
ECCLESIASTES 5:10-20

The challenges from greed and the call to worship



APPETITES FOR PROSPERITY ARE 
INSATIABLE AND UNNERVING (5:10-12)

10 He who loves money will not be satisfied with money, nor he who loves wealth with his 
income; this also is vanity.

• Those in love with money, and the material comfort and security it promises, find 
themselves in a never-ending pursuit of just a bit more comfort and security
• Attempting to find in money what only God can provide is a spiritually fatal endeavor

• Jesus made it clear that we’re commanded that God must be loved above all things

• Matthew 22:36–40 

• Those with a passion for money do not share a passion for God

• Matthew 6:24 

• Stockpiling wealth will never bring contentment and security
• This is “vanity” (unsubstantial breath or vapor) – no solid footing here

• Jesus and His truth are stability and solid footing for our lives

• Matthew 7:24–25



APPETITES FOR PROSPERITY ARE 
INSATIABLE AND UNNERVING (5:10-12)

11 When goods increase, they increase who eat them, and what advantage has their owner 
but to see them with his eyes?
• The more money and possessions you have the more it takes to maintain them
• It is not uncommon for people to add to the pile of possessions they’re too busy to 

enjoy
• When our focus is on God, we can enjoy what He has given to us for His glory
• 1 Timothy 6:17 

12 Sweet is the sleep of a laborer, whether he eats little or much, but the full stomach of the 
rich will not let him sleep.
• Those who work hard will sleep well at night, whether their dinner is little or large
• Rich people constantly eat well, and the demands of maintaining wealth occupy the 

mind of the rich, giving them indigestion  
• Work hard to the glory of God
• Rest well to the glory of God
• Philippians 4:11–12 



PURSUING WEALTH CAN BE 
DISAPPOINTING AND DESTRUCTIVE (5:13-17)

13 There is a grievous evil that I have seen under the sun: riches were kept by their owner to his hurt, 14 and 
those riches were lost in a bad venture. And he is father of a son, but he has nothing in his hand. 15 As he 
came from his mother’s womb he shall go again, naked as he came, and shall take nothing for his toil that he 
may carry away in his hand. 16 This also is a grievous evil: just as he came, so shall he go, and what gain is 
there to him who toils for the wind?
• A man during his life works and saves only to experience misfortune or disaster bringing the loss of 

all 
• Solomon does not give the exact cause – “bad venture”
• It could be the result of a bad business deal, poor investment, or theft

• Whatever happens is by God’s design

• Job 1:21 

• As with most fathers, they desire to leave their children something that will benefit and bless them 
when they die

• For reasons of bad breaks, people die broke
• You can’t take your possessions with you when you die 
• 1 Timothy 6:7 

• There are no guarantees you will be “successful” because you work hard, invest well and save much



PURSUING WEALTH CAN BE 
DISAPPOINTING AND DESTRUCTIVE (5:13-17)

17 Moreover, all his days he eats in darkness in much vexation and sickness and anger.

• We’ve all seen misfortune come to people

• What Solomon assesses we know is true

• We just hope it doesn’t happen to us – but it could!

• Is there something firm we can put our feet on?



OPENHANDED ENJOYMENT OF 
GOD’S GOOD GIFTS IS BEST (5:18 -20)

• Man-centered materialism does not give us anything firm to stand on - toils for the 
wind

18 Behold, what I have seen to be good and fitting is to eat and drink and find enjoyment in 
all the toil with which one toils under the sun the few days of his life that God has given him, 
for this is his lot.

• When we are blessed with the necessities, our hearts should be delighted that we’ve 
been able to work hard to make provisions for life and family
• Being miserable because we have not flourished with materialism in life is a dark cloud of sadness 

• Experiencing contentment that delightfully and lovingly flows from us, into the lives of our families 
and our brothers and sisters in Christ, is a proper and purposeful existence on earth

• 1 Thessalonians 4:9–12

• Joyfully share life with your brothers and sisters in Christ as you work hard and set 
an example of Christ-centered contentment



OPENHANDED ENJOYMENT OF 
GOD’S GOOD GIFTS IS BEST (5:18 -20)

19 Everyone also to whom God has given wealth and possessions and power to enjoy them, and to 
accept his lot and rejoice in his toil—this is the gift of God.
• Whatever God gives as the result of hard work, appreciate it and enjoy it
• 1 Timothy 6:17 

• Don’t idolize what you’ve received as a god of your own making

• Rather than seeking materialistic prominence and security, enjoy the gifts God provides, and do so to His 
glory

• All of life is an act of worship, including our work and what we are enabled to acquire and 
do

20 For he will not much remember the days of his life because God keeps him occupied with joy in his 
heart.
• When we rejoice in God’s blessings, we have no time for reflective misery
• Self-centered folks consistently want more and think they deserve more
• God-centered folks consistently know they deserve less and delight in however God 

chooses to bless them 



QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

• How does money and security battle with your dependence on God?

• Are there ways you can work harder and sleep better for God’s 

glory?

• How have you found the pursuit of wealth to be disappointing and 

destructive?

• How does openhanded enjoyment of God’s good gifts need to 

transform your work as an avenue of worship?
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