
ACTS 2:32-41
The dawning of the Holy Spirit’s power in and through the church – Part 4 



JESUS’ RESURRECTION, EXALTATION, AND POURING 
OUT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT (2:32 -33)
32 This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are witnesses.

• Spirit-filled people are firsthand witnesses to the resurrected Jesus

• The resurrection and the filling of the Spirit transformed timid and fearful humans into bold witnesses for their 
resurrected Savior

• Acts 1:8 

• Their witness is that Jesus is the crucified, buried, resurrected, and exalted Messiah who is fulfilling His eternal 
mission to the glory of God

33 Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has 
poured out this that you yourselves are seeing and hearing. 

• The resurrected Lord of glory is now exalted with honor at the right hand of God

• Jesus sends, who He promised to send to His people, the Holy Spirit
• John 14:16
• John 16:7 

• The power and presence of God among His people, people devoted to Jesus as the Son of God, is an incredible 
statement

• The resurrection and ascension of Jesus is the root of all they are seeing

• Jesus still blesses His people with the Holy Spirit, and through Him provides transforming grace and boldness



GOD IS ADVANCING THE VICTORY OF THE LORD 
JESUS CHRIST OVER HIS ENEMIES (2:34 -36) 
“For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he himself says,”

• David did not ascend bodily into heaven
• Acts 2:29

• David is referring to someone other than himself

“The Lord said to my Lord, ‘Sit at my right hand, until I make your enemies your footstool.’” 

• Peter refers to the first verse of Psalm 110 that was written by David

• Jesus referenced this Psalm to make another point 
• Luke 20:41–44 

• Peter quotes this Psalm, making an explicit reference to Jesus as Lord 
• God the Father welcomes His Son to His right hand 
• In sovereign unity, the pursuit is to bring all the enemies of the Lord into submission

• Jesus is the resurrected and ascended Lord of glory, and He and His Father will overpower and 
humiliate all enemies of truth and righteousness



GOD IS ADVANCING THE VICTORY OF THE LORD 
JESUS CHRIST OVER HIS ENEMIES (2:34 -36) 
• “Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord and Christ, this 

Jesus whom you crucified.”

• The truth Peter puts before them is that Jesus is the Lord, to whom they are accountable

• The sovereign rule and authority of Jesus is not only a spiritual reality or a future promise

• Peter presses the truth home that the rule and power of Jesus is a present reality
• We don’t make Jesus Lord

• Jesus is Lord and we are to surrender and honor His Lordship

• “this Jesus whom you crucified” – Peter specifically shines the light of biblical truth on their guilty 
hearts



GOD IS ADVANCING THE VICTORY OF THE LORD 
JESUS CHRIST OVER HIS ENEMIES (2:34 -36) 
• Reflecting on the truth of Psalm 110:1 (“The Lord said to my Lord, ‘Sit at my right hand, until I 

make your enemies your footstool.’”), Peter places them clearly as enemies of the Lord

• This is the “bad news” that makes the “good news” relevant

• Peter is speaking the truth in love
• Romans 5:10 

• Ephesians 2:1–5

• Sinners are enemies of God and stand condemned
• This is fear properly placed

• Matthew 10:28

• The fullness of the Spirit of God is necessary for such compassionate boldness



CONVICTION, CONVERSION, AND TRANSFORMATION 
FULFILLS THE PROMISE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT (2 :37 -41)
37 Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what 
shall we do?” 

• The Spirit of God is operating in the hearts of Peter and the other followers of Jesus

• The Spirit of God is also operating in the hearts of sinners exposed to gospel truth (“they were cut to the 
heart”)

• John 16:7–11

• “Brothers, what shall we do?” – indicates they are aware of the full weight of their sin and they realize they 
are enemies of the Lord

38 And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 
your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is for you and for your children and for all 
who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.” 

• “Repent” – a change of heart and mind that leads to a change of direction in life

• Repentance is not a work, it is a gift
• Acts 11:18 



CONVICTION, CONVERSION, AND TRANSFORMATION 
FULFILLS THE PROMISE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT (2 :37 -41)

• “and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins” – Peter is 
not proclaiming the merit of works through baptism to earn forgiveness

• Jews are aware of baptism of repentance 
• Baptism does not save and cleanse

• The work of Jesus alone saves and cleanses
• Acts 3:19–20 

• “and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” – the gift of life and the power of transformation 
that they are witnessing in the followers of Jesus, is a gift the Lord will provide for them as well



CONVICTION, CONVERSION, AND TRANSFORMATION 
FULFILLS THE PROMISE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT (2 :37 -41)
“39 For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.”

• “the promise” – another reference to the indwelling power and presence of the Holy Spirit

• “is for you and for your children and for all who are far off” – the power and presence of the Holy Spirit is just for close 
associates of Jesus, but for all who need Him 

• “everyone whom the Lord calls to himself” – Peter affirms the effectual call of God to salvation
• John 6:44 
• John 6:63 

40 And with many other words he bore witness and continued to exhort them, saying, “Save yourselves from this crooked 
generation.” 

• The “crooked generation” that they need to be saved from is a self-aggrandizing and self-righteous bog of religious 
monotony 

• It is crooked because their form of Judaism departed from the way of truth
41 So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that day about three thousand souls.

• The disciples had their hands full baptizing around three thousand converts

• This caused no small stir among those gathered for Pentecost

• Many of these would return to their homeland as Spirit-filled witnesses of gospel truth



QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

• In what ways can you bear testimony to the Holy Spirit’s 
provision of transforming grace and boldness in your life and in 
the lives of others? 

• How have you seen God advancing the victory of the Lord Jesus 
Christ over His enemies and transforming His enemies? 

• How are you seeing God fulfill the promise of His Holy Spirit 
through conviction, conversion, and transformation? 
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