
Ecclesiastes 7:1-6
WISDOM IS NOT ALWAYS PLEASANT, 
BUT IT IS DESIRABLE (PART 1) 



Reflecting on death is preferred to 
reflecting on life (7:1-4)

1 A good name is better than precious ointment, and the day of death than the day of 
birth. 
u “A good name” – a reputation of God-honoring, Christ-exalting, Holy Spirit 

empowered biblical consistency
u “precious ointment” – an aromatic lotion of great value 
u What is the aroma of your life?

u 2 Corinthians 2:14–16 
u What will be the character assessment of your life at death?

u A life lived for the glory of God and the good of others is a life well invested
u Gospel grace makes all the difference

u Philippians 1:21–24 



Reflecting on death is preferred to 
reflecting on life (7:1-4)

2 It is better to go to the house of mourning than to go to the house of feasting, for this is the end of all 
mankind, and the living will lay it to heart. 
u “go to the house of mourning” - honoring the death of an individual by joining with a family at the 

time of the death of a loved one
u “go to the house of feasting” - attending a celebration or a party
u Many people enjoy the feasting and revelry of a party
u Going to a funeral can be far more profitable
u Many parents want to shelter their children from the reality of death – the unavoidable appointment 

for us all (“this is the end of all mankind”)
u The inevitable end of death is something profitable for “the living to lay it to heart”

u To lay mourning to heart is to give serious and deliberate thought to death
u This is something families, led by husbands and fathers, ought to promote with family members when attending 

a funeral
u A God-given opportunity to mourn should not cause us to fear or to cower 

u Hebrews 9:27 
u This is something churches should embrace as they consider the biblical ramifications of a life lived to God’s 

glory and a life lived selfishly



Reflecting on death is preferred to 
reflecting on life (7:1-4)

3 Sorrow is better than laughter, for by sadness of face the heart is made glad. 
u Many are content to entertain themselves to death
u Reflection on our condition can bring repentance
u Avoiding the truth can be like avoiding a mirror

u James 1:22–25 
u It is easier to laugh at a joke than to reflect on the condition of our heart in the light of 

eternity
u Jeremiah 6:12–15 

u When the godless die, it is no laughing matter
u People would rather go to a party than attend a funeral
u Biblical introspection, though heart-wrenching at times, can be joyous when it is used 

by God to promote transformation



Reflecting on death is preferred to 
reflecting on life (7:1-4)

4 The heart of the wise is in the house of mourning, but the heart of fools is 
in the house of mirth. 
u Those desiring to be wise will give serious thought and evaluation to 

their life and the lives of others
u Fools are content to be distracted from the discomfort of God-centered 

self-examination by the pursuit of what is pleasant
u The point is not to promote people being somber and joyless
u The point is that mourning is not to be avoided



Hard words from the wise are preferable to 
the impractical comments from fools (7:5-6)

5 It is better for a man to hear the rebuke of the wise than to hear the song of fools. 
u Those seeking wisdom are not above correction (hear the rebuke of the wise)
u Wisdom comes to those who have humble and teachable hearts
u Open teachableness is to characterize the church

u Colossians 3:12–16 
u People become foolish by always wanting to be entertained (the song of fools)
6 For as the crackling of thorns under a pot, so is the laughter of the fools; this also is 
vanity. 
u Setting thorns aflame under a pot causes a fast and noisy fire that will not heat the 

contents of the pot
u Those distracted by fun and games, make noise, but are not productive



Questions to Consider

u How does your life express the aroma of Jesus Christ among 
those who are being saved and those who are perishing? 

u In what ways can reflecting on death be beneficial to you 
and your family to the glory of Jesus Christ?

u What are the ways you need to battle the distractions of 
entertainment?

u How do you need to become more open and teachable in 
life and in the church?
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