
Acts 2:14-21
The dawning of the Holy Spirit’s power in 

and through the church – Part 2 



Holy Spirit empowered communication continues (2:14-15)

14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, l ifted up his voice and addressed them: “Men of Judea 

and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and give ear to my words. 15 For 

these people are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of the day.

• The Holy Spirit’s gifting of the 120 with tongues gathers a crowd of those who heard the mighty 

works of God proclaimed in their language

• Peter, with the support of the eleven disciples, is empowered to declare the truth of the gospel 

to this crowd of perplexed people

• Fifty days earlier, f leshly fear overwhelmed them

• Mark 14:27–31 

• Mark 14:48–50

• The gift of tongues is not the only display of Holy Spirit -empowered boldness and 

communication



Holy Spirit empowered communication continues (2:14-15)

“ l ifted up his voice and addressed them” - speak out, declare boldly or loudly as a prophet 

or inspired person 

• The Holy Spirit inspires Peter to share

• The Holy Spirit empowers the eleven to stand up for gospel truth

• The testimony of Scripture is that the Holy Spirit will do the same for us

• 2 Timothy 1:7–8

“Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem” – Peter is following the instruction of the 

Lord given on the day of His ascension 

• Acts 1:8 

“ let this be known to you, and give ear to my words” – Peter calls them to pay attention 



Holy Spirit empowered communication continues 

(2:14-15)

15 For these people are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of the 

day.

• Some ridicule this gift of tongues as the babblings of people who are drunk

• But being f il led with the Spirit is to be a regular pursuit

• Ephesians 5:18–19

“since it is only the third hour of the day” – Peter humorously refutes the charge of 

drunkenness because it is only 9:00 in the morning

This crowd needs to consider another possibility – God is speaking to them and calling 

them to repentance



Holy Spirit illuminated Scriptural prophecy (2:16-21) 

16 But this is what was uttered through the prophet Joel: 

• Peter says that these events are a ful f i l lment of a prophecy given by Joel

• Joel 2:28–32a

17 “ ‘And in the last days i t  shal l  be,”

• The inspired writers of the New Testament saw themselves as being in the “ last days”

• 1 Peter 1:20 

• 1 Timothy 4:1 

• 2 Timothy 3:1 

• Hebrews 1:1–2 

• Hebrews 9:26 

• 1 John 2:18

• “ last days” - from the time of the ascension of Jesus Christ unti l  His return

• The gospel of Jesus is far better served by Spirit -empowered engagement, than by sel f -centered passivity that 

desires an escape



Holy Spirit illuminated Scriptural prophecy (2:16-21) 

God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit on all f lesh, 

• All of God’s people are given life and empowerment through the indwelling Holy Spirit in 

the last days 

• “pour out my Spirit” – indicates an overwhelming abundance

• “all flesh” - all nations and ethnicities in the world among God’s elect



Holy Spirit illuminated Scriptural prophecy (2:16-21) 

and your sons and your daughters shal l  prophesy, and your young men shal l  see vis ions, and your old men shal l  

dream dreams; 18 even on my male servants and female servants in those days I  wi l l  pour out my Spir i t ,  and they 

shal l  prophesy.

• In the Old Covenant, the Spirit  of God anointed certain people for specia l tasks 

• Every chi ld of God is indwelt and empowered by the Holy Spirit in the New Covenant

• “your sons and your daughters ” – both genders are blessed by the Spirit  of grace

• “your young men...your o ld men ” – regardless one’s age, the indwel l ing Spirit is  real i ty

• “my male servants and female servants ” – God personal ly identi f ies with those who have l i t t le regard in l i fe

• “prophesy.. .v is ions.. .dreams ” – indicat ive of the blessing of God’s indwel l ing presence – they are recip ients of 

truth and the abi l i ty to understand it  and l ive it

• The greatest revelation God provides in redemptive history is the revelation of gospel truth and hope through His 

Son, Jesus

• The most wonderful revelation one can receive is that Jesus is the means to be made r ight with God and become 

chi ldren of God

• 1 John 3:1



Holy Spirit illuminated Scriptural prophecy (2:16-21) 

• Child of God, you are blessed immensely more than any other humans on God’s planet

• 1 Corinthians 12:13 

• Galatians 3:28 

• Those gathering in Jerusalem for Pentecost, or any feast or observance, are in the 

shadow of the theocratic and religious superiors

• At the Feast of Booth (Tabernacles) Jesus connects the promise of the Holy Spirit to 

all those who believe in Him

• John 7:37–39 



Holy Spirit illuminated Scriptural prophecy (2:16-21) 

19 And I will show wonders in the heavens above and signs on the earth below, blood, 

and fire, and vapor of smoke; 20 the sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to 

blood, before the day of the Lord comes, the great and magnificent day. 

• There were stupendous things that occurred at the time of the crucifixion and death of 

Jesus

• Matthew 27:45 

• Matthew 27:51–54 

• These wonders are a foretaste of the wonders that will occur at the Second Coming of 

Jesus



Holy Spirit illuminated Scriptural prophecy (2:16-21) 

21 And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord shall be 

saved.’ 

• The point of decision that Peter presses through his message to those gathered in 

Jerusalem is to repent because of their impending judgment

• Acts 2:34–36 

• Calling on the Lord in repentance and faith is necessary when you realize His hand of 

judgment is raised against you

• Romans 10:9–13 

• The Spirit of God is stil l pressing people into Jesus for salvation today



Questions to Consider 

• In what ways can you relate to the transformation of Peter and the 

Eleven because of the presence and power of the Holy Spirit? 

• Is boldness something you long for and are willing to ask God to give 

your through His Holy Spirit?

• How is it encouraging to you to know that the Holy Spirit is poured out 

on all the people of God, not just a select few?

• In the face of impending judgement, why is it important to call out to 

the Lord in repentance and faith? 
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