
Introduction to Acts



Name

 Acts

 Acts of the Apostles 



It Is Volume 2

It is part two of Luke’s two-volume work of 

“Luke-Acts.” 

 Volume 1 (Luke) set the stage with the story of Christ.

 Volume 2 (Acts) continues with the story of the early 

church. 

The end of Luke dove-tails into Acts.



Authorship (Internal Evidence)

 Within Luke and Acts the author is 
anonymous.

 From the introduction of both books the 
author must be same. 

 In Acts 1:1-2 the author is addressing his 
friend named Theophilus saying:

“In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all 
that Jesus began to do and teach, until the day 
when he was taken up, after he had given 
commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles 
whom he had chosen.”



Authorship

 In Luke1:3 the author is also addressing 

his friend named Theophilus saying:

“Therefore, since I myself have carefully 

investigated everything from the beginning. It 

seemed good also to write an orderly account 

for you, most excellent Theophilius…” (NIV 84)

Note: the “orderly account” spoken above is 

about the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus.



Authorship

 Obviously, the book of Luke must be the 

former book the author of Acts is talking 

about.

 Since Luke is the author of the book of  

Luke, he must also be the author of Acts.

 Writing style of both books is the same.



Authorship (external evidence)

 Early church writers attest to Luke’s 

authorship.

 Irenaeus, the bishop of Lyons (c. 133- c. 200)

 Clement of Alexandria

 Tertullian



Who is Luke?

Luke:

 Is only mentioned three times (all by Paul 

while in prison).

 He was with Paul each of these times:

 “Luke the beloved physician greets you...” 
(Colossians 4:14)

 “Luke alone is with me… (2 Timothy 4:11)

 “Final Greetings Epaphras, my fellow 

prisoner in Christ Jesus, sends greetings to 

you, and so do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, 

and Luke, my fellow workers.” (Philemon 1:23)



Who is Luke?

 Luke:
 Is a Gentile (Colossians 4:10-14)

The only Gentile author in the entire Bible. 

 Was probably born in Antioch of Syria (as 
noted by Eusebius).

 Apparently is a doctor.
“Our dear friend Luke the doctor…”  (Colossians 
4:14)

This is supported by his description of different 
illnesses in both Luke and Acts.

 Is a missionary and companion of Paul (as 
seen in the “we” sections of Acts)

 Perhaps, for a time, is the Pastor of Philippi



Who is Luke?

 Luke was not an eyewitness of the 
resurrection but…

 …he was a capable and detailed historian
His history books Acts, and Luke make up more 
than 25% of the NT pages.

Note: his pages are full of geographical, cultural, 
and political details. These details have been 
supported, without question, by: 

 Archeological findings

 Other non-biblical historical writings of that 
time.

 In the past, Luke’s details have been 
questioned but archeological research has 
always vindicated him.   



Date of Writing

 Written between 63 and 70 A.D.

 Why:

 No mention of the outcome of his first trial in Rome.

 No mention of the savage persecution of 

Christians in Rome (67A.D.).

 No mention of Paul’s probable trip to Spain (4th

mission trip).

 No mention of the destruction of the Temple in 

70 A.D..



Time Span Covered

 Christ’s post-resurrection ministry to 

Paul’s first Roman imprisonment.

 The time span of the stories in Acts is 

approximately 30 years.



The Theme of Acts

Acts 1:8 best gives the theme of Acts:

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 

come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in 

Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 

end of the earth.”



The Theme of Acts

 Acts 1:8 illustrates the spread of the 

gospel  as ripples in water after a stone is 

dropped in.



The Theme of  Acts



The Theme of  Acts

 This is exactly what unfolds in the book of 

Acts.

 The theme therefore could be:

-The history of the early 

church and the spread of the 

gospel.-



The Purpose of Acts

 Teach the reality of the resurrection—Jesus 

was not dead!

 To encourage the future church.

 To connect the teachings of Christ with the 

teachings of Paul… 

 … by “demonstrating Paul’s apostleship and 

the Gospel as the center of Paul and Peter’s 

preaching.

 Acts binds the canon together. 



The Theology of Acts

 It addresses many theological/doctrinal topics in the 
context of the functioning church.

A few are:

 Salvation

 Christ return

 Structure and function of the church

 Missions

 The working of the Holy Spirit

 Sovereignty of God

 Deity of Christ

 Prayer



Style and Structure
 Acts is a historical narrative 

(approximately 50 stories). 

 Written clearly in the common dialect yet 
closer to classical Greek than any other 
NT writer.

 Stories written by “a first-rank historian 
and a man of exact and careful mind, 
painstaking in his research, accurate in 
his detail, and with flair for poetic and the 
dramatic.” (E.M Blaiklock, Zondervane Pictorial Encyclopedia of the 

Bible, Volume 1, p.41)



Style and Structure

When reading Acts it is one narrative after 

another in fast succession: 

 It must be remembered that it spanned some 

30 years and…

 …covered much of the know Roman Empire 

(It is estimated that Paul traveled over 10,000 

miles—by foot!).



Style and Structure
 “The fast-moving record might give the 

impression that the Christian Life is all 
excitement and adventure. But it should be 
remembered that there were days, and 
months, and years of unseen labor, of 
tedious routine, of common toil. Christian 
service does indeed have its days of 
exhilaration, but it also has its menial tasks, 
its daily round, and its mundane regularity.” 
(William McDonald, Acts-Dynamic Christianity, p-9)

-A great reminder for us in our daily Christian 
walk.-



General Content of Acts

 Begins with Christ’s post-resurrection 
ministry (1:1-9).

 Describes the characteristics of the infant 
church. 

 Shows the enabling power of the Holy Spirit.

 Pictures the explosive spread of the 
gospel—even in the mists of intense 
persecution.



General Content of Acts

The Acts of the Apostles primarily the story 

of:

 Peter in chapters 1-12.

 Paul in chapter 9 and chapters13-28.



Unit Division

 A Powerful Beginning

 From Zeal to Martyrdom

 From Jerusalem to the Ends of the Earth

 Missionary Journey One and the Jerusalem 
Council

 Missionary Journey Two

 Missionary Journey Three

 Trials in Jerusalem and Caesarea

 Paul’s Journey to Rome



Following the Ripples
A Glance at Acts



“… to the end of the earth”

Roman Empire During NT Times



“in Jerusalem”

299,558.17





“and in all Judea”

299,558.17



“and Samaria” 

299,558.17

“So Peter opened his mouth and said: 

“Truly I understand that God shows no 

partiality, but in every nation anyone 

who fears him and does what is right is 

acceptable to him.” Acts 10:34-35



“… to the end of the earth”

Roman Empire During NT Times

“But the Lord said to him, “Go, for 

he is a chosen instrument of mine 

to carry my name before the 

Gentiles and kings and the 
children of Israel.” Acts 9:15



Characteristics of  Paul’s 

Ministry

 Focused on major metropolitan crossroads.

 If possible,  spoke in the synagogue first.

 Ultimately, focused on bringing the gospel to 

the Gentiles.

 Often worked to support himself.

 Took every opportunity to speak to those in 

authority.  



“… to the end of the earth”

Roman Empire During NT Times





Ends of  the Earth- Mission 

1
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Jerusalem Council
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Chapters 19-20

Ends of  the Earth-

Mission 3



Chapters 19-20

Ends of the Earth-

Mission 3



Paul’s Trials Caesarea



Paul’s Trip to Rome



Paul’s Trip to Rome



Acts 28:31-32

“He lived there two whole years at his own 

expense, and welcomed all who came to 

him, proclaiming the kingdom of God and 

teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ with 

all boldness and without hindrance.”



Conclusion/Challenge

 Take encouragement by the study of the early 
church and its mission.

 Be inspired by passion and courage of the 
characters in Acts as they proclaimed the 
gospel.

 Examine your own life as you study each 
story/event in Acts and see how God wants 
you to respond.

 Pray and ask God to be guided by the Holy 
Spirit in your daily walk for him.

May your Christian life be enriched by the 
study of the book of Acts. 



Couple of Study Aides:

1. Watch the Visual Bible series on Acts

2. Color the poster


