
Ecclesiastes 1:3-11
An earth-centered life is a pointless life



Review (1:1-2)
1 The words of  the Preacher, the son of  David, king in Jerusalem. 2 Vanity 
of  vanities, says the Preacher, vanity of  vanities! All is vanity.
• “Vanity” – like a breath or vapor
• Vanity indicates brevity
• Psalm 39:5 

• Vanity also means that life offers no supportable substance in 
and of  itself
• James 4:13–16 

• Ecclesiastes is the record of  Solomon’s repentance



What’s your return on investment? (1:3)
3 What does man gain by all the toil at which he toils under the sun?
• “What does man gain” - what remains that is of  value 
• “by all the toil at which he toils” – describes the hard, difficult and 

painful work
• People put in long hours and deal with constant challenges 
• Plans crumble, investments dwindle, families fall apart

• “under the sun” – What’s your profit margin for all your labor in 
the course of  life?



No one endures time (1:4)
4 A generation goes, and a generation comes, but the earth remains forever.
• Normally the statement is “A generation comes, and a generation goes”
• Solomon says it backwards to emphasize the replacement of  one generation by another
• There is an endless procession of  people coming to life and dying
• The earth itself  remains as the only constant
• This is the consequence of  Adam’s sin

• Genesis 3:19
• The consequence of  Adam’s sin passes on to every generation, because by sinner we show we 

are in this continual cycle of  sin and death
• Romans 5:12 

• Men and women may live as if  they are immortal, but the judgment of  death shows they are 
not



No one makes a discernable difference (1:5-7)
5 The sun rises, and the sun goes down, and hastens to the place where it rises.
• The orbit of  the earth around the sun, expressed by us and Solomon as sunrise and sunset, are 

repetitious realities
• It is a pauseless (“hastens” – means pants) indicating a repetitious journey
6 The wind blows to the south and goes around to the north; around and around goes the wind, and on its circuits 
the wind returns. 
• The wind blows around the earth
• It follows varying pathways, but repetitiously continues to blow
7 All streams run to the sea, but the sea is not full; to the place where the streams flow, there they flow again
• Solomon is describing how rivers flow into the seas and oceans, but never fill them up
• Again, the conclusion is there is activity that makes no significant difference
• The cycle continues; the trap is inescapable



What’s the point of  it all? (1:8-11)
There is nothing that is fulfilling (1:8) – 8 All things are full of  weariness; a man cannot utter it; 
the eye is not satisfied with seeing, nor the ear filled with hearing.
• The exasperation of  it all is beyond words (“a man cannot utter it”)
• “the eye is not satisfied with seeing” – people long to see new and different things

• Taking in new sights, scenes, and adventures are activities happening repeatedly
• We never get our fill of  seeing things (“eye is not satisfied with seeing”)

• “nor the ear filled with hearing” – our ears never get enough
• Our ears are constantly long for sounds
• Our senses are never fulfilled
• We look for more; we listen for more



What’s the point of  it all? (1:8-11)
There are no life-altering innovations (1:9-10) – 9 What has been is what will be, 
and what has been done is what will be done, and there is nothing new under the sun. 10 Is 
there a thing of  which it is said, “See, this is new”? It has been already in the ages before 
us.
• Solomon is not denying the fact of  inventiveness and creativity
• Nothing we find in life opens up the meaning of  life
• Times changes things, but time does not take men and women out of  their 

ruthless ruts



What’s the point of  it all? (1:8-11)
There are no unforgettable influences (1:11) – 11 There is no remembrance of  former things, nor 
will there be any remembrance of  later things yet to be among those who come after. 
• Many people want to make a difference and leave a legacy
• When we’re gone, the memory of  us fades into nonexistence
• As we age, our memories will fade, and when we are gone, the memories of  others 

about us will fade as well
• Try as we might to leave a legacy, we are really chasing the wind

• An earth-centered life is a pointless life
• Walking with God in truth and righteousness does offer us something more on earth



What’s the point of  it all? (1:8-11)
• Jesus makes the same point Solomon is inspired to make 

• Matthew 16:24–27 

• Jesus says there is a way to live a profitable life
• Matthew 6:19–21 

• So, is there something new under the sun?
• Yes, there is New Covenant life provided by the work of  Jesus Christ for all those Jesus 

gives a new heart
• Ezekiel 36:25–27 

• Being granted a God-exalting, Christ-centered and Holy Spirit empowered life is the 
only way to be delivered from an earthbound, pointless existence
• 2 Corinthians 5:17–19



Questions to Consider

• What are the problems you’re seeing with your earthbound work 
ethic?
• What are the problems you’re having with one-upmanship (the 

smug achievement of  intellectual, theological, and material 
superiority)? 
• How does walking with God in truth and righteousness offer you 

something more on earth?
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