
Acts 2:42-47
The fruit of the Holy 
Spirit’s power in and 
through the church



Uniting as Christians is vital to church life (2:42)
42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 

• Luke describes what characterizes the lives of followers of Jesus as 
they experience living faith and fellowship

• Luke says they are consistently persevering in four practices (i.e. 
devoted)

1. The apostles’ teaching

2. The fellowship

3. The breaking of bread

4. The prayers



Uniting as Christians is vital to church life (2:42)

The Apostles’ Teaching

• The Apostle’s teaching is the teachings of Jesus they have heard, supernaturally 
recalled, and applied to believers in local churches

• Jesus gave His promise that the Holy Spirit will empower His Apostles to 
remember and teach what Jesus taught them during His earthly ministry
• John 14:25–26 

• Jesus is the fulfillment of all the foreshadowing and promises given in the Old 
Covenant
• Matthew 5:17–20 

• The Apostle Paul applies the teaching of Jesus to the church
• Romans 10:1–4 



Uniting as Christians is vital to church life (2:42)

The Apostles’ Teaching

• Devotion to the Apostle’s teaching is a commitment to learning the way God 
makes His Son, Jesus, the fullness of redemptive history

• The Mosaic Law is not given to make people righteous, but to put the 
righteousness of God on display so that people are driven to trust God’s saving 
mercy in Jesus
• Romans 5:20–21 

• The Law reveals the unrighteous of every man and woman, pressing them into 
the only hope for forgiveness and righteousness, Jesus Christ our Savior
• Colossians 2:13–15

• Hope in Jesus, for all God’s people, is fundamental to the Apostles’ teaching



Uniting as Christians is vital to church life (2:42)

The Fellowship

• “Fellowship” – κοινωνία (koinonia) – partnership involving participation, 
sharing together, close mutual association

• Christian fellowship includes interaction and activity

• Fellowship requires wholehearted engagement

The Breaking of Bread

• Breaking bread describes sharing a meal together

• Gathering to share a meal is participation in mutual hospitality

• Communication over a meal (table fellowship) promotes openness and 
connection

• Open tables are to promote open hearts before Jesus Christ and one another



Uniting as Christians is vital to church life (2:42)

The Prayers

• The privilege of appealing to God our Father through the work of His 
Son is a characteristic blessing afforded us as followers of Jesus
• John 14:13–14

• Prayer expresses needs and shows our dependence

• All followers of Jesus are to be people of prayer
• 1 Thessalonians 5:16–18 



Influencing the community is the fruit of God’s power in 
the church (2:43)
43 And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through the 
apostles. 

• “Awe” - φόβος (phobos) – state of terror, reverence, worshipful respect

• When followers of Jesus live with Christ-exalting devotion and dependence, the reality of it 
impacts others

• Their knowledge of our full regard for the Triune God will bring the fear of God upon them, 
up close and personal
• If our relationship with the Lord is depicts casual comfort (e.g. Jesus is my buddy), this is not working out 

our salvation with fear and trembling (Philippians 2:12)
• If you have no fear and trembling before the Lord, you will not inspire fear and trembling before the Lord in 

others

“and many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles.” 

• The apostles are putting the wonder working power of God on display

• God’s on-going work to produce gospel conversion, gospel transformation, and gospel 
communication is marvelous in our very day

• Influencing the community is still the fruit of God’s power in the church!



Practical concern for each other characterizes the church 
(2:44-45) 
44 And all who believed were together and had all things in common. 45 And they were selling 
their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. 

• Luke is not describing communal living where personal and private property no longer exist
• As context indicates, the decision to help is voluntary
• Taking action to help was as needed

• Luke describes followers of Jesus, moved by the Spirit of God, who take care and concern for 
one another
• Increasing opposition from unbelieving Israel causes the ability to make a living quite difficult
• The point is not that the church should become ingrown and isolated
• The church ought to have concern for its various members and if possible, help them first and foremost
• Galatians 6:10 

“And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as 
they had need.” 

• If we are in the market for something a family in our church provides, we should prefer their 
services

• Shouldn’t we be willing to sacrifice to help our brothers and sisters in Christ?

• Pray on this. I’m confident the Lord will give you understanding!



Eager fellowship brings worshipful joy and gospel impact 
(2:46-47) 
“And day by day, attending the temple together”

• By their way of thinking, God’s temple is a great place for New Covenant teaching and worship to 
occur

• This also gave them opportunity to share Jesus Christ the fulfillment of Scripture

• “and breaking bread in their homes,” – hospitality and table fellowship continued, no doubt helping 
those who had little

• “they received their food with glad and generous hearts,” – sharing food and fellowship with one 
another in their homes was a way for them to connect and praise God for the kindness of HIS 
provision

“praising God and having favor with all the people.” 

• Honoring and giving thanks to God characterizes the body of Christ in Jerusalem

• God also grants them the favor of the people

“And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.”

• God’s gospel grace is bringing dead souls to life and leading people out of darkness into the light of 
Jesus Christ

• God is powerful and God is faithful
• He leads the church in triumphal procession in Christ
• His Spirit-filled church is a gospel light



Questions to Consider

• How would you describe your devotion to the Apostle’s teaching?

• In what ways are you devoted to the fellowship of your church? 

• Do you regularly connect with people in your church for delightful 
fellowship over food?

• How would you describe your prayer life, consistent and fruitful or 
inconsistent and ineffectual?

• In what ways has God enhanced your support and sacrifice for 
members of your church?
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