
QUALIFICATIONS FOR 
DEACONS

1 Timothy 3:8-13



DEACONS – WHAT ARE THEY AND WHAT DO 
THEY DO?

• Greek word, diakonos – servant; Paul uses this word 21 times in his writings - only 
translated as deacon three times

• Philippians 1:1

• 1 Timothy 3:8 & 1 Timothy 3:12

• Clarence D Agan III – research from his doctrinal dissertation: extensive lexical study 
on the diakon- word group

• Found four uses of the word group:

• Table attendance, Domestic attendance, Communication or delivery, Agency or instrumentality

• For deacons, the most fitting use is Agency or assistants



QUALIFICATIONS

• Deacons likewise must be dignified, not double-tongued, not addicted to much wine, not greedy for dishonest gain.

• Dignified = worthy of respect regarding their behavior

• Not…

• Double-tongued = hypocritical insincere speech, duplicitous

• Addicted to much wine = a drunkard

• Ephesians 5:18, Proverbs 23:29-30

• This is not a call to abstinence – wine is a sign of blessing from God

• Psalm 104:14-15, John 2



QUALIFICATIONS

• Not…
• Greedy for dishonest gain = the false teachers at Ephesus

• 1 Timothy 6:3-10

• John 12:5-6

• They must hold the mystery of the faith with a clear conscience.

• Mystery = divine secret that is now openly revealed
• 2 Corinthians 5:21, 2 Corinthians 5:17

• Clear conscience – pertaining to their lifestyle

• 1 Timothy 1:5, 1 Timothy 1:19



QUALIFICATIONS

• One thing to note, teaching is not a requirement for deacons

• The pattern set by the Apostles

• Acts 6:1-4

• Paul adopts this pattern in his appointing of roles for elders and deacons

• Titus 1:9

• Elders' primary role - to teach sound doctrine and rebukes those who contradict it

• Deacons’ role – to assist the elders in caring for the church

• Not limited to table servants



QUALIFICATIONS

• And let them also be tested first;

• Tested just like the elders to see if they meet the qualifications

• Tested = examined critically

• then let them serve as deacons if they prove themselves blameless.

• Blameless = above reproach; not sinless



QUALIFICATIONS FOR DEACONS’ WIVES

• Their wives likewise must be dignified, not slanderers, but sober-minded, faithful in all things.

• Greek word gynaikes – can be translated wives or women

• ESV translates their wives, referring to the wives of the deacons

• This is due to the definition and understanding of a deacon

• 1 Timothy 2:12

• Why are there no qualifications for elders’ wives?

• The nature of the role for elders is to teach

• 1 Timothy 3:2, Titus 1:9

• The nature of the role of deacons is to serve the body



QUALIFICATIONS FOR DEACONS’ WIVES

• Dignified  = well respected

• Not slanderers = not characterized by attacking the reputation of another

• Sober-minded = self-controlled; related to alcohol use as well as behavior

• Faithful in all things



QUALIFICATIONS

• Let deacons each be the husband of one wife, managing their children and their own households well.

• Faithfulness

• Bringing up their children in the discipline and instruction of the Lord

• Practical, observable testing ground to determine their ability to care for the church



REWARDS

• For those who serve well as deacons gain a good standing for themselves and also great confidence in the faith that is 
in Christ Jesus.

• Good standing – well respected in the church

• Recognized and appreciated by the church

• Hebrews 10:24-25

• Great confidence in the faith

• A significant growth in their personal faith in Christ



WHAT ARE DEACONS AND WHAT DO THEY 
DO?

• Deacons are an official office setup by the apostle Paul using the pattern that was 
established by the twelve in Acts chapter 6.  

• Deacons are required to meet certain qualifications, to be critically examined and 
vetted

• Deacons are directed by the elders and serve in their authority as their assistants in 
caring for the church

• In serving well as deacons, they receive recognition and appreciation from the 
church as well as a significant growth in their personal faith in Christ Jesus



QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

• In what areas of your life do you need to pursue spiritual growth and 
maturity?

• How are you looking for opportunities to affirm God’s grace in your 
brothers and sisters in Christ? 

• How are you using your gifts to build the body up in love?

• Do you see the office of elder and deacon as something to be aspired 
to?


