
ACTS 1:12-26
AN EXAMPLE OF HOW TO WAIT FOR THE LORD



WAIT ON PROMISES WITH OBEDIENCE AND PRAYER (1:12-14)

12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s 
journey away. 13 And when they had entered, they went up to the upper room, where they were staying, 
Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of 
Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot and Judas the son of James. 14 All these with one accord were devoting 
themselves to prayer, together with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers. 

 They were told to go to Jerusalem and wait for the promise of immersion in the life and power 
of the Holy Spirit

 “the upper room, where they were staying” – may have been the room where they met with the 
Lord for the their last supper with Him

 There are various ways someone can wait
 Passively and quietly (not usually the best way to wait)

 Exodus 14:10–16 

 Obediently and actively (the most common biblical way to wait)

 Isaiah 40:28–31

 This is the way the eleven disciples waited in Jerusalem



WAIT ON PROMISES WITH OBEDIENCE AND PRAYER (1:12-14)

“All these with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer

 The spirit of prayer that characterizes them shows new sensitivity and devotion to God

 Unified prayers of humble dependence and anticipation display active waiting on the 

Lord

“together with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers” – the eleven 

disciples are not alone in the upper room

 Praise God for inspiring us to actively wait for the fulfillment of His promises with 

obedience and prayer

 While anticipating the fulfillment of promises of God in our life, let us do so individually 

and corporately with obedience and prayer



BIBLICALLY ASSESS CURRENT NEEDS (1:15-20)

15 In those days Peter stood up among the brothers (the company of persons was in all about 

120) and said, 16 “Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke 

beforehand by the mouth of David concerning Judas, who became a guide to those who arrested 

Jesus. 17 For he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this ministry.”

 Peter resumes his role of leader of the disciples 

 Luke 22:31–32 

 Luke adds that in addition to the disciples there is a total of around 120 (men & 

women)

 Peter affirms that the actions of Judas are a fulfillment of Scripture 

 Jesus told them this would happen

 Mark 14:18 



BIBLICALLY ASSESS CURRENT NEEDS (1:15-20)

 Probably through the post resurrection instruction of Jesus, Peter acknowledges the 

problem that the number of the Twelve is broken and needs to be restored

 There are twelve tribes that make up the nation of Israel

 Twelve Apostles will take up the representation of spiritual Israel in the New Covenant

 Luke 22:28–30 

 Romans 2:28–29 

 Galatians 3:24–29 

 Galatians 6:15–16 

 The Twelve Apostles hold a place of authority over spiritual Israel established by New Covenant 

gospel grace

 Judas was numbered among them, but through betrayal he is removed and needs to be 

replaced 



BIBLICALLY ASSESS CURRENT NEEDS (1:15-20)

18 (Now this man acquired a field with the reward of his wickedness, and falling headlong he 
burst open in the middle and all his bowels gushed out. 19 And it became known to all the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the field was called in their own language Akeldama, that is, Field 
of Blood.)

 Luke’s account and Matthew’s account tell different parts of the same story

 Matthew 27:3–10 

 The chief priests purchase the field with the money they gave to Judas

 This transaction takes place prior to Judas hanging himself and he hangs himself in that 
field

 Associated with his hanging, somehow his body eventually falls and his body ruptures 
on the ground 

 The property is called “Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood” because it was purchased with 
blood money



BIBLICALLY ASSESS CURRENT NEEDS (1:15-20)

20 “For it is written in the Book of Psalms, “ ‘May his camp become desolate, and let there be no 

one to dwell in it’; and “ ‘Let another take his office.’

 Judas is chosen by Jesus, but this does not mean Jesus got it wrong or that His ministry 

is ineffectual 

 What happens to Judas fulfills Scripture and guides the disciples to instruction that 

needs to be obeyed (“may another take his office”)

 Psalm 69:25 

 Psalm 109:8 

 Waiting on the Lord means doing all we can to biblically assess our current needs

 2 Timothy 3:16–17 



TRUST THE LORD’S GUIDANCE (1:21-26)

21 So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in 

and out among us, 22 beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up 

from us—one of these men must become with us a witness to his resurrection.” 

 Knowledge of the teaching and ways of the Lord from the beginning of the gospel is 

important

 This provides continuity and consistency in reflection and witness

 Some have said the disciples jumped the gun because the Apostle Paul should have been 

the 12th

 Peter is following the instruction the Lord gave to them through Scripture

 Paul affirms himself to be an Apostle untimely born

 1 Corinthians 15:7–9



TRUST THE LORD’S GUIDANCE (1:21-26)

23 And they put forward two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also called Justus, and Matthias. 
24 And they prayed and said, “You, Lord, who know the hearts of all, show which one of these two 

you have chosen 25 to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned 

aside to go to his own place.” 

 Choosing one does not mean the other is evil

 The one they choose is to be the one previously chosen by the Lord

 “Judas turned aside to go to his own place” – Judas is the son of destruction

 John 17:12 

 “son of destruction” - destroys and will be destroyed

 “to go to his own place” - abide eternally in hell



TRUST THE LORD’S GUIDANCE (1:21-26)

26 And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias, and he was numbered with the eleven 

apostles. 

 Casting lots was a common means of revealing what God selected

 The disciples take prayerful action, believing God will reveal His desire

 The disciples do so with Scriptural support

 Proverbs 16:33

 There is no further evidence of this type of decision making done by God’s people 

recorded in the New Testament

 Post-Pentecost the Holy Spirit is trusted to illuminate truth and guide the people of 

God

 God’s selection of Matthias is revealed



TRUST THE LORD’S GUIDANCE (1:21-26)

 In all of life we are not to rely on our own wisdom, but trust the Spirit of 

God to illuminate truth and principles from God’s word

 When there is no clear teaching from God, we trust the authorities 

established by God will be granted wisdom from God 

 When waiting on the Lord, you can trust God’s guidance by seeking advice 

from people you know love and walk in biblical wisdom



QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

What examples can you give of waiting on the promises 

of God with obedience and prayer? 

As you wait on God, in what ways are you biblically 

assessing current needs? Why is this important? 

Why is it important to trust God’s guidance? 
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