
Acts 2:22-31
The dawning of the Holy Spirit’s power in and through the church – Part 3



Introduction

Colossians 2:6–7 6 Therefore, as you received Christ 
Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, 7 rooted and built up in 
him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, 
abounding in thanksgiving. 



God’s Plan Through the Crucifixion of Jesus (22-24)
Jesus’ Life and Ministry Confirm He is on a Mission from God (2:22) – 22 “Men of Israel, hear 
these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with mighty works and wonders 
and signs that God did through him in your midst, as you yourselves know—

• Peter once again calls the people to pay attention to his message

• Peter acknowledges the hometown of Jesus is Nazareth

• Peter is not denying the reality of the identity of Jesus

• Jesus became well known to them as one who performed mighty works and wonders and 
signs
• To say Jesus made quite a scene by His deeds is an understatement
• The Jewish historian, Josephus, references his knowledge of Jesus and the “remarkable and strange 

works” that Jesus did 

• His incredible acts are undeniable
• John 3:1–2 

• People of that time said the works of Jesus are of God, or the works of the devil, or the 
works of a magician
• John 9:16



God’s Plan Through the Crucifixion of Jesus (22-24)
God’s Sovereign Plan and the Culpability of People in the Crucifixion (2:23)

23 this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of 
God, 

• The crucifixion of Jesus is not something God opposed, but planned
• Romans 8:32

• Jesus made the same point to His disciples prior to His crucifixion
• John 10:17–18

• God’s plan is eternal, and it unfolds in time just as He determines
• Ephesians 1:3–6 
• Psalm 115:2–3 
• Psalm 135:6 
• Isaiah 46:9–11 
• Lamentations 3:37–39



God’s Plan Through the Crucifixion of Jesus (22-24)

• Impersonal fate is not in control

• God, who is good and personal, is in control

• God’s eternal plan is to provide redemption for sinful men and 
women, through the substitutionary atonement made by His Son
• The righteous, wrath-appeasing sacrifice is made by Jesus on the cross

• God’s plan secures salvation by grace alone, by faith alone, through Christ 
alone



God’s Plan Through the Crucifixion of Jesus (22-24)

• They are culpable, because being in the bonds of sin, they did what 
they wanted to do
• They didn’t falsely condemn Jesus and hand Him over to be crucified against 

their will

• It was their will to destroy Him

• This is the same principle at work in the life of Joseph
• Genesis 50:20 

• People are guilty of the evil they propagate, and God’s plan to bring 
glory to His name continues to unfold

• We are blessed when we know His heart and walk in His ways



God’s Plan Through the Crucifixion of Jesus (22-24)

Resurrection Victory is Achieved by Jesus (2:24) – 24 God raised him up, loosing 
the pangs of death, because it was not possible for him to be held by it. 

• “pangs of death” – the miserable grip of death
• The misery of death, both spiritual and physical, are the wages of sin and has been since 

Adam
• Romans 5:12 

• Jesus experienced the pangs of death to provide deliverance from death for His people

• “because it was not possible for him to be held by it” – Jesus fulfills all 
righteousness and satisfies the debt and penalty for sin
• The victory of Jesus is openly declared by His resurrection from the dead
• The victory secured by Jesus is shared with those He saves

• 1 Corinthians 15:20–22 
• 1 Corinthians 15:56–57 



David’s Messianic Prophecy (25-28)
25 For David says concerning him, “ ‘I saw the Lord always before me, for he is at 
my right hand that I may not be shaken; 26 therefore my heart was glad, and my 
tongue rejoiced; my flesh also will dwell in hope. 27 For you will not abandon my 
soul to Hades, or let your Holy One see corruption. 28 You have made known to 
me the paths of life; you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’ 

• Peter quotes from Psalm 16:8-11

• Peter’s quotation from this song of David indicates that the application of it is 
not to David, but to Jesus, the Messiah

• The initial lines of the Psalm quoted by Peter refer to complete devotion and 
obedience

• The line referring to corruption cannot refer to David

• The Victor that David describes walks with renewed life and is filled with 
gladness to be back in the presence of His Father



Jesus Fulfills David’s Prophecy (29-31)
29 “Brothers, I may say to you with confidence about the patriarch David that he both 
died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30 Being therefore a prophet, 
and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would set one of his 
descendants on his throne, 31 he foresaw and spoke about the resurrection of the 
Christ, that he was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh see corruption. 
• The Jews knew full well that David died and was buried in a tomb south of the city of 

Jerusalem
• David understood that God is promising to set one of his descendants on His throne 

as the triumphant ruler of God’s people and all the earth
• Psalm 132:11

• David’s Psalm is a reference to the resurrection of Jesus the Messiah
• Jesus is not abandoned in Hades and His flesh did not experience corruption
• What is happening to the followers of Jesus on the Day of Pentecost is a glorious 

declaration of the rule and reign of Jesus
• Jesus is alive and ruling over all the earth from His throne in heaven



Questions to Consider

• What glorious evidence have you witnessed, in and through you and in and 
through others, that Jesus is the Messiah?

• Why is it hard to accept that all that happens (good, bad, and indifferent), 
accords with the sovereign plan of God?

• How is it comforting to know that all that happens (good, bad, and indifferent), 
accords with the sovereign plan of God?

• How do you biblically square up with the truth that God is absolutely sovereign 
and people are still culpable for their evil thoughts and actions?

• What does the resurrection of Jesus declare about Jesus?

• What hope does the resurrection of Jesus bring to you?
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