
Ecclesiastes 7:15-18
People and things are not always as they appear 



Justice is  not always realized on earth 
(7:15)
“In my va in life I have seen everything .”

• Not everything makes sense and all things do not follow an established equation

• God cannot be put in a box and forced to function as man understands Him to be obligated 
to function

“There is a righteous man who perishes in his righteousness, and there is a wicked 
man who prolongs his life in his evildoing .” 

• There are general principles found in Scripture that godliness will prolong one’s days on earth
• Exodus 20:12 
• Deuteronomy 4:40
• Ephesians 6:1–3 

• There are general principles found in Scripture that wickedness will shorten one’s days on 
earth
• Psalm 55:23 
• Ezekiel 18:4 

• There are people devoted to the Lord who die tragically at a young age

• There are wicked people, who hurt themselves and others, who live deep into old age



Avoiding self-centered extrem es (7:16-18)

“16 Be not overly righteous, and do not make yourself too wise. Why should you 
destroy yourself?”

• We are commanded to be completely devoted to God
• Deuteronomy 10:12–13 

• Jesus says complete devotion to God is the first and greatest commandment
• Matthew 22:37–39 

• In the pursuit of true righteousness, there is no one who is overly righteous

• overly righteous - working hard to put on a display of works-righteousness 

• This is piety full of pride
• The scribes and Pharisee were seen as the epitome of righteousness

• Matthew 5:20 
• Matthew 6:5
• Matthew 23:1–5

• Being “overly righteous” is using religious activity with the motivation of worldly one-upmanship 
• Colossians 2:20–23 



Avoiding self-centered extrem es (7:16-18)

• Biblically, you cannot “make yourself too wise”

• To make yourself too wise is to appear to have more insight than is consistently 
possible
• It is not possible to categorize and compartmentalize everything that happens
• Our knowledge and our wisdom are limited

• “Why should you destroy yourself? ” – Seeking to be exalted as righteous 
and to be the fount of all knowledge is impossible and becomes self-destructive 

17 Be not overly wicked, neither be a fool. Why should you die before your 
time?”

• Prideful frustration with personal limitations regarding self-righteous pursuits 
and desiring to have all the answers sends some headlong into debauchery

• All self-centeredness becomes self-destruction
• Romans 1:22–25



Avoiding self-centered extrem es (7:16-18)

“18 It is good tha t you should take hold of this, and from tha t withhold not 
your hand, for the one who fears God sha ll come out from both of them.”

• Verse 18 summarizes the points made in verses 16 and 17 

• To come out from both is to put away both sides represented in verse 16 and 
verse 17
• God’s people are to put to death the self-centeredness of being overly righteous and 

overly wise
• God’s people are to put to death the self-centeredness of being overly wicked and foolish

• Both of these come by God-empowered humility and dependence on the gospel 
grace of Jesus
• John 15:1–5 

• Fearing God removes us from both self-centered extremes and presses us into 
Jesus



Questions to  Consider

• How can you remain worshipful as you witness apparent inequities in 
life?

• What types of self-righteous performance need to be put away from 
your life?

• In what ways are you playing dangerously with sinful self-satisfaction 
in your life?

• How can the glorious provision of abiding in Jesus become the 
means of victory in your life?
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