
Ecclesiastes 7:19-29
Additional nuggets of insight 



Wisdom 
provides 
strength (7:19) 

19 Wisdom gives strength to the wise man more than ten rulers 
who are in a city.

� A city with ten rulers, united for the purpose of oversight and 
protection, describes a strong and prepared city

� Solomon wants to show why pursuing wisdom (Scriptural 
truth and obedience) is a worthwhile pursuit

� Man-centered and world-approving conduct is weak and foolish
� God-centered and Scripturally obedient conduct that is worshipful, 

brings strength and wisdom



Wisdom 
provides 
strength (7:19) 

� If we desire the strength of biblical wisdom, we need to 
become intentional and focused

� Followers of Jesus need to stop making Jeremiah 17:9 excuses 
� Jeremiah 17:9 

� Followers of Jesus are blessed with a new heart so they can walk in 
the Spirit not the flesh 

� Ezekiel 36:26 

� The heart and mind of followers of Jesus are radically changed and 
are to be consistently renewed

� Romans 12:2

� Strength from biblical wisdom is a potential reality for every 
follower of Jesus

� We need to stop making excuses and start being intentional 
personally and corporately



Sin and 
weakness are a 
reality for us all 
(7:20)

20 Surely there is not a righteous man on earth who does good and 
never sins.

� Perfection is not achievable in this life, but a new direction is a 
gift of God’s grace

� The strongest Christians are still in a battle
� We all battle with weaknesses and sin
� The Apostle Paul acknowledges he is a work in progress

� Philippians 3:12 

� Awareness of our sinfulness and struggles is a consistent 
reminder of our need for humble dependence on God’s grace 
and power 



Over-reacting 
to criticism is 
unwise 
(7:21-22)

21 Do not take to heart all the things that people say, lest you hear 
your servant cursing you. 22Your heart knows that many times 
you yourself have cursed others.

� Knowing we all sin, we should not overreact when we find out 
someone has criticized or said something behind our back

� Not overreacting doesn’t mean what was said isn’t wrong and 
sinful

� It does mean that the sins of criticism from other should be 
viewed from the perspective of our own criticism of others

� We are all guilty of sinning with our tongue
� James 3:2 
� James 3:7–8 

� We should not demand from others what we don’t fulfill ourselves
� Matthew 7:1–5

� The point is not to overlook sin, but to view the sins of others 
in the light of your own battle



Insight in life is 
limited 
(7:23-25)

23 All this I have tested by wisdom. I said, “I will be wise,” but it was far from 
me. 24 That which has been is far off, and deep, very deep; who can find it 
out? 25 I turned my heart to know and to search out and to seek wisdom and 
the scheme of things, and to know the wickedness of folly and the 
foolishness that is madness.

� Wisdom will make one strong, but biblical wisdom is a tough thing to 
master

� Solomon requested wisdom from God and made wisdom a life-long 
pursuit

� Ecclesiastes 1:13

� The wisest man in the world confesses that even at the end of his life, he 
had not plumbed the depths of insight – “it was far from me”

� Our limited insight means we are never in a place to question God and put 
Him in the wrong

� Job 40:1–8 
� It is worshipful to realize and submit to the reality of our limited insight

� What Solomon was able to conclude toward the end of his life is that the 
conniving wickedness of man’s heart is nonsensical 

� Man professes himself to be wise, but only reveals his foolishness
� In the attempt to show the superiority of his reasoning, the schemes of man 

reveal themselves to be self-destructive
� Romans 1:22

� Those who claim godless wisdom only make matters worse, much worse



Hearts that 
stray lead 
others astray 
(7:26-29)

26 And I find something more bitter than death: the woman whose heart is 
snares and nets, and whose hands are fetters. He who pleases God escapes 
her, but the sinner is taken by her. 

� Solomon recounts one thing he knows, the doom associated with a self-
centered cunningly seductive woman

� Her practices lure men into traps, for her own self-serving purposes, and 
she captures and destroys them in the process of achieving her wicked 
goals

� Proverbs 5:1–6 
� Proverbs 5:21–23 

� A foolish man thinks he achieved a great conquest by having “his way” with her
� What he finds out too late is that he has walked into her web of destruction

� “He who pleases God escapes her” – men who God gives a heart to follow 
Him in truth and righteousness are delivered

� Jesus promises to be the protector of His sheep
� John 10:27–28

� Jesus promises a way of escape
� 1 Corinthians 10:13 

� New Covenant life in Christ leads us in righteousness
� 1 John 2:29 

� Brothers and sisters in Christ, we are promised the provision and 
protection of our Lord when we walk in Scriptural wisdom



Hearts that 
stray lead 
others astray 
(7:26-29)

27 Behold, this is what I found, says the Preacher, while adding one thing to 
another to find the scheme of things— 28 which my soul has sought 
repeatedly, but I have not found. One man among a thousand I found, but a 
woman among all these I have not found. 29 See, this alone I found, that God 
made man upright, but they have sought out many schemes. 

� In his relentless attempt to make sense of life – “to find the scheme of 
things” – he has been unable to figure life out

� “One man among a thousand I found, but a woman among all these I have 
not found.”

� In Solomon’s dealings he found one man in a thousand of perceptible 
consistency

� Among the women in his life, he found none
� This is a statement of the discernable depravity of both men and women

� “See, this alone I found, that God made man upright, but they have sought 
out many schemes.” 

� In creation, God made Adam upright
� It has been a downhill tumble since the fall of Adam

� Romans 5:12 

� Without divine intervention, men and women are hopeless
� 2 Corinthians 5:21 



Questions 
to
Consider

�What causes of rejoicing do you see in your life as a 
result of your salvation and transformation by God’s 
gospel grace, and His gift to you of Christ-centered 
wisdom?

� In what ways can you be more intentional and 
disciplined in your pursuit of wisdom?

�Why is it important to remember that you and your 
brothers and sisters in Christ are all in a battle with 
sin through progressive sanctification?

�What reasons come to mind that caution you about 
overreacting to criticism? 

�How is it worshipful and humbling to recognize the 
limit of your wisdom?

� In a world full of threats against purity, how is your 
heart encouraged by the protecting power of God?



Ecclesiastes 7:19-29
Additional nuggets of insight 


