
Acts 5:12-16
Gospel Ministry in Action



Engaging people in need with gospel truth and 
power (5:12-13)
“12 Now many signs and wonders were regularly done among the people by the hands of the 
apostles.”
• This account is the fulfillment of the promise of Jesus to His followers prior to His 

ascension
• Acts 1:8 

• This gospel witness ends in oppression and affliction 
• As Paul encouraged Timothy, we are all encouraged to join is suffering for the gospel by the 

power of God
• 2 Timothy 1:7–9 

• Signs and wonders - miraculous displays of God’s healing grace and exorcisms for those in 
need

• God used these acts in powerful ways to get the attention of people and confirm the 
authority of the teaching of Jesus shared by the apostles
• Hebrews 2:3–4 



Engaging people in need with gospel truth and 
power (5:12-13)
• God still displays His power through healing and exorcisms to get people’s attention
• More commonly, the Lord works in the lives of His people, putting His power on 

display to transform lives through faith in His word
• Signs and wonders don’t give people faith

• John 5:1-17
• John 6

• Our transformed lives don’t give people faith

• Only the Spirit gives life!
• This point is made because we can look at signs and wonders done by the Apostles 

and think if we did such things, people would be convinced 
• John 3:3 
• John 6:63 
• 1 Corinthians 2:12–14 



Engaging people in need with gospel truth and 
power (5:12-13)
• God may draw through signs and wonders
• God may draw through the testimony of transformed lives
• When God gives life, spiritual eyes are opened, and new hearts are drawn to Jesus 

alone in a display of repentance and faith
• 1 Thessalonians 1:4–5 

• The power of the Spirit is at work in the communicator and the receiver
• The reality of the power of the Spirit in both directions does not mean all things go 

smoothly and easily
• 1 Thessalonians 1:6 



Engaging people in need with gospel truth and 
power (5:12-13)
• When we engage people in need with gospel power and grace, the possibility for 

opposition and affliction exists
• We are not to fear or be ashamed

• Romans 1:16

• The needs of people are opportunities for gospel truth and its transforming power
• These are a few of the needs of people in our day
• Chaos and lunacy – People need the substance of biblical truth and logic
• Fear, discouragement, and despondency – People need the confidence of 

gospel peace and the encouragement of God’s purpose and truth
• Guilt and despair – People need the hope of forgiveness, cleansing, and 

transformation through the substitutionary death, burial, resurrection, and 
ascension of Jesus



Engaging people in need with gospel truth and 
power (5:12-13)
“And they were all together in Solomon’s Portico.”
• They gathered in Solomon’s Portico because it was large enough to accommodate large 

crowds
• They also gathered there because this is where the people in need came together looking 

for help and hope
• Practical Opportunity
• El Paso County Precinct Caucuses – Tuesday evening, March 1

“13 None of the rest dared join them,” – there was a sense of holy fear and keeping a safe 
distance
• Don’t let people’s caution and distance intimidate you
• God is working and we must trust His power and authority (We are a royal priesthood!)
“but the people held them in high esteem” – the followers of Jesus in Jerusalem are granted 
favor by the people 

• The Jews witness their commitment to Jesus, to the teaching of Jesus, and to one another
• Stability amid chaos is a favorable desire



Gospel fruitfulness is the blessing of Spirit-
empowered faithfulness (5:14-16)
14 And more than ever believers were added to the Lord, multitudes of both men 
and women,”
• The power of Jesus Christ to save is on display
• Luke just reported that likely due to fear, “None of the rest dared join them”
• What is impossible with men is possible with God
• Repentance and faith impacts multitudes of both men and women
Context: A man and a woman die due to self-serving deceit. Now multitudes of men 
and women are brought to humble dependence on Jesus.



Gospel fruitfulness is the blessing of Spirit-
empowered faithfulness (5:14-16)
“15 so that they even carried out the sick into the streets and laid them on cots and mats, 
that as Peter came by at least his shadow might fall on some of them. 16 The people also 
gathered from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing the sick and those afflicted with 
unclean spirits, and they were all healed.”

• God met the need of many in need, and many more in need are gathered in hopes of 
restoration

• Peter leads the people of God in active ministry as they travel the streets of Jerusalem

• Our God can do incredible things in the hearts and lives of people
• Ephesians 3:20–21 
• May the glory of the Lord be our focus
• May the needs of people be our concern
• May we confidently affirm, nothing is too hard for the Lord

• It is critical to our lives and gospel mission that we walk in unity with Him on one another!



Questions to Consider

• How do you sense the Spirit of God uniting your heart to your 
church in devotion and dependence on Jesus Christ as Lord 
and Savior?
• In what practical ways will you work at engaging unbelieving 
people in need with gospel truth and power?
•What are some ways you need God to increase your 
confidence in Him to work in you and through you 
evangelistically?
•Will you make these matters a priority in your prayer life?
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