
Acts 5:1-11
Arrogance and 
Deception are Destructive 



INTRODUCTION:

Ephesians 4:17–25 
Three important truths evident in the story of Ananias and 
Sapphira 
1. Deceitfulness and arrogance are natural 
2. God is omniscient 
3. Accountability for sin is inescapable 



Marital unity in deceitfulness is not 
commendable (5:1-2)

´ Verses 36-37, present Barnabas as an example of encouragement and 
benevolence

´ The actions of Barnabas put him on a foundation of trust and a resource for 
leadership in gospel ministry

1 But a man named Ananias, with his wife Sapphira, sold a piece of property, 2
and with his wife’s knowledge he kept back for himself some of the proceeds 
and brought only a part of it and laid it at the apostles’ feet. 
´ Ananias and Sapphira could have kept as much of the money for their 

property they desired 
´ When they placed the money at the feet of the Apostles, they gave 

everyone the impression they were giving all the proceeds 
´ Ananias leads, and his wife Sapphira follows
´ As Luke’s account in Acts makes clear, following authority into sin is wrong
´ Husbands, lead your wife and family in truth and righteousness
´ Wives, follow your husband in truth and righteousness 

´ Luke’s record of this account shows the early church was not free of fault 
and sin



Confrontation and judgment are swift to 
protect the unity of the church in truth (5:3-6)

“But Peter said...”
´ We are not to think that Peter is in control of the confrontation
´ God is directing the situation and the manner of the implementation of the details
“Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart”
´ Peter declares that Satan filled the heart of Ananias 

´ Being identified with Satan as a liar is nothing a follower of Jesus should desire
´ John 8:44 
´ Lying and deception are significant evils that cannot characterize followers of Jesus
´ Revelation 21:8 
´ Deceivers and liars engage in active evil that is destructive (It’s a big deal!)
´ Proverbs 26:28 

´ Ananias and Sapphira are likely followers of Jesus, experiencing judgment for their 
insensitivity to the importance of humble truthfulness needed for advancing the 
gospel

´ Satan is committed to working at disrupting and destroying unity in righteousness 
pursued by followers of Jesus 



Confrontation and judgment are swift to 
protect the unity of the church in truth (5:3-6)

“to lie to the Holy Spirit” – Peter’s statement shows how much the Spirit of God 
identifies with the church as the people of God
´ Deceiving God’s people is a serious offense
´ Satan fills the heart of lying deceivers
“...and to keep back for yourself part of the proceeds of the land? 4 While it 
remained unsold, did it not remain your own? And after it was sold, was it not 
at your disposal?”
´ They kept back part of the selling price when they gave the impression to 

the church that they gave it all
“Why is it that you have contrived this deed in your heart?”
´ Does the evil come from Satan or from them?

´ Both. You cannot say, “The devil made me do it!”
´ Satan fills their heart with a self-serving temptation
´ Their self-serving pride takes the bait, and they follow their fleshly desires
´ James 1:14–15

´ It is important to keep the prideful desires of our heart in check



Confrontation and judgment are swift to 
protect the unity of the church in truth (5:3-6)

“You have not lied to man but to God.” – this passage presents unequivocally 
the deity of the Holy Spirit 
“5 When Ananias heard these words, he fell down and breathed his last.” –
God takes sin seriously
´ God judges a planned act of disobedience – deceit for self-serving pride
´ Reminds us of Nadab and Abihu deciding to serve God their own way

´ Leviticus 10:1–3 
´ It is clear, the God of the Old Testament is the God of the New Testament
´ The Lord will be affirmed as holy, and glorified by humble obedience and 

truth
“And great fear came upon all who heard of it.” – seems very reasonable
“6 The young men rose and wrapped him up and carried him out and buried 
him.”
´ Same-day burials were common at that time and in that hot climate
´ The young men in the congregation wrapped Ananias in a burial cloth and 

buried him



Participation in deceitfulness produces 
culpability (5:7-10)

“7 After an interval of about three hours his wife came in, not knowing what had 
happened.”
´ Sapphira’s husband is buried without her knowledge
“8 And Peter said to her, ‘Tell me whether you sold the land for so much.’ And she said, 
‘Yes, for so much.’”
´ Sapphira has an opportunity to come clean and tell the truth
´ Supporting her husband in premeditate sin of self-serving pride, she affirms the lie 

they agreed to tell
´ Unity in truth and righteousness brings blessing
´ Unity in self-serving pride through lies and deceit is destructive

“9 But Peter said to her, “How is it that you have agreed together to test the Spirit of the 
Lord?”
´ The Spirit of the Lord is tested by believing deceit and selfishness are insignificant 

offenses
´ The Spirit of the Lord is tested by diverting the church from unified gospel ministry for 

self-centered and self-glorifying reasons
´ What they fail to understand is that the Spirit of God knows everything and holds the 

people of God accountable to the standard of truth and righteousness



Participation in deceitfulness produces 
culpability (5:7-10)

“Behold, the feet of those who have buried your husband are at the 
door, and they will carry you out.” 10 Immediately she fell down at his 
feet and breathed her last. When the young men came in they found 
her dead, and they carried her out and buried her beside her 
husband.”
´ God also brings judgment on her lie quickly
´ She, too, experiences God’s judgment of death

´ How does this make you feel about self-serving pride and self-promotion?
´ How does this impact your view of deceit 
´ How are we to feel about marital unity based on unbiblical standards?
´ Do you comfort yourself with the thought that your deceit is more spontaneous 

than premeditated? 
´ If this passage impacts us properly, we all may have to say, Thank 

God I’m still alive! 



Divine justice inspires fear (5:11)
11 And great fear came upon the whole church and upon all who heard 
of these things.
´ Fear of this world and the things of this world are misplaced
´ God alone is the One we are to fear
´ The church needs to learn again to fear God
´ If knowing God took people out immediately for self-serving deceit 

doesn’t cause you to tremble, you may be too calloused to care



Questions to Consider

´ Between yours and the Lord’s, how do you evaluate to whose 
reputation are you most committed?

´ How is your disconnection from the church the result of jealousy and 
self-serving pride?

´ As a husband, how can you be more determined to lead your wife 
and children in humble dependence on Jesus in truth and 
righteousness?

´ As a wife, how can you help to support your husband to pursue 
humble dependence on Jesus is truth and righteousness?

´ In what ways can you as a functioning part of the church, become 
deadly serious about pursuing humble dependence on Jesus is truth 
and righteousness?
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