
ISAIAH 9:1-7

God’s gift of deliverance flows out of His judgment 



Introduction

• The true gift of Jesus we celebrate at Christmas
• Luke 2:8-14 

• Matthew 4:12-17 

• Christians celebrating Christmas need to understand that people in the 
world need a Savior, not cute and unthreatening baby in a manger 

• The only way Jesus can be a Savior is if He comes as God incarnate – the 
Word became flesh



God’s gracious gift of restoration 
resulting from His hand of judgment (1a)

“1a But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time he brought into contempt 
the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali...”
• The defiance of God brought the judgment of God
• Chapter 8 describes the judgment of God on the disobedient northern kingdom of Israel
• Almighty God brought judgment because they turned from God-centeredness to man-centeredness
• In chapter 8 God also promises to bring Judah down in judgment

• God’s judgment does not mean people are hopeless 
• Rejecting the ways of the Lord brings the pain of affliction
• God judges worldliness 
• God’s judgment brings gloom and distress because those He judges are overwhelmed by the insatiable 

appetites of godless nations and power brokers – 8:22
• What is the purpose of judgment?
• God’s condemning judgment brings damnation on the defiant
• God’s corrective judgment shows the futility and insufficiency of the world, humbling His people 

before Him pressing His people into Him
• Judgment exposes the foolishness of fearing man and seeking self-gratification and comfort from 

worldliness
• Isaiah 8:12–13 



God’s gracious provision of deliverance (1b-5)

God brings the light of deliverance in Christ to those in darkness (1b-2)

“...but in the latter time he has made glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, 
Galilee of the nations. 2 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who 
dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shined.”

• This refers to the area around the Sea of Galilee inhabited by both Jews and Gentiles

• For those in the gloom and anguish of sin, God provides the light of deliverance

• The prophecy of Isaiah finds its fulfillment in the coming of Jesus as Savior
• Matthew 4:12-17 

• The pain and distress of judgment may be used of God to open eyes and hearts to the grace of 
God’s deliverance 

• Isaiah prophesies about people in these places, humbled by the judgment of God, and sensing 
their need of God’s mercy 

• Matthew describes the blessing of the light of God’s grace in person and work of Jesus Christ

• Because of the gift of grace in Jesus, the light of deliverance and hope is shining!



God’s gracious provision of deliverance (1b-5)

• The power of sin and selfishness is no match for the power of our Deliverer (3-5) 
“3 You have multiplied the nation; you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when 
they divide the spoil. 4 For the yoke of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, you have broken as on the 
day of Midian. 5 For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult and every garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for 
the fire.”
• The glorious grace brought by the Deliverer will bring the joy of deliverance from oppression and victory over the 

enemy
• “they rejoice before you” – they know it is from the hand of God
• “as with joy at the harvest” – provision for their needs and hope for the future
• “as they are glad when they divide the spoil” – rather than being beaten, they are victorious
• Past: 
• Israel was oppressed by the Midianites and God brought deliverance through Gideon
• Present:
• The Assyrian nation will press against Judah, but God will bring a miraculous and stunning victory
• Future:
• The Messiah comes to break the power of sin and set the captives free! 
• Colossians 2:13-15 

• 5 For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult and every garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for the fire.”
• When God moves to bring deliverance, no power is too strong and no enemy too great
• No matter how big the sin or the consequences of our sin, the delivering power and grace of God is bigger



The description of our Deliverer (6-7a)

• “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder...” – This 
Deliverer who comes as a child will be the kingly ruler of all earthly powers
• Luke 2:11 

• “...and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor...”
• As Wonderful, Jesus is a supernatural and simply amazing Deliverer

• As Counselor, Jesus is filled with the wisdom of the Lord and teaches us to walk in His ways

• “Mighty God” – Jesus Christ, comes as God of very God, whose power and might are unlimited 

• “Everlasting Father”- Like a father, Jesus Christ continues to be an unfailing source of protection and 
love for His people

• “Prince of Peace” - Jesus brings not only a cessation of conflict, but also the fullest meaning of health 
and prosperity to the sin-sick soul

• “Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his 
kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and 
forevermore.”
• Luke 1:32-33 

• Matthew 16:18 

• Hebrews 1:13 

• At no time will His subjects be outside His power and His care



The power of our Deliverer (7b)

“The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.”

• The work of deliverance is not dependent upon the people

• The Lord’s passion for the glory of His name assures He will faithfully accomplish all 
He promises

• What God has promised, He is faithful to perform!
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