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The Doctrine of the Lesser Magistrates:

“[It] declares that when the superior or 
higher authority makes an unjust or 

immoral law or decree, the lesser or lower 
ranking civil authority has both the right 

and duty to refuse obedience to that 
superior authority. If necessary, the lower 

authority may even actively resist the 
superior authority.”





God is the Ultimate Authority
• Matthew 28:18- And Jesus came and said to them, “All 

authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.”

• Acts 5:29b- “We must obey God rather than men.”

• 1 Corinthians 7:21-23- Were you a bondservant when 
called? Do not be concerned about it. (But if you can gain 
your freedom, avail yourself of the opportunity.) For he 
who was called in the Lord as a bondservant is a 
freedman of the Lord. Likewise, he who was free when 
called is a bondservant of Christ. You were bought with a 
price; do not become bondservants of men.



Knowing Good from Evil

• Hebrews 5:14- But solid food is for the mature, for those 
who have their powers of discernment trained by 
constant practice to distinguish good from evil.



Knowing our Rights and the Limit of the State

• Acts 16:37-39- But Paul said to them, “They have beaten 
us publicly, uncondemned, men who are Roman citizens, 
and have thrown us into prison; and do they now throw 
us out secretly? No! Let them come themselves and take 
us out.” The police reported these words to the 
magistrates, and they were afraid when they heard that 
they were Roman citizens. So they came and apologized 
to them. And they took them out and asked them to leave 
the city.



Reverend William Gordon of 
Roxbury, MA -1794

“Though the partisans of arbitrary power will 
freely censure that preacher who speaks boldly for 
the liberties of the people, they will admire as an 
excellent divine, the parson whose discourse is 
wholly in the opposite, and teaches, that 
magistrates have a divine right for doing wrong, 
and are to be implicitly obeyed; men professing 
Christianity, as if the religion of the blessed Jesus 
bound them to bow their neck to any tyrant.”



John Calvin- The Institutes of the 
Christian Religion

“No one ought to doubt that civil authority is 
a calling not only holy and lawful before 
God, but also the most sacred and by far the 
most honorable of all callings in the whole 
life of Mortal men…The Christian endures 
insults, but with amity and equity defends 
the public interest”. 



We have the Protection of God

• Psalm 9:9- The Lord is a stronghold for the oppressed, a 
stronghold in times of trouble.

• Psalm 18:2- The Lord is my rock and my fortress and my 
deliverer, my God, my rock, in whom I take refuge, my 
shield, and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold.



“Stand in the Gap”
• 1 Samuel 14:24-46

• Exodus 1:15-20

• Daniel 3

• Daniel 6

• Matthew 2:1-11

• 2 Corinthians 11:32-33



David Hume 17th Century

“The precious sparks of liberty were kindled 
and preserved by the Puritans in England. 
And that, to this sect, whose principles 
appear so frivolous and whose habits so 
ridiculous, the English owe the whole 
freedom of their Constitution.”



Aldous Huxley- “A Brave New 
World”

“A really efficient totalitarian state would 
be one in which the all-powerful executive of 
political bosses and their army of managers 
control a population of slaves who do not 
have to be coerced, because they love their 
servitude.”



Questions:
▪ Do you currently see acts of tyranny by the government (unjust or immoral 

laws or decrees)? If yes, what are the acts, and if no what would that look like 

to you?

▪ Do you believe Christians can stand against governmental authority without 

breaking the law of God?

▪ How can we be in support of our lesser magistrates? Have you considered 

taking up an active roll in government and “Standing in the gap?”

▪ Are you praying for opportunities to stand for righteousness and liberty or are 

you fearfully looking the other way? What fears does God need to purge from 

your heart?


