
Ecclesiastes 8:1-9
WISDOM TO DEAL WITH AUTHORITIES AND OPPRESSION 



Walking in biblical wisdom is beneficial (8:1) 

Wisdom sets people apart with insight – 1 Who is like the wise? 

And who knows the interpretation of a thing?

 God imparts wisdom to His people who ask for it and seek it 

through His truth

 Isaiah 55:6–9

 Solomon sought God for wisdom

 We are to seek God for wisdom

 Deuteronomy 29:29 

 James 1:5 



Walking in biblical wisdom is beneficial (8:1) 

Wisdom puts God-focused contentment on display – A man’s 
wisdom makes his face shine, and the hardness of his face is 
changed.

 Wisdom transforms the countenance of those who walk in it
 Psalm 34:4–5

 2 Corinthians 3:12–18

 Wisdom, sought from God impacts everything, including one’s 
countenance

 Grumpy, critical and cynical people do not have the joy of the 
Lord as their strength, because they are not seeking wisdom from 
God



Wisdom respects God’s goodness behind 

governing authorities (8:2-4)

2 I say: Keep the king’s command, because of God’s oath to him.

 God entrusts the people to the care of their ruler

 The king is responsible to God for their wellbeing

 Good and evil are defined by God, not the whims and capriciousness 

of rulers
3 Be not hasty to go from his presence. Do not take your stand in an evil 

cause, for he does whatever he pleases.

 “Be not hasty to go from his presence”

 When seeking an audience with your ruler, do not rush in and rush out 
(disrespectful)

 If you are standing in truth and seeking justice, there is no reason to fear, not even 

the king



Wisdom respects God’s goodness behind 

governing authorities (8:2-4)

 Do not take your stand in an evil cause, for he does whatever he 

pleases.

 Subjects of the kingdom should not try to advance a sinful and evil cause

 The king’s enforcement of justice is supreme in the kingdom

4 For the word of the king is supreme, and who may say to him, “What are 

you doing?”

 If the king exposes your evil intent, his ruling authority can overwhelm 

you with punishment or death

 Wisdom instructs people not to be foolish or arrogant by selfishly 

challenging the judgment of the king



Proper timing is a product of wisdom (8:5-7)

Proper timing is a product of wisdom (8:5-7) 
5 Whoever keeps a command will know no evil thing, and the wise heart will know the proper 
time and the just way.
 Complying with God-directed authority keeps people out of trouble

 Proverbs 14:8 

 Rushing ahead without proper forethought can be counter productive
6 For there is a time and a way for everything, although man’s trouble lies heavy on him.
 The right timing and proper manner are to be sought consistently
 It is not wise to react without seeking God, especially when we are under the pressure of 

frustration or oppression (“man’s trouble lies heavy on him”)
7 For he does not know what is to be, for who can tell him how it will be?
 The wisdom we have and the wisdom we seek has limitations 

 Deuteronomy 29:29 

 Since only God knows how it will be, we need to ask Him for as much insight as He will give 
us
 Psalm 90:12 



Wisdom affirms some things are inevitable 

and unpredictable (8:8-9)

8 No man has power to retain the spirit, or power over the day of death.

 “spirit” – can be translated wind or breath

 Mankind has no ability to indefinitely sustain his existence on the earth

 Furthermore, God determines the day of death for everyone

 Psalm 139:16 

 Hebrews 9:27 

 It is arrogant to assume and claim to have the power to overcome 

death or to go beyond the time of death God determined 

 Ecclesiastes 3:1–2 



Wisdom affirms some things are inevitable 

and unpredictable (8:8-9)

There is no discharge from war,

 A soldier cannot decide he will not risk his life in battle

 The outcome of the battle is determined by God 

nor will wickedness deliver those who are given to it.

 Crookedness and deceit may bring temporary advancement

 Psalm 73:1-17
9 All this I observed while applying my heart to all that is done under the sun, when man had 
power over man to his hurt.

 We need the wisdom of God to face wicked, tyrannical people and systems

 Powerful people can hurt other people

 What we need in this fallen world is wisdom from God

 This means we need a connection with God through Jesus

 We need to pray for the power of the Holy Spirit to enlighten and empower us

 Psalm 90:10–12 



Questions to Consider

 Why do you need wisdom to survive and thrive in a dangerous and 

unjust world?

 What specifically are you doing to become a wise man or woman on 

the earth?

 Do you readily admit that there are some things that are beyond your 

understanding? 

 How are you seeking to advance God’s kingdom and God’s wisdom 

on earth?

 When crookedness and deceit seem to prosper, what would God have 

you do to walk in wisdom?
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