
Acts 3:17-26
God’s plan of redemption is fulfilled by Jesus 



People are in clueless opposition of God’s as 
plan of redemption (3:17-18) 

“17 And now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers.”

• “brothers” – Peter addresses them as fellow Jews

• Peter’s instruction to the Jews, who are so impressed with the healing of the crippled 
man, is direct and condemning (Cf. 11-15)
• “acted in ignorance” is not meant to lighten the condemnation they are under
• Their ignorance confirms the blindness and spiritual insensitivity that characterizes both them and 

their leaders

“18 But what God foretold by the mouth of all the prophets, that his Christ would suffer, he 
thus fulfilled”

• These Jewish worshipers, gathering at the temple for sacrifices and prayers, are 
“ignorant” of Scriptural prophecy predicting the sacrificial work of Jesus Christ 

• Self-centered rituals can be blinding

• The resurrection of Jesus and the healing of the lame man are amazing

• The resurrection of Jesus and the healing of the lame man are condemning



Repentance and cleansing bring refreshment 
from the Lord (3:19-21) 

“19 Repent therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be blotted out...” 

• “Repent” - a change of mind that leads to a change of direction in life

• “turn back” – to change one’s ways or behavior

• Repentance is not just emotion and tears, but the realization that the current 
pattern of belief and behavior must be transformed
• 2 Corinthians 7:10

• “that your sins may be blotted out” – to rub out, wipe away, eliminate

• As the crippled man is restored, God’s power will cleanse and restore those 
forgiven by the cleansing flow of God’s mercy in the cross

• No matter how dead, insensitive, or vile, God’s cleansing mercy is complete
• Isaiah 1:18



Repentance and cleansing bring refreshment 
from the Lord (3:19-21) 
“20 that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and that he may send the Christ 
appointed for you, Jesus,”

• “...that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord” – the Spirit of Christ is poured out 
to refresh hearts that hunger and thirst for righteousness

• John 7:37–39
• Titus 3:4–7 

• Conviction comes to drive people in desperation to Jesus

• The devil’s deception drives people to themselves in futile attempts to find fulfillment and worth

• “times” – plural because such developments through progressive sanctification will happen throughout 
the course of life

• “that he may send the Christ, appointed for you, Jesus” – choose in advance, appoint beforehand

• As the cripple is selected out of the others, so God selects the sinners He saves

“21 whom heaven must receive until the time for restoring all the things about which God spoke by the 
mouth of his holy prophets long ago.”

• Christ is at the right hand of the Father until all His enemies are made a footstool for His feet

• But the blessings of gospel grace, through the power of the Spirit, continues to flow from Him, and to 
and through His people



Prophets proclaimed the coming of Jesus for 
centuries (3:22-24) 

• “22 Moses said, ‘The Lord God will raise up for you a prophet like me from your 
brothers. You shall listen to him in whatever he tells you.”

• All that is happening in and through Jesus was predicted by Moses

• They should not discount what Jesus teaches, but listen to His instruction 

• Deuteronomy 18:15–19 

• Context of Deuteronomy 18: When the Israelites enter the promised land, 
they are not to give credence to pagan people living in the land

• Guidance in life is not to be achieved by following their ways and listening 
to their direction

• As God guided them through Moses, so He will guide them through the 
prophet (Jesus) and the gospel truths shared by Him



Prophets proclaimed the coming of Jesus for 
centuries (3:22-24) 

“23 And it shall be that every soul who does not listen to that prophet shall be 
destroyed from the people.’”

• Refusing to listen, learn, and obey Him (the Lord Jesus) brings devastation 

• Live not by lies and fear! 

“24 And all the prophets who have spoken, from Samuel and those who came after 
him, also proclaimed these days.”

• Samuel was an OT prophet
• The prophecies spoken regarding David have their ultimate fulfillment in Jesus

• Jesus is in the Davidic line, and reigns triumphantly and eternally from His heavenly throne

• We need to lift our eyes from earthly constraints and trust the rule and reign of 
Jesus at the right hand of His Father in heaven



Jewish people are offered the gospel message 
first (3:25-26) 

“25 You are the sons of the prophets and of the covenant that God made with your 
fathers, saying to Abraham, ‘And in your offspring shall all the families of the 
earth be blessed.’”

• The prophecies predicting future covenant blessings are rooted in the people of 
Israel

• In the Abrahamic Covenant, God promises to bless Abraham’s descendants

• God also promises to bless all the families of the earth through Abraham’s 
bloodline 
• Genesis 12:3 

• Genesis 18:18 

• Genesis 22:18 

• Genesis 26:4 

• Galatians 3:8

• The covenant blessing flows from Jesus Christ to all the families of the earth



Jewish people are offered the gospel message 
first (3:25-26) 

“26 God, having raised up his servant, sent him to you first, to bless you by turning 
every one of you from your wickedness.”

• The atoning work of Jesus is the fulfillment of the covenant promises to Abraham 
that flow to the people

• The victory of the atoning work of Jesus is affirmed by the resurrection of Jesus 
(“God, having raised up his servant”)
• Jesus is now fulfilling the covenant promises to the people He saves
• The Jews in Jerusalem are among those blessed to hear the gospel first (“sent 

him to you first”)
• This fulfills the promise Jesus made to His disciples prior to His ascension

• Acts 1:8

• The gospel will go to the Jewish people first and then move out to the nations
• It is possible that he thought it would move into the Gentile nations where 

Jewish people had been scattered



Jewish people are offered the gospel message 
first (3:25-26) 

• What is the nature of this blessing toward them?
• The blessing is the gift of repentance – “to bless you by turning every one of 

you from your wickedness”

• These are very religious Jews gathered at the temple to offer sacrifices and 
pray

• They are spiritually insensitive Jews, self-focused and self-righteous

• Peter says, “the acted in ignorance” when they demanded that Jesus be 
crucified

• This is not a statement of innocence, but ignorance manifests their wickedness

• Only the mercy of God will turn them from their wickedness and humble them 
before Jesus as their only hope of salvation



Questions to Consider

• How are people blinded by self-centered religious rituals?

• What are some of the religious rituals that have threaten you with 
blindness?

• What are some examples of repentance you can share?

• In what ways have you experienced times of refreshing from the Lord?

• How do you listen to what Jesus tells you?

• Why are those who refuse to listen to Jesus destroyed?

• What are some specific ways you have turned from wickedness?
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