
ACTS 3:1-10
Anticipating God’s Power in Life 



A CRIPPLED MAN IN NEED IS IN THE PATH OF PETER AND 
JOHN (3:1-3) 
1 Now Peter and John were going up to the temple at the hour of 
prayer, the ninth hour.
▪ Jesus taught that worship at the temple in Jerusalem is coming to 

an end

▪ John 4:21–24 
▪ Continuing in the familiar practices of Judaism, Peter and John, 

along with the faithful Jews in the city, make their way to the 
temple at the “hour of prayer”

▪ The intention of the prayers to be offered by Peter and John will 
be to praise God for the provision of Jesus Christ as the one true 
atoning sacrifice for sin

▪ Hebrews 10:11–14



A CRIPPLED MAN IN NEED IS IN THE PATH OF PETER AND 
JOHN (3:1-3) 
2 And a man lame from birth was being carried, whom they laid daily at 
the gate of the temple that is called the Beautiful Gate to ask alms of 
those entering the temple.
▪ Luke describes this man as being crippled from the time he was born
▪ He has been in this condition for over 40 years

▪ Acts 4:22 

▪ This disabled man is completely dependent on others to get him from 
one place to another

3 Seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple, he asked to receive 
alms.
▪ Peter and John are just two men among many others going into the 

temple precinct that day
▪ Just as he asks for help from others, he cries out to Peter and John



GOD DIRECTS PETER AND JOHN TO PROVIDE HEALING GRACE 
(3:4-8) 
4 And Peter directed his gaze at him, as did John, and said, “Look at us.” 

▪ This crippled man is not the only infirmed and impoverished person begging for 
alms

▪ Why are Peter and John drawn to this man when there are many others there as 
well?

▪ Filled with the Holy Spirit, they are sensitive to His prompting of their hearts

▪ We may be prompted to pray for the healing of others

▪ We will be prompted to share the fruit of the Spirit with others 

▪ Galatians 5:22–25 

▪ Knowing that the Spirit of God produces the fruit of the Spirit in and through our lives means we should be attentive 

to His others-oriented promptings

▪ As followers of Jesus, we are not to go through life in neutral or with passivity

▪ Part of living with intentionality is learning to respond to the Spirit’s promptings

▪ “Look at us” – Peter and John sense the Lord directing them to this man in need 



GOD DIRECTS PETER AND JOHN TO PROVIDE HEALING GRACE 
(3:4-8) 
5 And he fixed his attention on them, expecting to receive something from them. 
▪ This lame man thinks his plea for assistance got their attention
▪ He may have extended his hand to receive their gift
6 But Peter said, “I have no silver and gold, but what I do have I give to you. In 
the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk!” 
▪ Peter tells the man he has no money to contribute to him 
▪ But what Peter does have is the power and presence of Jesus Christ
▪ Peter identifies Jesus with His insignificant hometown of Nazareth

▪ John 1:45–46 

▪ What people deplore, God can bless and use

▪ 1 Corinthians 1:27–29 

▪ The focus of gospel life and ministry is not about us (nor Peter and John), but about Jesus Christ

▪ “rise up and walk” – Peter and John are expectant and empowered to do 
great things for the glory of Jesus Christ



GOD DIRECTS PETER AND JOHN TO PROVIDE HEALING GRACE 
(3:4-8) 
7 And he took him by the right hand and raised him up, and immediately his 
feet and ankles were made strong. 8 And leaping up, he stood and began to 
walk, and entered the temple with them, walking and leaping and praising 
God. 
▪ Peter takes this crippled man by the hand he extended to receive alms
▪ As Peter takes his hand, the power of God brings instantaneous healing to 

the man
▪ Lame people are not allowed to enter the structure of the temple

▪ Being restored to health, he accompanies Peter and John into the temple for the first 

time in his life

▪ He doesn’t enter calmly, but with exuberance (“walking and leaping and praising 

God”) 

▪ Restored physical healing is an amazing gift
▪ Restored spiritual life is far better



GOD’S HEALING GRACE CREATES A STIR AMONG PEOPLE 
(3:9-10) 
9 And all the people saw him walking and praising God, 10 and 
recognized him as the one who sat at the Beautiful Gate of the 
temple, asking for alms. And they were filled with wonder and 
amazement at what had happened to him. 
▪ The excitement of the healed man caught the attention of the 

people gathered in the temple

▪ Many recognize him as the beggar they see regularly at the Beautiful 

Gate of the temple

▪ His transformation made an impression on many
▪ The gospel’s saving and sanctifying power should amaze us  and 

others as well
▪ We shouldn’t expect the sanctifying grace of God to thrill others 

if it doesn’t thrill us



QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

▪How do you prepare your heart to attentive to be those who 

cross your path in need?

▪As a follower of Jesus, indwelt by the Holy Spirit, why 

shouldn’t you depreciate your potential and usefulness?

▪ In what ways can you attempt to be more attentive to the 

promptings of the Holy Spirit to minister to others?

▪ Should you expect the transforming grace of God to thrill 

others if it doesn’t thrill you?
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