
Ecclesiastes 10:1-7
Learning to guard against 
foolishness and its folly 



A little folly can make a big stink (10:1) 
1 Dead flies make the perfumer’s ointment give off a stench; so a little folly 

outweighs wisdom and honor. 

❖ Considering a perfumer’s ointment, one anticipates a pleasant and inviting 

aroma 

❖ If a dead fly ends up in the mix, a rancid stench is the result

❖ Solomon is describing the influence of folly on wisdom

❖ Folly toys with our heart and emotions – small emotional decisions that slowly 

take us from the course of wisdom to waywardness

❖ Small departures will eventually stink up our lives and become offensive to 

others

A fool in his folly stumbles down the path of life with impulsive compromises

Without repentance, unchecked little departures produce unpleasant rottenness



A little folly can make a big stink (10:1) 

❖ The path of wisdom does not allow compromises to abide, but longs for purity

This is a personal concern

Psalm 139:23–24 

Psalm 141:3 

This is a corporate concern

Hebrews 3:12–14 

❖ Pray for a teachable and correctable heart

James 4:6–10 

❖ A little folly is a rotten and dangerous compromise



Folly leads a heart toward selfishness and away from 
godliness (10:2) 
2 A wise man’s heart inclines him to the right, but a fool’s heart to the left.

❖ The right hand in Scripture speaks of the place of God’s affinity and affection

❖ The right hand also depicts the place where God protects and provides

❖ Those without God-centered focus tend to meander through life repeatedly 

distracted from the pathway of truth, by the rest stops of comfort and self-

satisfaction

Philippians 1:9–11 

❖ Spiritual slackers are consistently adrift from God, and neither attentive nor 

discerning

Romans 12:1–2



Vocal diarrhea exposes the fool in his folly (10:3)

3 Even when the fool walks on the road, he lacks sense, and he says to everyone 
that he is a fool. 

❖Walking on the road means being in public

❖ Fools in their folly are blind to their own foolishness

❖ Fools in their folly ramble on and on, thinking everyone is as impressed with 
them as they are with themselves

Proverbs 13:16

Proverbs 18:2 

❖ Solomon hopes that some fools in their folly will stop and take inventory of what 
characterizes their public behavior

Proverbs 17:28 



Cream rises to the top and so does pond scum (10:4-7)

❖Many rulers (political leaders) are pond scum - fools in their folly

❖ Knowing this happens and learning to deal with such rulers is an important 

lesson

❖When people in power start calling good evil and evil good, you know you’re 

dealing with a fool in his folly 

❖ Villainy and vileness will not only bring the judgment of God, this is the judgment 

of God

Romans 1:21–25 



Cream rises to the top and so does pond scum (10:4-7)

4 If the anger of the ruler rises against you, do not leave your place, for calmness 
will lay great offenses to rest. 

❖Wisdom does not panic at the first sign of trouble

❖When foolish anger and nonsensical outbursts arrive on the scene, retreat is not 
always the best option

Proverbs 16:14 

Proverbs 25:15 

❖ Hold your position, stay calm, pray for, and look for biblical wisdom

❖We need to learn to trust the sovereign hand of God to lead us through the 
darkness

Proverbs 3:5–7 

Psalm 37:5–7 



Cream rises to the top and so does pond scum (10:4-7)
5 There is an evil that I have seen under the sun, as it were an error proceeding from the ruler: 6 folly 

is set in many high places, and the rich sit in a low place. 7 I have seen slaves on horses, and princes 

walking on the ground like slaves.

❖ When fools hold positions of power, it can turn everything upside down

❖ In political systems, the best people don’t always end up in positions of power

❖ “I have seen slaves on horses, and princes walking on the ground like slaves,” - the normal and 

proper order of things has been turned upside down

❖ Is such a world out of control?

❖ When things appear godless and foolish, God is still in control

Isaiah 44:28

Isaiah 45:4–7

❖ There is an Anointed One of God who accomplishes God’s purpose as King of kings and Lord of 

lords – Jesus 



Questions to Consider

❖What flies of folly do you need to have God remove from the 

glorious ointment of His grace in your life?

❖Do you need to confess areas of spiritual slackness and ask 

God to help you return to seeking the most excellent ways? 

❖When you see that not everything rising to the top is cream, 

how can you honor and pursue God best in the midst of the 

scum?
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