
Acts 4:23-31
Affliction Promotes a Prayerful Response from the Church 



Corporate Report (4:23)

23 When they were released, they went to their friends and reported what 
the chief priests and the elders had said to them. 
u Communications of truth and righteousness, along with displays of 

transforming power, bring occasions of repentance and faith, as well as 
opposition and affliction

u Following His resurrection, and prior to His ascension, Luke records the 
instruction of Jesus to His disciples
u Luke 24:45–47

u John records the instructions Jesus gave to His disciples about what to 
expect after He ascends, as followers of Jesus share the gospel 
throughout the world
u John 15:18–21

u Repentance and opposition are both anticipated responses to the gospel 
as it is shared

u Advancing the gospel throughout the earth is spiritual warfare 
u Ephesians 5:8–11 



Corporate Report (4:23)

u Peter and John have been on gospel mission at the temple in 
Jerusalem

u When Peter and John return to their own, they update their fellow 
believers about all they experienced 

u What they report is not shocking, but it is anticipated, and it will 
grow in intensity (both with conversions and hostility)

u There is nothing to indicate that we should expect anything 
different 



Corporate Prayer (4:24-30) 

24 And when they heard it, they lifted their voices together to God and said, “Sovereign 
Lord, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and everything in them, 
u The response of the church to the news is not shock, but affirmation and worship of the 

Lord
u A verse of a psalm (song) expresses the thought of their hearts, and they pray it out to 

God together
u Psalm 146 
u The Creator is in control of all that happens on His earth
u The hope and help of followers of Jesus are not earthly means or men 

u The church continues to affirm the promises of Scripture resighting a portion of Psalm 2
25 who through the mouth of our father David, your servant, said by the Holy Spirit, “ ‘Why 
did the Gentiles rage, and the peoples plot in vain? 26 The kings of the earth set themselves, 
and the rulers were gathered together, against the Lord and against his Anointed’—
u Psalm 2
u Opposition does not surprise God, nor will it surprise His Scripturally prepared people
u Followers of Jesus quote this Psalm in reference to the reaction of the self-assured rulers 

in Jerusalem



Corporate Prayer (4:24-30) 

27 for truly in this city there were gathered together against your 
holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed, both Herod and Pontius 
Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, 28 to do 
whatever your hand and your plan had predestined to take place. 
u The prayer connects what Jesus endured to the teaching of Psalm 2

u Opposition and affliction came against Jesus
u All this is according to the plan and intention of God to provide salvation 

u What God ordained, is realized in time
u God determined that His grace and mercy be ushered in by self-centered and 

evil men who despise and crucify the Lord
u Hidden wisdom from God operates in all that happened to Jesus

u 1 Corinthians 2:7–10 

u All that happened to Jesus was not happenstance
u John 10:17–18



Corporate Prayer (4:24-30) 
29 And now, Lord, look upon their threats and grant to your servants to continue to 
speak your word with all boldness, 30 while you stretch out your hand to heal, and 
signs and wonders are performed through the name of your holy servant Jesus.” 
u Those in the church in Jerusalem see their gospel work intimately tied to that of 

their Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ
u As Jesus was confronted and condemned by the ruling authorities, so His followers 

are experiencing the same opposition
u Why run the risk of affliction and depravation?
u Because this is what Jesus experienced to advance the gospel

u We need to pray that in the face of opposition, God will grant us great power to 
boldly declare the gospel
u Some will retaliate
u Some will repent

u We need to pray that God’s transforming power is revealed in us and through us
u God will reveal transforming power in our lives continually 

u 2 Corinthians 3:18 
u The heart of the Apostle Paul is to be our heart as well 

u 2 Timothy 2:8–10 
u We need to pray for enabling grace because we are in need and the war is real
u We need to pray because the power of God is effectual for each of us in His church



Corporate Empowerment (4:31) 

31 And when they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered 
together was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and 
continued to speak the word of God with boldness. 
u They prayed believing that their prayers were heard and answered
u We are to pray believing that our prayers are heard and answered

u John 14:12–14 

u The church in Jerusalem put the threats and hostility in perspective
u The work of Jesus was bathed in opposition and difficulties
u As they share, they realize opposition and difficulty are not the fruit of failure

u Facing opposition and difficulty in the power of Jesus name is the means 
of gospel advancement
u These followers of Jesus are committed to living and sharing gospel truth
u The church spreads dramatically through opposition and affliction
u Jesus is still building His church and the gate of hell shall not prevail against it



Questions to Consider

u In what ways are you advancing the gospel on 
earth?

uHow can you do a better job of exposing the 
unfruitful deeds of darkness?

uAre there ways you can strive to be more 
engaged during times of corporate prayer?

uWhy is including Scripture in our prayers 
important?

uWhat will be the fruit of believing our prayers 
for boldness are answered?



Acts 4:23-31
Affliction Promotes a Prayerful Response from the Church 


