
ECCLESIASTES 3:9-15
God’s purpose prevails in all the 
details of our work and lives



9 What gain has the worker from his toil? 

▪ Life is characterized by work of various kinds

▪ “toil” – arduous and unpleasant work

▪ The various challenges to productivity that we must endure are tied to the curse Adam incurred for sin 
against God

▪ Genesis 3:17–19 

▪ The hardships and unpleasant circumstances accompanying work are tied to the curse

▪ Solomon’s question connects with the advantage or benefit of work (“gain”)

10 I have seen the business that God has given to the children of man to be busy with. 

▪ “business” – the activity directed toward making or doing something; labor, occupation, task

▪ Laboring to make a living is a significant part of what occupies our time (“busy with”)

▪ Our attitude toward work reveals much about our hearts

▪ Is it your job or career or is it a stewardship entrusted to you by God?

▪ Colossians 3:17



11 He has made everything beautiful in its time. 

▪ Our occupations and work are enveloped in these descriptions

▪ In all the seasons and times God weaves a tapestry of beauty 

▪ We are blessed when we and others see it

▪ Ephesians 2:10 

▪ It is sad that there are blinded hearts and minds that fail to see the blossom from the bud of 
affliction and busyness

▪ 1 Peter 4:19 



Also, he has put eternity into man’s heart, yet so that he cannot find out what God has 
done from the beginning to the end. 

▪ God puts within the heart of every woman and man the desire for eternal 
fulfillment

▪ All the pursuits and fulfillments in life, delightful though they may be, leave us 
longing for more
▪ C.S. Lewis 

▪ “If I find in myself a desire which no experience in this world can satisfy, the most probable 
explanation is that I was made for another world. If none of my earthly pleasures satisfy it, that does 
not prove that the universe is a fraud. Probably earthly pleasures were never meant to satisfy it, but 
only to arouse it, to suggest the real thing.”

▪ God uses the longing for eternity to press people into the only hope one can have 
for eternal joy and satisfaction – Jesus Christ
▪ Only then will we partake of the meal that wafts into time from eternity

▪ Revelation 22:17 

▪ What God does for us in Christ for all eternity is beyond our wildest dreams



12 I perceived that there is nothing better for them than to be joyful and to do good as long as 
they live; 

▪ Until the dawning of eternal fullness in Jesus, the people of God are entrusted with the 
word of God to guide them
▪ 2 Peter 1:19 

▪ “Under the sunlight of God’s sovereignty, we should be holy and happy.” Douglas Sean 
O’Donnell

▪ We do “good” as defined by Scripture and we joyfully honor God in the experiences of 
life

13 also that everyone should eat and drink and take pleasure in all his toil—this is God’s gift to 
man. 

▪ God promises to provide for us all the days He has determined for us on His earth
▪ Matthew 6:27–33

▪ Those learning the secret of being content in any and every circumstance are receiving a 
glorious gift from God
▪ Philippians 4:11–13 

▪ All we need is gifted to us by God’s grace



14 I perceived that whatever God does endures forever; nothing can be added to it, nor 
anything taken from it. 

▪ God is sovereign and satisfied in time and eternity
▪ God has no deficits (“nothing can be added to it”)

▪ God cannot be robbed (“nor anything taken from it”)

God has done it, so that people fear before him. 

▪ We are all completely dependent on God
▪ Romans 11:35–36 

▪ To fear God is to reverently tremble and surrender to God’s sovereign power and 
control, even though we don’t understand Him and His ways completely

▪ An unteachable heart is proof of foolishness before the only wise God
▪ Proverbs 1:7



15 That which is, already has been; that which is to be, already has been; and God seeks 
what has been driven away. 

▪ Solomon here and in 1:9, communicates the reality that history repeats itself
▪ It appears pointless and unsupportive from a godless point of view

▪ Ecclesiastes 1:9 

▪ History repeating itself is purposeful and meaningful from a God-centered point of view

▪ “God seeks what has been driven away” – literally, God seeks what is pursued, 

▪ God has a purpose in all that happens under the sun and we must trust Him with 
all that we cannot understand
▪ Isaiah 46:8–11 

▪ There is much we cannot understand, but God works to increase our faith
▪ Romans 8:28 

▪ God’s good purpose will prevail in all the details of our work and lives



▪In what ways do you see God-honoring purpose in your 
work?

▪How well are you trusting God’s timing for the seasons of your 
life?

▪Are you affirming the beauty of God’s purpose in your life 
and in the lives of others?

▪In what ways are you surrendering what you cannot 
understand to God who brought you into His care and reveals 
that He can be honored and trusted?

▪In a world filled with fear and insecurity, where are you 
finding hope?
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