
JOHN 21:1-14
JESUS MEETS HIS DISCIPLES AT THE SEA OF GALILEE 



Background of the disciples seeing Jesus 
at the Sea of Galilee (21:1-3)

1 After this Jesus revealed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias, and he revealed 
himself in this way.
• “After this” – following the previous revealing of Himself in resurrection glory to His disciples and 

Thomas
• The two previous revelations of Jesus were in Jerusalem
• At His first revelation, the disciples, in fear of the Jews, hid in a room with the door fastened shut

• Jesus commissioned them
• John 20:21

• Jesus promised them the power of the Holy Spirit 
• John 20:22 

• At His second revelation, Thomas, who missed the first, is with the disciples
• Jesus graciously reveals Himself to His skeptical disciple
• Thomas’s worshipful confession of awe and adoration (“My Lord and my God”) leads to John’s statement of 

purpose for this Gospel account
• John 20:30–31



Background of the disciples seeing Jesus 
at the Sea of Galilee (21:1-3)

• “by the Sea of Tiberias” – another name for the Sea of Galilee
• The disciples heard Jesus is going to Galilee and they are to meet Him there

• Mark 14:28
• Matthew 28:5–7 

• Their motivation to return home to Galilee is to see Jesus
2 Simon Peter, Thomas (called the Twin), Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, 
and two others of his disciples were together.
• As we learn from Thomas, there are days when not all eleven are together



Background of the disciples seeing Jesus 
at the Sea of Galilee (21:1-3)

3 Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” They went 
out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing.
• Most of them are fishermen and the Sea of Galilee is where they had their boats and nets

• This type of fishing is not done for pleasure
• They are not disobeying their commission, but waiting for Jesus and trying to make ends meet
• When you’re waiting on the Lord you do what you know to do while waiting

• It may be that the Lord is teaching a spiritual truth from a practical endeavor
• John 15:5 

• The unfolding of this event may have connection to the implications of previous event
• Luke 5:4–11 

• Jesus describes Himself as the Good Shepherd who’s roll in gathering sheep (souls of men and 
women) is essential
• John 10:16 



Jesus seeks His needy followers and blesses 
them with fruitfulness (21:4-8)

4 Just as day was breaking, Jesus stood on the shore; yet the disciples did not know that it was 
Jesus. 
• The Lord comes to the aid of His people
• They see a man in the distance on the shore and do not recognize Him as Jesus
5 Jesus said to them, “Children, do you have any fish?” They answered him, “No.” 
• The Lord addresses them as “children”
• This is an endearing address, not to be interpreted as diminishing or insulting
• “No,” is reasonable response to someone you don’t know 
6 He said to them, “Cast the net on the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they 
cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in, because of the quantity of fish.
• Maybe they think He can see something indicating fish from shore that they can’t see
• What do they have to lose?
• They cast their net and as they draw it in it is filled with fish



Jesus seeks His needy followers and blesses 
them with fruitfulness (21:4-8)

7 That disciple whom Jesus loved therefore said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon Peter 
heard that it was the Lord, he put on his outer garment, for he was stripped for work, and 
threw himself into the sea. 
• The “disciple whom Jesus loved” is John, the writer of this Gospel
• John tells Peter it is the Lord and Peter jumps in the water and heads for shore
• John is typically the first with perception and Peter is typically first to take action
• Peter wants to be with Jesus as soon and as much as possible
8 The other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from 
the land, but about a hundred yards off. 
• They all want to see Jesus, but they are not as impulsive as Peter 
• They are aware that once again they have seen Jesus do something extraordinary



Jesus is with His disciples as a servant 
who provides for them (21:9-14)

9 When they got out on land, they saw a charcoal fire in place, with fish laid out on it, and 
bread. 
• The night before His crucifixion, Jesus served them by washing their feet
• Jesus performs the ultimate act of service by becoming the atoning sacrifice for sin on the 

cross
• Now Jesus has a meal prepared for them on shore

• Matthew 20:26–28 

• The heart of service that characterizes Jesus sets an example for each of us
10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” 
• Jesus asks for a contribution from them 
• Even this is something He provided



Jesus is with His disciples as a servant 
who provides for them (21:9-14)

11 So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, 153 of them. And 
although there were so many, the net was not torn.
• Peter must have been a beastly strong man
• There are 153 large fish in this net

• The fact that there were 153 large fish shows that this miracle has eyewitnesses
• What Jesus did is miraculous

• Jesus secured all 153
• Jesus will secure all those He gathers to Himself as the Good Shepherd
12 Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared ask him, 
“Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord. 
• Jesus again invites them to eat 
• It appears that Jesus is not as easily recognized in His resurrected state



Jesus is with His disciples as a servant 
who provides for them (21:9-14)

13 Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and so with the fish. 
• As the greatest among them, He is their servant
• Jesus is an example to us all

• John 13:15 
14 This was now the third time that Jesus was revealed to the disciples after he was raised from 
the dead. 
• Jesus revealed His resurrection body to the disciples the first Easter
• Jesus revealed Himself again a week later with Thomas present
• Jesus reveals Himself to seven disciples by the Sea of Galilee 



Questions to Consider

•What is your purpose in life?
•What are some of the ways Jesus serves you and how can you be 

more worshipful and thankful as a result?
• In what ways do you know Jesus wants you to follow His example 

as a humble servant?
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