
Acts 4:32-37
The Fruit of  Great 

Power and Great Grace



Gospel Inspired Mutual Care and Concern for 
Followers of  Jesus (4:32-33)

“32 Now the full number of  those who believed were of  one heart and soul,”
• Unity is an undeniable characteristic of  gospel grace in a congregation
• The care and concern they experienced from the Lord inspire them to have care and concern for 

one another
• The presence of  the Holy Spirit empowers them to show consistent care and concern for one 

another
• Ephesians 4:1–3 

• Luke’s description that they “were of  one heart and soul” defines spiritual familial unity and unity of  
purpose

• Sincere devotion to Jesus cannot help but unify a church
“and no one said that any of  the things that belonged to him was his own, but they had everything in common”
• Generosity is a notable quality found in the hearts of  the people of  the early church

• Acts 2:44–45 
• Generosity is fruit of  gospel grace

• Galatians 5:22–23 



Gospel Inspired Mutual Care and Concern for 
Followers of  Jesus (4:32-33)

• The record of  people in the church selling property is descriptive, not prescriptive, of  the hearts of  the people in 
the church in Jerusalem

• Later accounts indicate additional ways followers of  Jesus show benevolence and generosity to one another
• Acts 6:1–4 
• Acts 11:27–30 
• Acts 16:15 
• Acts 16:34
• Acts 20:33–35 

• God can enable small and large churches to be connected and caring congregations
33 And with great power the apostles were giving their testimony to the resurrection of  the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all.
• We see how their corporate prayer for boldness continues to be answered by the manifestation of  great power 
• Great grace produces great compassion and concern for others, inside and outside the fellowship of  the church
• Don’t miss this: It is gospel passion and boldness that produces generosity, not messages on the need to be 

generous



Gospel Inspired Sacrifice Meeting the Needs 
of  Followers of  Jesus (4:34-37)

34 There was not a needy person among them, 
• Consistent care and concern mean no one is neglected
• Sensitivity to the needs of  brothers and sisters in Christ is displayed as a 

characteristic of  gospel life
• People communicate their needs to others and people in the church unite to 

provide practical help 
• Holy Spirit inspired compassion and thoughtfulness look for opportunities to 

be gracious
• Galatians 6:9–10 

• The Lord cares for His church through His people



Gospel Inspired Sacrifice Meeting the Needs 
of  Followers of  Jesus (4:34-37)

for as many as were owners of  lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of  what was sold 
• People in the church with resources sold what they needed to sell in order to help
• This is not communism, but Christian compassion in action
• Loving concern flows from the heart of  the Lord to His people

• John 13:34–35 
• The Apostle Paul ties compassion to willing hearts 

• 2 Corinthians 9:7–8 
• Paul quotes from Psalm 112, a song that in no way supports socialism, communism, or 

communal living 
35 and laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.
• Verse 35 indicates people in the church contributed to a fund that the Apostles 

made distribution from on an as-needed basis



Gospel Inspired Sacrifice Meeting the Needs 
of  Followers of  Jesus (4:34-37)

36 Thus Joseph, who was also called by the apostles Barnabas (which means son of  encouragement), a 
Levite, a native of  Cyprus, 37 sold a field that belonged to him and brought the money and laid it at 
the apostles’ feet. 
• Barnabas is put forward by Luke as an example of  Christian generosity and 

benevolence
• Luke affirms Barnabas as an exemplary follower of  Jesus who lives out the graces 

of  generosity and encouragement
• Barnabas does not have flash-in-the-pan faith
• Barnabas epitomizes the teaching of  Jesus recorded by Luke

• Luke 16:10 
• Barnabas is a man who cares about people in the church and the gospel ministry 

they share



Questions to Consider

• How do you see the blessings of  unity with your brothers and sisters in 
Christ in the church? 
• What are some practical things you can do to help maintain unity in the 

church?
• How are you receiving great power and great grace from God in your 

life?
• Why is generosity a prominent quality for followers of  Jesus devoted to 

gospel ministry?
• How can you strive to be a better encourager in the church?
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