesus brings peace while the world brings storms



Jesus reveals Himself to fearful disciples and 
suspicious Thomas (20:26-29)

27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and 
put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 
• Jesus was not visibly present when Thomas made his declaration
• Jesus reveals that He knows of his statement and challenges Thomas to 

do as he said
• If seeing is believing, will Thomas now believe?
• Faith is not man’s contribution, but God’s gift

• The disciples are learning what true Christian faith is all about
• “Do not disbelieve, but believe” – What Thomas needs, Jesus now 

provides – His presence and intervention



Jesus reveals Himself to fearful disciples and 
suspicious Thomas (20:26-29)

28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 
• There is no indication that Thomas actually reached out and touched the scars of 

Jesus
• Jesus knows what is necessary to inspire faith
• When the heart is transformed the mouth confesses

• Romans 10:9–10 
• New Covenant grace will be in full swing with the dawning of the power of the 

Holy Spirit
• 1 Corinthians 12:3 

• Lord – Thomas is surrendering to all the sovereign authority he realizes Jesus has 
over his life
• God – Thomas openly proclaims the deity of Jesus 
• my – shows how personal this confession is for Thomas
• These are the words of adoring humble worship



Jesus reveals Himself to fearful disciples and 
suspicious Thomas (20:26-29)

29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed 
are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”
• Thomas personally sees Jesus and believes (a genuine blessing)
• Those who have not seen Jesus and believe display the blessing of divine 

intervention, not independent admirable perception
• Just as Jesus brought the reality of salvation to the disciples, Thomas, and 

the Apostle Paul, so too will He bring the reality of salvation to people 
today
• 1 Corinthians 1:17–18 
• 1 Corinthians 2:4–5 

• Jesus comes to seek and to save the lost



Purpose of the Gospel of John (20:30-31) 

30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which 
are not written in this book; 
• The life and ministry of Jesus were filled with miraculous displays of 

divine power 
• John is guided by the Holy Spirit to select only a small portion them
31 but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 
• The purpose of John's gospel is primarily evangelistic
• Jesus is the Messiah, the anointed one of God, who comes as God in 

flesh to be the suffering Savior and the resurrected and reigning King
• By believing in Him people have life in His name



Questions to Consider

• In what ways do you relate to the reluctance of Thomas 
to believe?
•What fears does the Lord need to help you overcome?
• Are you longing for a heart of humble and adoring 

worship before the Lord?
• Do you desire life in the name of Jesus?
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