
Ecclesiastes 4:7-16
Additional workplace challenges

Community is preferred to all forms of  isolation – Part 2



Life is empty for loners who are workaholics (4:7-8)

Review
7 Again, I saw vanity under the sun: 8 one person who has no other, either son or 
brother, yet there is no end to all his toil, and his eyes are never satisfied with riches, so 
that he never asks, “For whom am I toiling and depriving myself  of  pleasure?” This 
also is vanity and an unhappy business.



Companionship is profitable (4:9-12)
9Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their toil. 
• Solomon is not focusing on marriage with the statement, “Two are better than one,” but 

he is not excluding it
• The focus Solomon has is on the advanced productivity that happens when you have 

a companion at work
10 For if  they fall, one will lift up his fellow. But woe to him who is alone when he falls and has not 
another to lift him up! 
• An associate can provide assistance during a time of  need



Companionship is profitable (4:9-12)
• People “fall” for a variety of  reasons: 
• Due to need, weakness, or unfortunate circumstances

• Matthew 25:34–40 
• Galatians 6:10 

• Due to temptation and sin
• Hebrews 3:12–13 

• Due to persecution and affliction
• Exodus 1:15–21 
• Acts 9:23–25 



Companionship is profitable (4:9-12)
11 Again, if  two lie together, they keep warm, but how can one keep warm alone? 
• Travel or tasks that take co-workers outdoors meant sleeping outdoors at night
• Staying warm is a great benefit when sleeping at night
• In these circumstances, one can’t!
12 And though a man might prevail against one who is alone, two will withstand him—a threefold cord is not quickly broken.

• The greater the number of  people involved in a task the greater the strength and safety
• We depend on others and others increase our resilience and strength

• You are wise if  you recognize how much you need others in your life
• The same is true for followers of  Jesus in the church

• We need each other to promote God-centered wisdom
• Proverbs 18:1 

• We need each other for mutual ministry
• 1 Corinthians 12:14 

• We need each other to encourage godliness
• Hebrews 10:24–25 

• We are not intended to go it alone



No one is indispensable (4:13-16)
13 Better was a poor and wise youth than an old and foolish king who no longer knew how to take advice.
• His evaluation is that it would be preferable to be a poor, but teachable young man, than to 

be an unteachable old and established king
• A teachable heart is a valuable asset in life
14 For he went from prison to the throne, though in his own kingdom he had been born poor. 
• Who is the young, teachable man who goes from prison to throne?
• It is possible Solomon is referring to Joseph
15 I saw all the living who move about under the sun, along with that youth who was to stand in the king’s place. 
16 There was no end of  all the people, all of  whom he led. 
• From nothing this young man ends up established in the kingdom, gains prominence, and an 

impressive following



No one is indispensable (4:13-16)
Yet those who come later will not rejoice in him. 
• The most prestigious have their day in the sun, but obscurity will come to them as well
• “The currently unpopular are always replaced by those who are not yet unpopular.” (Doug Wilson – Joy at the End 

of  the Tether)
• Exodus 1:8 

• The time of  viability eventually passes for us all
• Better to be old and teachable than to be old and stubborn and foolish
• Let us follow Paul as he followed Christ

• 2 Timothy 4:6–8
• In this unsubstantial vaporous world, we need to maintain and eternal focus

• 2 Corinthians 4:16–18
Surely this also is vanity and a striving after wind. 
• If  we are looking for meaning and substance from hard work and prestige in life, we will be 

disappointed



Questions to Consider

• How does your view of  marriage, family, and work need to be more 
biblically defined?
• What are some things you can do to value helpful connections with 

people in life?
• In what ways can you seek to become reliable and trustworthy brother or 

sister in Christ when opposition and affliction rises?
• Realizing you, too, will be replaced on earth, how can your eternal focus 

be better as you press on to finish the race and keep the faith?
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